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Interim Report of the Primate’s Working Group on Motion 29 
(concerning the blessing of same gender relationships). 
 
The Revd. Canon Alec Clark moved that the responses to the report 
from Pre Synod Archdeaconry meetings become the diocesan 
feedback on the draft report. The collated responses  shall be sent to 
the General Secretary of our church”. 
 
The Primates Working Group was established by the Primates: The 
Most Reverend Winston Halapua and The Most reverend Philip 
Richardson by request from the General Synod. The Working Group 
mandate was to: “consider possible structural arrangements within our 
three Tikanga church to safeguard both theological convictions 
concerning the blessing of same gender relationships”.  
 
The Interim Report recommends: 
 

 no alterations to the formularies of this church 

 enabling amorangi and dioceses to safeguard theological 
convictions within their episcopal units 

 amendment of the declaration of adherence and submission to 
the authority of General Synod 

 allowing amorangi and diocesan bishops to authorise individual 
clergy within their ministry units to conduct services blessing 
same gender relationships 

 providing immunity from complaint for bishops and clergy for 
exercising their discretion on whether or not to authorise or 
conduct services of same gender blessings 

 recognising Orders of Consecrated Life to allow for those with 
clear theological convictions to have those convictions 
respected and protected. 

 

The Synod passed the Motion.  

Oasis After School Programme 
 
Oasis is underway for Term four. We have a dozen children on our roll 
and average an attendance of 7-10 most weeks. We have received 
encouraging reports back from parents who overhear the children 
discussing with siblings what they have learned at ‘church’, on the way 
home in the car. Some of the children come with their extended family 
when we hold Messy Church, so this is a valuable way to share the life 
story of Jesus with another generation. 
 
Term four is a short term for us as we have only eight sessions. Two of 
these are preparing for our Christmas event with the children and our 
final week is a presentation with the families. 
Favourite activities include cooking,   helping read our bible story, 
puzzles and games. This week after sharing the story of the two sons 
the father asked to go into the vineyard to work - where one agreed but 
didn’t go and the other refused but changed his mind, (Matthew 21:23-
32) we played the “truth or lie game.”  This was great fun and harder 
than you would think. Try it with your own children! 
 
What to do: Give each child a pen and a piece of paper. 
Then explain that in no particular order they need to write down two 
things that are true about themselves, and one thing that isn’t. Give 
them a few minutes to do this. Then, get them one at a time to read out 
their three things (in no particular order) and get everyone else to try 
and guess which the lie is!!! 

Finally, towards the end of last term during a cooking activity the 
children made “Cheese Puffs”. These were very successful and some 
even made it home to be shared with family. You might like to try 
Catherine’s easy recipe. 
 

 

INGREDIENTS 

 1 cup flour 
 3 teaspoons baking powder 
 2 cups grated cheese 
 1 egg, beaten 
 1/2 cup milk 

 

 



METHOD 

Preheat oven to 200 C. Gently mix all ingredients together in a bowl. 
Drop large spoonfuls into greased patty tins or on a cold baking tray. 
Bake for 10-12 minutes until puffed and golden. 

 

It is a privilege to work with the children, and great to be part of the 
Oasis team. We ask for your prayers for the children, their families and 
the team as we offer this ministry. 

 

 

 

 

Intergenerational Advent 
 
The final Children’s Ministry Network meetings for the year will be held 
in Dunedin on Thursday, 2 November, and Invercargill on Sunday, 5 
November, will focus on Advent and Christmas resources.  In addition, 
there will be a whole day of resourcing and inspiration for Central Otago 
(hosted in Cromwell on Saturday 4 November.  
 For details visit:  http://www.kidsfriendly.org.nz/intergenerational-
advent-2/  RSVP appreciated for catering by, 1 
November:  Cheryl@kidsfriendly.org.nz 

practical expression of their Christian commitment”. The web-site 
www.cpag.org.nz offers good information about Child Poverty in NZ. 
 
