Worship Schedule

Brighton 10.30am (1% & 3™ Sundays)

Green Island 10.30a.m. 2" & 4" Sundays Mornington 9.30a.m.
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.)

Midweek service
1pm @ Holy Cross Hall, St Kilda.

Southern Coastal Deanery

St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, Gl
St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St, St Kilda

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz

Regional Dean: Jan Clark  455-6032 or 027 3515171
janclark8260@gmail.com
Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to jan.clark8260@gmail.com

Regional Dean’s Warden: Helen Humphrey 488-2696

Green Island Warden: Pam Brown 488-1909
Mornington Warden: Alyson Manning 455-0163
St. Kilda Warden: Robin Versteeg 487-9299
Magazine Editor: Robin Versteeg 487-9299

robinversteeg@ccsdisabilityaction.org.nz

Please deliver this magazine to:

Connections

The Magazine of the Anglican Southern Coastal Deanery

Spring 2018

O LORD, our Lord,
How excellent is Your name in all the earth!

Green Island — Brighton, Mornington, St. Kilda
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“THE NAME OF GOD I S MERCY”

I have been reading a little book by Pope Francis which links to the idea
that God is Mercy because he is unconditional love and always forgives
our sins, when we confess them.

Francis references the parable of the Pharisee who feels religiously on
top of things because he fasts twice a week and pays his tithes. He
prays to himself: “O God, | thank you that | am not like the rest of
humanity — greedy, dishonest, adulterous — or even like this tax
collector”. The tax collector prays to God: “be merciful to me a
sinner” (Luke 18:9-14).

If there is one word which can describe the contrast between the Way
of Jesus and the religion of his day (and perhaps often of our day) - it
would have to be “compassion”. Jesus insisted his followers be
“‘compassionate as God is compassionate” (Luke 6: 36).

God incarnate is moved to tears by our human wretchedness, need and
suffering and so when we see this in the world, we should feel the
same:

“Jesus sends forth his disciples not as holders of power or as masters
of a law. He sends them forth into the world asking them to live in the
logic of love and selflessness. The Christian message is transmitted by
embracing the outcast, the marginalized, and the sinner.” (The Name of
God is Mercy, p93). We embrace the sinner in fellowship and
compassion, because we too are sinners: "If we claim to be sinless, we
are self-deceived and strangers to the truth". (1 John 1:8).

What do we do when confronted by the injustice of a world of incredible
over-abundance of goods and services for the elite, powerful few - but
lack of food, water, shelter, health services and education for the
powerless many? Jesus confronted that reality head on with a new
vision of how we ought to live in relation to each other with compassion
and commitment to justice.

Micah asks:

"What does the lord require of you?"
His answer:

To do justice, To love kindness,

To walk humbly with your God. (Mic. 6:8).

Marcus J.Borg in his book: The Heart of Christianity, concludes:
"Christian practice is about walking with God, becoming kind, and doing

justice. It is about believing in God and being a good person; it is about
how one becomes a good person through the practice of loving God".

Robin Versteeg Editor
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Night Shelter Trust

Dunedin

Thank you to everyone who purchased broaches by Liz. Liz reports that
she was able to make a donation of $170 to the Night Shelter.

Volunteering
The Night Shelter always need volunteers to assist with a range of
activities:

supervising in the house, marketing, fundraising
development of our ‘self-funding’ business model

internet profile

social media

media management

If you are interested in helping us in any way please contact us
at: info@dunedinnightshelter.co.nz
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If you or your organisation would like to contribute goods or services,
please contact us at:info@dunedinnightshelter.co.nz
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Supporting Overseas Mission

Hyndman Publishing are offering a fundraising opportunity again this
year. Inserted with your magazine is an order form for some of their
products. Samples will be on display in the churches during October.

This year there is a calendar featuring Nancy Tichborne art ($15), four
different diaries for 2019 ($12 each) and any occasion card bundle ($20
per pack). Each product sold earns four dollars for the Deanery Mission
Fundraiser.

