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The Magazine of the Anglican Southern Coastal Deanery 

 

Christmas 2018 
 

 

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. 

“May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Luke 1:38 

Green Island – Brighton, Mornington, St. Kilda 

mailto:jan.alec@paradise.net.nz


THE COMING OF THE LORD 
 
I have been thinking about how Jesus would confront the awful 
things done to the poorest and most persecuted people in the world 
today. 
 
For example, the "caravan" of asylum seekers who have made their 
way from Puerto Rico through Mexico to the border with America. 
They are waiting to be allowed to cross into reception centres where 
they will have to stay while a long legal process determines if they 
can stay to start a new life. 
 
But now Donald Trump has used his Executive Power to stop them 
even having this chance for the Law to determine their fate. He is 
portraying these desperate people, often with small children, as 
"invaders" and a threat to "national security" and that therefore force 
can be used against them. He has ordered in troops who stand 
behind razor wire with orders to shoot to kill to stop anyone crossing. 
 
So back to the start: how would Jesus respond? 
 
In my imagination, I see him standing amongst the soldiers. His 
arms are spread wide and the people walk towards him unafraid and 
he embraces each one. The razor wire is gone and the soldiers 
have disappeared, as melted into the bright blue sky. But it isn't a 
pipe dream: right now, in the "real world", the Holy Spirit is working 
in the faithful; is transforming hate and violence into love, peace and 
justice. Hardness is being transformed into shalom in hearts and 
minds. This miracle is happening in the World now. 
 
Mercy and truthfulness have met together: justice and peace have 
embraced each other. 
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground: and righteousness will 
look down from heaven. Psalm 95, v10-11 

 
Robin Versteeg (Editor) 
 
 
 

 
Christian World Service 

Christmas Appeal 

 

Be the Lifeline for Change 
Tackling injustice, violence and poverty has never been an easy 
task but with the urgent need to intensify action on climate change, 
effective action is critical. Over 72 years we have learned much from 
our partners grappling with these issues on the frontline. They offer 
dynamic stories of change that can sustain us in our efforts to carve 
out a fairer future for our communities and the planet. 
The Appeal takes its theme from partner the Department of Service 
to Palestinian Refugees in Jordan who told International 
Programmes Coordinator Trish Murray CWS support was a lifeline 
to refugees. CWS is asking supporters to join the lifeline again so 
our 29 partners in 22 countries can continue working with vulnerable 
and exploited people to tackle the causes of poverty and injustice in 
their communities. 
This year’s Christmas Appeal uses the Sustainable Development 
Goals as a lens to look at how we can contribute to a world where 
‘no one is left behind’. Supporting local partners who are on the 
frontline of climate change or stopping violence against women and 
children is one way to contribute to this powerful global agenda. 
Business cannot be left to run as usual. Working together, we can 
join the lifeline so people have food, water and justice. 
Appeal envelopes are available at our churches. 



Virgin Birth 
 

We have within us a virgin place, 
a holy place which belongs to God alone. 
We know it by its hunger, 
we name it by its need. 
The space will not be touched 
by the people we love 
or the things we gather 
or the positions we hold. 
 
We have within us a growing place, 
an eternal space that exists for Truth. 
Where the love of God overcomes us, 
where the life of God fills us. 
The Emmanuel place where we conceive 
and become pregnant of the Holy One 
and day by day give birth 
to Christ in the world. 
 
Author unknown. This beautiful reflection was shared by Gerald at a 
recent service at Montecillo Veterans Home and Hospital. 
 
 
 

In loving memory 

We commend to God’s love and care 

Stephen Cathro 

Wayne Idour 

Gaye Mullen 

And pray for their families 

Message from 

Bishop Steven: 

Happy Christmas! 

“What has come into being in him was 

life, and the life was the light of all 

people.” (from John 1) 

What a fantastic pairing – light and life… A partnership made in heaven 

even! And at Christmas they come together perfectly in the baby lying 

in the manger. And as this holiday season gives us long summer 

evenings, I pray that you may be filled with the life and light of Jesus 

Christ, God’s gift to us and all people. My love and prayers to you all for 

a joyous Christmas and a peaceful 2019  + Steve 

 

 

Thank you to our 

bakers. Sales of 

shortbread have 

raised over $200 for 

the Bible Society 

All funds will help support The Bible Societies’  

Bibles for China’s Millions project. $2 provides the 

paper to print a bible. So we have helped to get 

100 Bibles to people who wish to have them. 



 

Quiet Days at St Margaret’s Brighton 
 

On Saturday 1st December, Bishop Steve led our reflections based 

around the Advent theme. Four reflections based around the Advent 

progression of; Patriarchs, Prophets,  John the Baptist and Mary the 

mother of Jesus.  Time for engaging with the themes,  and time to 

share Eucharist together  offered a special gift as the season of Advent 

began. 

