
Worship Schedule 
Brighton 10.30am (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 10.30a.m (2nd & 4th Sundays) 
Brighton & Green Island no services from 25th Dec- 7th 

February 
   Mornington 9.30a.m. check schedule for January   
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 

 
Midweek service @ St Kilda final service  

23rd December, 2020 
 Recommences on the 3rd February, 2021  

 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St, St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020  email to jan.clark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 021 143 2974 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
 
Magazine Editor:  Robin Versteeg 471-0001 
    robinversteeg@ccsdisabilityaction.org.nz 
 

 

Please deliver this magazine to: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Magazine of the Anglican Southern Coastal Deanery 
 

Christmas – December 2020 
 

 

 
Praying you may you know the gift of love, 

peace, joy and hope this Christmas. 
 
 

Green Island – Brighton, Mornington, St. Kilda 

mailto:jan.alec@paradise.net.nz


 

Christmas Eve 24th December: Eucharist & Carols are being held at 
9pm at Holy Cross, St Kilda, St Mark’s Green Island, St Mary’s 
Mornington. 
 

Christmas Day 25th December: 9am Eucharist & Carols at St 
Margaret’s  Brighton, 4 Seaview Road, Brighton. 
 

Sunday 27th December: 10.30am Combined Deanery Service at Holy 
Cross, St Kilda. 
 

January no services at Green Island or Brighton.  
No midweek communion services at St Kilda, they  recommence on the 
3rd  February. 
 

Mornington Churches Worship together: 
 9.30am  3rd January at the Anglican Church,  
10th January at Methodist Church,  
17th January at the Presbyterian Church,  
24th January St Mary’s congregation back at St Mary’s. 
 
St. Kilda: 11am each Sunday. 
 

 

 
 
The words of the appeal refer to words in Matthew 25: “When I 
was hungry”.  Jesus was very clear about our responsibility to 
share food with those who had none. Living among very small 
peasant farmers, day labourers and fishing people, he would 
have felt the pressure of people who quite simply did not have 
enough to eat.  Many of the stories we have in the Gospels have 
food associations and links.  Praying the words “Give us our daily 
bread” come from a hungry place. 
 
Finding a path out of hunger is no easy journey, but the work we 
do together with our local partners is giving more people the 
support they need to improve their livelihoods.  Loving your 
neighbour as yourself demands this kind of action. 
 
The promise of Christmas is that life can be better. Change 
comes not by force or through power but in the birth of a 
baby.  Jesus was born at a time when life could be brutal in 
Galilee.  His message of love in action spoke to people then as it 
does to us today.  God is with us as we search for new ways of 
living that are sustainable and compassionate. Visit 
https://christmasappeal.org.nz/ to donate online or Donation 
envelopes are available in each of the Deanery Churches.  

Deanery Picnic 
 

Sunday 31
st
 January @ 11am at Sandy & Dave’s Home 

17 Riccarton Road East, East  Taieri. 

 

Eucharist begins at 11am. 

 

Bring a picnic and enjoy some fellowship together. 

https://christmasappeal.org.nz/


From the Registers 
 

Baptisms 
 

Matthew & Joseph Bond  
 15 March, 2020 

Noah Jaykib Young-Tuaitau 
4 October, 2020 

Ryan O’Callaghan-Hall 
29 November, 2020 

 

Marriages 
Chris & Genevieve Bernhardt 
22 February, 2020 @ St Mary’s 

 
Funerals 

Adrian Bond 29 December, 2019 
Larry Owen 30 January, 2020 

Margaret Joan Archer 24 February, 2020 
Aldwyn Keith Steele Marshall 25 March, 2020 

Suzanne Sylvia Sneddon 20 July, 2020 
Adam Ray King (Chum) 24 August, 2020 
Walter Garret Wanrooy 30 August, 2020 

Peggy King 3 September, 2020 
Stewart Ronald Vince 22 October, 2020 
Doris Mary McAuslin 23 October, 2020 

Frances Helen Clark 19 November, 2020 
Leslie James Ramble 22 November, 2020 

 
We also give thanks for the lives of  

 
John Dennison 
Elaine McFelin 

 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

May God’s peace surround their family and friends. 
 



 

 
 Child poverty in New Zealand has been front of mind for the 
Diocesan Social Justice Committee this year, with the economic 
fallout from COVID-19 pushing more children and their whanau 
into poverty. We are asking people to write to Members of 
Parliament to highlight this issue...  
 
What's The Problem?  
 
As a nation, New Zealand has a surplus of food. We need to 
challenge the systems and structures that allow so many of our 
children to go hungry.  
 