Kakanui Crib

Did you know that it is
possible to rent the
Diocesan Crib?

Where: Corner of
Harbour Terrace and
Stirling Street,
Kakanui

Rates: $30.00 per
adult per night, $10.00

per child, sleeps a
maximum of eight.

Contact Russell Cundall for bookings phone 027 800 2767

An exciting ( sinister ) discovery
while church lawn mowing 8

Recently | was mowing t he sbprapevtg,r | aw
when | saw a silver object in the grass ahead of me. | stopped my mowing and
went over and picked it up only to find that it was revolver! | was immediately
aware that by handling it with my bare hands, | was putting my finger prints on
it andso | threw it back on the ground and pondered what to do next. Just then
, two of our neighbours (Highlander players !) came past and so | asked if
either of them could identify if the gun was genuine or not. One of them
confirmed that it was real and se called the police who duly arrived and

with gloved hands placed it in a bag to take away. They also confirmed it was
genuine weapon but only a BB gun that was fortunately not loaded.

Somewhat shaken, | continued my lawn mowing only to see in the next
morningbs Otago Daily Times a pictul
holding up a local Mornington dairy with an identidabking gun in their

hand.

A

Scary O6stuffd but see what exciting
mow the church lawns !

Barrie Peakd St Maryg

In loving memory
We commend to God’s love and care
Russell William Devlin died 18" Sept. 2018

And pray for his family.




What has been done has been done
what has not been done has not been done;
let it be.
These words help me to revigust what | have achieved for the day

and prayerfully consi ddhreateningaway. |

Continuing our series on
prayer, Barrie Peake
shares his pleasure in
finding a new favourite
practice. Copies of the
prayer are available at
each of the churches

The night is dark
Let our fears of darkness of the world and of our own lives
Rest in you
This gives me to chance to consider what issuesarently

concerning me and others that | am aware of, and inviting me to pass
these concerns on to God.

. The night is quiet
Even | ng Pl‘ayer Let the quietness of your peace enfold us,
Recently the Rev. Jan Clark concluded a meeting of the Southern all dear to us,
Coastal Deanery Vestry using some of the Night Prayer iakater , and all who have no peace. ,

. . ~ Trlls é)art é)f ti“g prayer invites ed:ork5|der my family ( several of
beginning on p.167 of the AA New Ze 1 avel,er o,é) 0. o

them live overseas with grandchildren) and those less fortunate in this

In particular, she finished with the prayer on p.184 which if | had ever world such as refugees, and those subject to war, famine and other
been aware of before, | had certainly forgotten. | found this prayer very injustices.
meaningful and so | would like to share with yawhl am now using it

in my own nightly prayers before | go to sleep.

| find these thoughts can end up being quite gloomy given the cruelty
ard unfairness in our world, but then the next part of the prayer is much

It begins with the words more optimistic looking forward to the next day :
Lord The night heralds the dawn.
it is night Let us look expectantly to a new day,

new joys,
new possibilities.
The prayer finishes with the irtation:

The night is full stillness
Let us be still in the presence of God

This O0sets the scene6 for me and f ocus ;myoumgmemwe pramenway fr om whatever
mighthave been doing immediately before (such as reading and doing

the daily Code Cracker and Sudoku puzzles !). | try to sense the stillness By this time, | am often drifting off to sleépl invite you to throw away

and the significant decrease in daily noise aroundtnenight after a your sl eeping pills and instead
long day .



Lectio Divina

Lectio Divina is a traditional Benedictine pract € me ani ng
By slowly reading the text four times over, with pauses in between, we create
space for God to speak to us through the text. This process is usually used with
Bible readings, but it can equally be used with other spirituaingri

Spend a few moments centring yourself

open ears and an open heart that God may speak to you today.

silently,
up to

First reading Read the scripture, o
yourself to pause and reflectasyquen your sel f
some time in silence before moving on to the second reading.

Second readingAs you read the passage this time, listen for a word or phrase
that calls your attention. Quietly meditate on this word, allowing Godveat
why you are being asked to consider it. How is this speaking to your situation?