On the fourth Friday of the month come and join us at St Margaret’s, 4 

Seaview Road, Brighton, for a quiet day of prayer and reflection. 

Opening prayers are shared together then we have quiet time to listen 

to God. Please let us know if you intend coming so we have some idea 

of numbers. 

Our Lenten Quiet Day will be held on Saturday, March 2nd – 10am-4pm. 

Ring Maureen for more details  03 456 0573 

Stamps for Missions 

 

For many years, the New Zealand Anglican Board of Missions 

(NZABM) has received stamps from parishes and then on-sold them to 

raise money for their mission activities. Although the use of stamps and 

the number of collectors has significantly declined around the world in 

recent years, NZAMB still maintain this service and, indeed, I have just 

sent off to them a large parcel of stamps collected over the last few 

years by several St Mary’s parishioners. So if any of you have any used 

(or unused) stamps that you would like to donate to NZABM either send 

them directly to them ( Anglican Missions, P.O. Box 12012, Thorndon, 

Wellington 6144) or give them to me to collate and send off. They will 

accept stamps from any country but have specifically asked not to be 

sent any general use New Zealand ‘KIWI’ stamps – they have been 

overwhelmed by them in recent times ! 

If you have time, trim each used stamp but making sure to leave no less 

than 3 mm ( about ¼ inch) of backing paper around the stamp. 

I would also be happy to receive any old stamp albums (how many of 

you still have stamp albums from childhood days stored away 

somewhere ?) and sort through them to remove any stamps that I could 

pass on to NZABM.  

Barrie Peake (St Marys) 

16 Napier St., Belleknowes 

Ph., 435 3151                       Email : barrie.m.peake@gmail.com 
 

 



Advent & Christmas 

Mornington – St Mary’s. 3 Whitby St. 

 

 1st Sunday in Advent (2nd Dec.) 

St Mary’s people join with Mornington Methodist for worship at 9.30am 

as we launch the Christmas appeal. 

 2nd Sundays in Advent  (9th Dec) 

Mornington Methodist Church join us at St Mary’s @9.30am 

3rd Sunday in Advent (16th Dec) 

9.30am Eucharist 

4th Sunday in Advent (23rd Dec.) 

9.30am Eucharist 

Christmas Eve Service  

9.30pm Carols and Eucharist 

 

St Kilda – Holy Cross 5 Bellona St  

Advent @ St Kilda   

11am Eucharist on the 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd Dec 

 

 Christmas Eve Service  

9pm Carols and Eucharist 

 

Green Island - 27 Shand St,  Brighton - 4 Seaview Rd. 

Advent @ St Margaret’s – 10.30am Eucharist on the 2nd & 16th Dec. 

Advent @ St Mark’s – 10.30am Eucharist on the 9th  & 23rd  Dec.  

 

 Christmas Eve Service  

 9pm Carols & Eucharist at St Mark’s 

 

Christmas Day Service – 

9am St Margaret’s Brighton  Deanery Eucharist.   

This will be the only service in the Deanery. 

 

 

30th December    Deanery Service at St Kilda at 10.30am 

followed by a pot luck lunch 

 

January services 

Mornington @ 9.30am 

6th Jan.’19 Mornington churches combine at the Methodist Church. 

13th Jan.’19 Mornington Churches combine at the Presbyterian Church 

20th Jan. ’19 Mornington Churches combine at St Mary’s  Anglican. 

27th Jan. ’19 St Mary’s normal Eucharist resumes. 

 

St Kilda – Holy Cross @ 11am. 

Each Sunday in January there will be a Eucharist shared together. 

Green Island – Brighton 

Jan 6th & 13th join with Mornington Churches at 9.30am 

Or St Kilda @ 11am 

Sunday 20th Jan. ’19  10.30am Eucharist @ St Margaret’s Brighton 

Sunday 27th Jan. ’19 10.30am Eucharist @ St Mark’s Green Island. 

 

Welcome back Picnic 

Sunday 3rd Feb. @ 11am @ Sandy & Dave’s home 

East Taieri. 

 

 



Produced by the Salvation Army the following ideas 

offer ways to serve others, to share some joy this 

Christmas. Perhaps you can think of other ways to 

serve others, give it a go and help love grow. 
 

 

 

 

 