Homelessness  Moved by Fred McElrea: 
 
“NZ has the worst homelessness problem in the OECD, according to a 
recent article in Yale University’s online magazine and 40,000 people 
are homeless here….. according to OECD figures”.  
“Adequate housing is a social and economic right recognized by the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights to which NZ is a signatory.” 
The Motion “urges all those with the power to make a difference 
(including Anglicans in this Diocese) to do all they can to make decent 
homes available at a reasonable cost to all who call this much-blessed 
country home.” 
 
Refugees Moved by Fred McElrea: 
 
“There are currently over 21 million refugees in the world”. 
“There have been calls from Amnesty International for NZ to double its 
quota to from 750 to 1500. 
Dunedin this year has resettled over 100 refugees from Syria. 
Invercargill has been added to the list as a refugee resettlement city by 
the Government and is expected to take a similar number”. 
 
“NZ Red Cross has been the lead agency working with the Dunedin 
City Council and they may also help in Invercargill. They have a need 
for financial and volunteer help in this valuable work.  Other important 
assistance (apart from Amnesty International, TEAR Fund and NZ Red 
Cross) is being provided by UNICEF, World Vision and Habitat for 
Humanity”. 
The Motion was passed  

a) Thanking “those Anglicans in this Diocese who are already 
supporting refugees” 

b) Encouraging “the next government to increase this country’s 
intake of refugees, setting a target over time equal to the 1500 
pa recommended by Amnesty International; and 

c) Encouraging “all Anglicans through their own Churches or 
individually, to actively support: 
i) Support the work of aid agencies working with refugees 

and  
ii) Refugees arriving in this diocese.  

Thank you to Alan 
and the Deanery 

Team who ran the 
Garage and Book 

Sale. A total of $842 
was banked  into our 

Deanery Account. 
 

Awesome result 
from an awesome 

team. 

http://www.kidsfriendly.org.nz/intergenerational-advent-2/
http://www.kidsfriendly.org.nz/intergenerational-advent-2/
mailto:Cheryl@kidsfriendly.org.nz
http://www.cpag.org.nz/


Synod 2017: Saturday, 23 September 
 
This was Bishop Steve’s first Synod following his Ordination and 
Induction the night before on Friday, 22 September. For this Synod, the 
role of President was taken by the Right Revd. Jim White, Commissary 
to the Primate.  
 
There were two Bills proposed for consideration by Synod. 
The first was a Bill by the Revd. Hugh Bowron to tighten and clarify the 
rules around clerical representation at Synod. The amendment to the 
statute clarifies procedures for electing clerical members of Synod. 
 
The second Bill (again proposed by Hugh) was to amend the Selwyn 
College Statute to allow for the sale of land and buildings and to direct 
how the funds held by the Board of the College, following sale, are to 
be distributed. 
After debate on the pros and cons of selling the College, the Bishop 
proposed it was best to hold off any decisions, until all the operational 
and governance issues have been comprehensively investigated and 
proposals for action to be considered. The Synod passed this proposal.  
 
Motions 
Some of the key motions passed at Synod relate directly to the theme 
of “Loving Action” as referred to in the Editorial. 
 
Child Poverty  Moved by the Ven Jan Clark: 
 
“Approximately 28 per cent of New Zealand children – about 295,000 – 
currently live in poverty” (Source: UNICEF website) 
 “Children are living in cold, damp, overcrowded houses; they do not 
have warm or rain-proof clothing; their shoes are worn and many days 
they go hungry. It can mean doing badly at school, not getting a good 
job, having poor health and falling into a life of crime” (Child Action 
Poverty Group Website). 
 
Synod affirmed “the right to security, food shelter, education and 
healthcare for every child in New Zealand. (CPAG Website) and that 
this Diocese supports the work of the Child Poverty Action Group, 
Anglican Family Care and South Centre and encouraged Anglican’s to 
become members and/or contribute financially to these groups, as a  

 

The Daily Examen is a technique of prayerful reflection on the events of 
the day in order to detect God’s presence and discern God’s direction 
for us.  The Examen is an ancient practice in the Church that can help 
us see God’s hand at work in our whole experience. 