Thirdreading Thi s t i me, the emphasis is on
you reread the prayer, consider Godods
release someitig? to take something up? to look at something or someone in a
new light? Spend a few moments in silence responding to this invitation.

Fourth reading As you read the prayer for the last time, allow the message to
wash over you as e \Whenmyowsdre rdady, ofeoup@ s
prayer of thanks to the One who made you and loves you.

Adi vine
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Open Lecture

Faith and Belief in New Zealand: Results of a recent study
and its implications for faith communities
by Chris ClarkeFormer CEO World Visin New Zealand; as.
Advisor, Wilberforce Foundation
Wednesday, 10 October 2018
5:15- 6:30pm,Archway 3 Lecture Theatre (No Charge)

e mhb

In every census, New Zealanders are asked to indicate their religious
affiliation. The results seem to indicate a significaetlthe in religious
attendance, but what is driving this decline and is it true across all
demographics and faith communitieg?an attempt to 'get in behind

the number so, in May this year t|
detailed study of NewZean der 6 s atti tudé&s to f
follows a similar study undertaken in Australii.looks at the reasons

for the decline and indicates areas where faith communities are having
a recognised impactChris Clarke will share the study resultseth
comparisons with Australia, and lead a discussion on how faith
communities might choose to respond.



2. Retain ownership of the land, entering into a lease agreement
with any purchaser of the College buildings and business on a
mo derlnasigl® wo t y pyear graurdseat remiéws h 7
3. Enter a Memorandum of Understanding with the purchaser
around clause 1 and 2 of this resolution and the maintenance of
the special character of the College
This was not supported by the Deanery Synod bbepause we did not
believe we could make a sound decision on the information presented.
Motion 7: Conversion Therapy
That this Synod rejects the practice of "conversion therapy" for
LGBTQIA people, and considers that the Anglican Church should not
be carryng out or promoting any "ministry” or "therapy" that leads to
the expectation that a personodos |
changed. Further, it urges Anglicans throughout this country to follow
the lead of the UK Ggvernment and support adraris use in

This summary capturesome ofthe decisbns of Synodheld on the 14

15" Sept There was considerable debate over some of these matters, in

particular the Bills and Motion related to Selwyn Colledes. is always

the case when talking about important things, there was a lot of passion,

some tearsé but an weoatneelolplaceense t h Adtearefed? & Rd.
toi

everything in Gododés hands and con
to for the future: Faith Communities who read the Bible, pray and live
out the life of Jesus.

We will need to carefully work out enacting some of these decisions.
This includes looking at robust processes to take things forward,
especially around Selwy@ollege.

Bills

There were two Bills regarding Selwyn College presented. The first had
been tabled at the 2017 Synod and was withdrawn. The second was
related to what wuld happen to any potential capitalisation if Selwyn
College was ever sold in the future, and was rejected.

Motions Passed

After initial motions related to procedural matters of Synod were
passed, the following were carried:

Motion 6: Future of Selwyn Colege

The motion empowers the Diocesan Trust Board at the direction of the
Diocesan Council to;

1. Sell the buildings and business of Selwyn College to a party who
is able to govern and manage the College (according to best
practice, for the benefit and wedlimg of its residents), subject to
a formal undertaking by the purchaser to maintain the special
character of the College.

R/Ibltign81|\ﬁénta‘1vl—cl’e5\lt out what we are call

That this Synod accepts that sound mental health is important to all
people, and asks all Anglicans to

(a) support increased Government spenétingnental health services,

(b) raise their awaress of mental health issues through suitable mental
health organisations.

Motion 9: 150th Anniversary of Dunedin Diocese

That this Diocese marks its 150th anniversary in 2019 with an
appropriate celebration and that consideration be given to a written
history being compiled.

Motions 10-11 Dealt with ourOverseadissions Budget and the
Diocesan Budget.