The Social Justice Committee urges parishioners across the 
Diocese to write a letter to their local MP, or to Jacinda Arden as 
Prime Minster and Child Poverty Reduction Minister, Grant 
Robertson as Finance Minister or Carmel Sepuloni as Minister for 
Social Development and Employment, asking for real and 
meaningful action to tackle child poverty in New Zealand.  
 
In the lead-up to the election, Jacinda Arden said “I’m not done 
on child poverty” but the new government has ruled out any 
benefit level increases this year. With Christmas rapidly 
approaching, the gap between families who struggle to make 
ends meet, and those who do not, will only intensify. While there 
are many things we can do at an individual level, the scale of the 
problem requires urgent government intervention. Earlier this 
month, a number of organisations, including the Child Poverty 
Action Group, the Social Justice Group of the Auckland Anglican 
Diocese and the New Zealand Council of Christian Social 

Born in a stable 

bare? 

Challenging child 

poverty in NZ. 



Services wrote an open letter on child poverty to Jacinda, Grant 
and Carmel. What Can I do? The Social Justice Committee asks 
you to add your voice to this call for action on child poverty by 
writing to your MP. Writing to your MP need not be daunting or 
time consuming. A short personal letter that expresses concern 
about child poverty keeps the issue in front of MPs and shows 
them that the public wants to see change. Or add your MP to your 
Christmas card list: as well as offering Seasons Greetings you 
could express the hope that 2021 will be a year of action for child 
poverty. The more people who write, the more powerful the 
message.  
 
There are lots of online resources that can help... If you want to 
learn more about child poverty in New Zealand, the Child Poverty 
Action Group website has lots of resources, statistics and other 
information: https://www.cpag.org.nz/  
The Better Public Media website has some helpful tips for writing 
to an MP. For greatest effect, they recommend personal letters 
sent by mail rather than cut-and-paste letters, or an email. The 
good news is, you do not need to pay for postage to parliament. 
https://betterpublicmedia.org.nz/get-involved1/letter-your-mp  
 
The parliamentary website covers the nuts and bolts of writing to 
your MP: https://www.parliament.nz/en/get-involved/have-your-
say/contact-an-mp/  

 

 
 

The season of Advent has begun, we have heard the cry to be ready, to 
prepare not only for the celebration of the birth of Christ, but to prepare 

our hearts each day to follow him. 
 

In a year that has been unique and strange, where the freedoms we 
take for granted have been limited as we united against a global 

pandemic, the privilege to gather for corporate worship is more precious 
than ever. I look forward to joining with you in worship this Christmas. 

 
This has been a challenging year financially for many people. As we 
seek to serve Christ in one another there are opportunities to unite 
again as we share our resources. You will find advertising for the 

Christian World Service Christmas appeal in this magazine, there are 
also agencies locally who need our help. Foodbanks and social service 
agencies are all trying to meet huge needs – please consider how you 

might support them. 
 

Most importantly please pray. While we are very fortunate in this 
country many of our global brothers and sisters are still in lockdown, 
mourning the loss of loved ones or wondering how they will recover 
economically. Thank God that there is a vaccine emerging and pray 

that it may be available to all regardless of means. 
 

Perhaps if there has been one lesson from this pandemic; we have 
learned again what Christ taught us;that we need one another, that 
love, compassion and kindness are great gifts that strengthen our 

community. God bless you all.      Jan Clark 

https://www.cpag.org.nz/
https://betterpublicmedia.org.nz/get-involved1/letter-your-mp


Prayer Encounters 
The practice of letting go of expectation. 

 
Materials; water soluble paper squares, writing utensils, a bowl of water 
 
Directions: 
 The angel’s news that Mary would have a baby changed her life. When 
Mary accepted God’s call for her life, all of the expectations she had 
before needed to be re-imagined in light of this unexpected calling.  
1. Reflect on these questions:   

■ When have you experienced something you were not 
 expecting?    

■ How did you respond?   
■ How would your life be different if this event or moment did not 
happen?   
■ What changed because it did?  

2. Write a prayer to God about that experience on the paper square. It 
can be any kind of prayer: thankfulness, acceptance, anger, fear, 
sadness, hope. Place the paper in the bowl of water as you trust God 
with that experience and with your prayer. 

 

 

 

 

The practice of contemplation. 

 

Materials: Paper, crayons,  
markers. 
 
Directions: 
 Galatians 4:4–7, reminds us that we are children of God. This 
identity and image is a joy. What does it mean to you to be a child 
of God?  
 
1. Take time to draw a picture of God’s children. Include yourself 
in the picture as you reflect on being a child of God. 

 

 