The method presented here is adapted from a technique described 
by Ignatius Loyola in his Spiritual Exercises. St. Ignatius thought that 
the Examen was a gift that came directly from God, and that God 
wanted it to be shared as widely as possible. One of the few rules of 
prayer that Ignatius made for the Jesuit order was the requirement 
that Jesuits practice the Examen twice daily—at noon and at the end of 
the day. It’s a habit that Jesuits, and many other Christians, practice to 
this day. 

This is a version of the five-step Daily Examen that St. Ignatius 
practiced. 

1. Become aware of God’s presence. 
2. Review the day with gratitude.  
3. Pay attention to your emotions. 
4. Choose one feature of the day and pray from it. 
5. Look toward tomorrow. 

 An excerpt from the E- Magis magazine produced by Loyolla Press. 

Reviewing your day with a sense of gratitude, looking for those 
moments when you were aware of God’s presence and seeking to 
follow Christ becomes a pattern as natural as breathing. Gradually we 
attune to God’s presence and our willingness to follow the prompting of 
the Holy Spirit grows. God’s way is the way of love, if we reflect that 
love in our lives, we will bring God’s healing and hope to those most 
vulnerable. 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-spiritual-exercises/
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-community/jesuit-organizations/


 
 

Preparing our hearts for Advent 
 

A day of silence and prayer as we enter Advent 
   

Saturday, 2 December, 2017. 
 

Offered by the Rev’d Vivienne Galletly 
(in conjunction with the Southern Coastal Deanery.) 

 
Venue: St Margaret’s Anglican Church, Brighton. 

Time: 10am to 4pm 
 
Bring Bible, journal and pen if desired, bring your own lunch which will 
be taken in community in silence.  Hot drinks provided. 
 
Numbers limited –  
For further information or to register please phone Maureen Harley  

03 456 0573; 021 10 71 401 by Monday, 27 November . 

  

Quiet Day - "The Gift of the Day" 

The Companions of the Community of the Sacred Name invite you 
to join them on Saturday, 21 October 2017, 10am to 3.30pm, at St 
John's Roslyn.  

 The theme of the Quiet Day is 

"The Gift of the Day" facilitated by Rev Eric Kyte. 

Tea and coffee is provided, please bring finger food for a shared lunch. 

Relay For Life 2018 
 

The time is upon us to again support and fundraise for the people in our 
community who have been affected by cancer.  I have just been 
informed by the Cancer Society that the relay will be held on the 17th 
and 18th of March 2018 at the Caledonian Ground, Logan Park.  It’s 
unfortunate that we are not able to have the comfort of the Stadium this 
time around but for those of us who have been a part of this event for 
many years will have some fond memories of walking in the direct 
sunshine (and also the pouring rain).  The theme of our team this time 
around is “Garden of Eden” with the focus of our tent site being “caring 
for all creation”.  Registration forms are available at St Mary’s, St 
Mark’s and Holy Cross.  You can register to be part of the walking team 
with a fee of $20 or you can register to be part of the fundraising team 
with the only cost being time.  If you have any questions regarding this 
amazing event, please feel free to email thebairdfamily@xtra.co.nz  
 
Sandy Baird (Team Captain) 

Concert 
Saturday 9

th
 December 

Jan Harrington Versteeg 

and Friends 

@ Holy Cross Hall @ 2.30pm 

mailto:thebairdfamily@xtra.co.nz


 

We have been asked by the Ministry for Vulnerable Children/Oranga 
Tamariki to expand our Family Start services for vulnerable expectant 
parents, and parents of newborn and young children, into South Otago, 
Central Otago, Upper Clutha and Queenstown Lakes District from the 
1st October 2017. We are very excited that we will be able to reach 
families who live in isolated rural areas in Otago and provide services to 
support them through life’s most difficult circumstances. But we need 
your help.  