Motions 12-18 Amended statutes, allowing a variety of endings to
collects, variations of the Eucharistic prayer, accepting an updated
version of the scriptes in Maori, and added dates to the calendar.
Motion 22: Contribution of Ministry EducatoFhe following was

agreed with acclaim:

That this Synod recognise he contri bution of t
Clark who retires as the Diocesan Ministry Educatoretetind of 2018.

We thank God for his ministry: for the wisdom, support and
encouragement that he has given to so many over the years.



Last year, the NZ Bible Society piloted a Bake for Bibles project with

bakers from all over New Zealand, and received some great feedback.

One baker said AEverything was fabu
taste of the bisAndanbte r whiotd wer é@ Ky d
Sunday icing projeee huge success. O

E
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This year you are invited to join the project. Talk to Jan if you like to
bake (recipe will be provided and we have some animal cutters if you
want to follow the Noahodés ar k theme

-
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Once iced the bisdts are packaged arde saleproceeds go to the
Bible Society.
On the fourth Friday of the month come and join us at St Margaret’s, 4
What will the funds go towardsrhis year funds raised througBake Seaview Road, Brighton, for a quiet day of prayer and reflection. Opening
for Biblesd  twpwards Bibles for China. prayers are shared together then we have quiet time to listen to God. Next

Quiet Day is on Friday 26™ October 10am-4pm.
Sophie Gray says Bake for

i . . Please let us know if you intend coming so we have some idea of numbers.
Bibles is a great project for

kids, friends and the whole Ring Maureen for more details 03 456 0573
family. And very importantly,
the cookies are delicious!
Sophie is pictured on the left Guided Retreat Day
with the sample biscuits in the 1* December, 2018.

ark presentation pack. .
Watch the pewsheet for more details.




Diocese of Dunedin

150 Yeans

1869 - 2019

At Synod 2018 a resolution was passed: "That

and that consideration be given to a written history beingpdech"

It's a great idea to write an updated histdoyt it needs people who can
actually do this! If you have any suggestions (or offers) about making this
reality, contact Andrew Metcalfgegistra@calledsouth.org.nz

Any other bright ideasplease let us know (especially if you are keer
on organising something from your own Parish, Cherc@ommunity).

N

St Marybds Fest i August. Fellaveing the Hueharis
and morning tea at the church we enjoyed lunch at Equinox at
Forbury park.

this
Diocese marks its 150th anniversary in 2019 with an appropriate celebration

a

In this Season of Creation, Jeroham Meléndez, communications officer
for the Diocese of Costa Rica, explores food wastage.

We are approaching the end of the season of creation, in our Church in Costa
Ri ¢ a, this is the third year that w
Convention recognised the resolutions that have to do withtke carf Go d 0
creation and we | aunched a campaign
fundamental purpose is to motivate us to nourish our Christian faith by a
constant reflection on how we recognise the acts of God in everything that
surrounds us and thatdwoing so it is our duty is to honour that we receive by

his grace.

A few weeks ago we studied the miracle of the loaves and fishes and how
before giving them to his disciples Jesus blessed them (Matthew M/49),
looked atthe difference between givingahks for food and blessing the food.

When something is blessed, it is then sanctified; we understand that something
in it is different. When we bless our meals we understand that God is present in
our lives and that having a meal in front of us chaingiasef blessings that
includes work, health, talent, capacity, wedling, love, the good land and

crops, a productive chain that triggers the economy employing many people
and many other thing¥hen, why do we see so often that our rubbish bins are

fill ed with food almost in the same proportion as our plates are filled?

Approximately 72 billion pounds of perfectly good food from every point in
the food production cycle ends up in landfills and incinerators every year.
Roughly 805 million people go undemrished on a daily basisow much of

that wasted food makes their way to those landfills from the tables and plates
of Christians who have said prayers and given thanks for those meals?

Living our faith naturally, wetans t
means that we not only say a few words before eating but that we really
recognise God in our lives, that we long for the discipline of prayer and the
discomfort of not following the easy way but the difficult one.

The next time we sitdowntodatet 6 s be responsi bl e,
portion that we are going to eat an
enjoy by the grace of God, then | et
doing what we are supposed to do with what has blessdal.
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