The funding we receive from our government partner covers the cost of 
front-line staff salaries. But to reach vulnerable families in their homes 
we also need vehicles, computers, and phones, and funds to help cover 
essential business expenses such as rent, power and office supplies. 
We would be extremely grateful for any donation, small or big, towards 
this expansion, and are blessed to have extraordinary supporters for 
the work we do. You can make a donation via internet banking: 
Anglican Family Care, BNZ 02 0912 0018828 07 Please put your name 
and “Spring 2017” in the particulars field and your address in the 
reference field. Or post to Anglican Family Care 266 Hanover Street 
Dunedin 9016. Alternatively place a donation in a clearly marked 
envelope in the collection at church. Thank you very much! 

Please help us to help our community 

 

Like any good story, the Christmas story turns the world as we know it 
upside down. Instead of finding the peace of the world amongst the 
powerful, the gospel writers look to those on the edges of our 
communities – the baby and the shepherds. 

It is here you will find our local partners working to make hope visible. 
Responding to children and young people traumatised by war, they 
provide the education and support for refugees. In small villages in 
South India, they train Dalits and other women with the skills they need 
so the poorest people have a voice in local decision making. Training in 
case of a natural disaster is becoming an essential part of their 
programmes. 

More than any of our festivals Christmas is a powerful story that picks 
up our deep yearnings for connection and meaning. It holds the 
promise of transformation and the message that we can always find 
hope. 

The world is a small place. We need to make sure we hear the voices 
of the people crying out for food, water and justice and respond in ways 
that give life and hope. In this way, we can help bring peace to the 
world. 

 

By introducing the theme of the 
Christmas Appeal now we hope 
you will think and pray about 
how you can support those who 
cry out for help. The appeal will 
be launched in our churches at 
the beginning of December on 
the first Sunday of Advent. 
Collectively we can be part of 
bringing hope this Christmas.  
 



Editorial: Robin Versteeg 
 

 “DO YOU TRULY LOVE ME MORE THAN 
THESE?” 

(John 21, v15ff) 
 

 
Peter answers lovingly: but Jesus insists on loving action, not just in 
response to the needs of our nearest and dearest (the easy bit) - but 
more so to all people. Our model for neighbourliness is God in Action.    
 
It comes down to who we think our “neighbour” is.  
Jesus journeyed alongside the marginalised and the disadvantaged 
and took issue with the “powers that be” who separated themselves 
from the ugly environments in which the unfortunate lived. The same 
applies more than ever to his Church today. 
 
I think this prayer from Saint Teresa of Avila speaks to the need for 
Christians to live in the service of the poor and disadvantaged: 
 
Christ has no body now in earth but yours; 
Yours are the only hands with which he can do his work, 
Yours are the only feet with which he can go about the world, 
Yours are the only eyes through which his compassion  
Can shine forth upon a troubled world. 
Christ has no body on earth now but yours. 
 
There are practical ways to respond in love featured throughout the 
magazine, CWS Christmas Appeal or Gifted programme, Heart 
Foundation half marathon, Anglican Family Care. May God’s love 
flourish in our lives and in our community. 

 

How does it work?  Choose the gift(s) from the catalogue or online at 
gift.org.nz  You can order a Gift card or choose an e-card. Your gift 
becomes a donation to a programme that helps people build better 
lives for themselves and their family. 

What you receive. CWS gifted will send you a Gift Card or e-card with 
room for a personal message, and a tax deductible receipt. The value 
of the gift is not shown on the card. You can then post or give the card 
to a friend or loved one or keep it. If you don’t want a card, please tick 
the box on the order form and we will only send a receipt. 

The Outcome.Your gift will change lives. Families will have food. 
Children will go to school. Hope will be shared. 

Examples of Gifts Bees $20, Trees $15, School $25. 

 

Buy a Gift that 
Multiplies Good. 

Archbishop Phillip based his 
Sermon at Bishop’s Steven’s 
Ordination on Jesus’ questions to 
Peter: when he charges Peter (i.e. 
the Church) with the mission to love 
as he himself loves.  

 



Reprinted with permission of the NZ Herald 

 


