
Please pray for: 
 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, Community Support Enabler Anne Van 
Gend, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
For the global effort to contain the Covid19 pandemic 
Give thanks for the lives of Nona Prior  and Prince Philip and pray for 
their families. 
Those who are sick:  Amy, Anne, Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Chris, Claire 
Christie, Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy 
H,  Ellen, Eric, Gary Griffith-Smith, Graham, Jan HV, Jan Y, Jean V,  
Jim L, Joan F, Mike, Myrtle, Louise,  Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, 
Nick D, Philip, Sarah, Sharron M,  Shirley M,  Faye, Ruby,  Val S, Valda 
M, Yvonne D. 

Worship Schedule 
 

Brighton 10.30a.m. 1st and 3rd Sundays      
Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 

 Mornington 9.30a.m.   
 

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service 
 Wednesday @ 1pm at Holy Cross 

 
Southern Coastal Deanery 

St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 
St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

 
Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 

 
        
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 
 
St Kilda Warden:  Gerald Harley  456-0573 

Southern Coastal 
Deanery 

 
18 April, 2021.                                                      3rd Sunday of Easter 
 
 
A thread running through this week’s texts is that of being a witness – 
of what has been, of what is unfolding, of something to be revealed. To 
be a witness, as these texts understand it, is to exist in complex 
tensions of doubt and evidence, astonishment and faith, terror and 
peace, disbelief and joy, of distress and hope, of who we are and who 
we could be. To be a witness is to have an encounter with God that 
transforms us and compels us to act. 
 Acts 3:12–19 recounts Peter’s sermon following his and John’s 
healing encounter with a person who has been lame since birth (v. 2). 
Peter speaks of the people in condemning terms, depicting them as 
having rejected Jesus, painting a stark contrast to those whose lives 
are marked by the power of faith in the resurrected Christ, evidenced in 
the wholly transformed life of the formerly lame man.  
Like the disciples in Luke 24:36b–48 are invited to “touch and see” 
Jesus, those present “see and know” this man and are witnesses to his 
story and the power of faith. The good news of Peter’s sermon is that, 
through repentance, all those present may be forgiven and restored to 
wholeness. 
 In 1 John 3:1–7, community is understood as a gift from God, part of 
our identity as children of God. Again, tension is present in this 
community of witnesses who “see” (v. 1) God’s love. They await a 
future revelatory encounter with God, one that will transform them; yet, 
they know that being children of God requires a response, imperfect as 
it is.  
Luke 24:36b–48 continues the narrative that began earlier in v. 13 with 
Cleopas and his companion encountering Jesus on the Emmaus road. 
“They” (v. 36) are the eleven disciples plus their companions, gathered 
and listening to the Emmaus pair tell of meeting and sharing a meal 
with Jesus.  
These events mirror the events of last week’s text from John 20. This 
time, however, the disciples are in the position of Thomas. They are 
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hearing another’s account of meeting the risen Jesus and are not able 
to overcome their doubt without the evidence of sight and touch.  
This text presents two significant and interlocking themes. First, as also 
happens in Acts 3, a miraculous event occurs, and, as a response, 
those who are witnesses to the event are called to repent. To be a 
witness is not a passive event. It is a call to action. The gathered 
followers are not only observers of an amazing story; they are to be 
participants in that amazing story.  
Second, repentance is an act of devotion to God, an act of worship, as 
is sacrifice (Psalm 4:5) and purification (1 John 3:3). In Luke, Jesus 
shares food (v. 41) and word (v. 44) with his followers. These are 
sacred acts. Luke 24, along with this week’s other texts, makes a deep 
connection between being witnesses to the love of God and 
participating in the worship of God. 
To be a witness is to respond to the call of God. Each of this week’s 
texts asserts that we all bear the burden of the sins we have 
perpetrated and are called to repentance. Each text is equally clear that 
God’s complete forgiveness is perpetually offered to all. How might we 
express repentance as part of our response to God’s call to be 
witnesses?  

 
Easter Acclamation: 
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  
 
Opening Prayer 
God of light and life, we gather as witnesses to your abundant love. We 
are amazed to discover you anew through our prayers, our praise, and 
our offerings. God, you encourage us amidst our daily living to become 
stewards of your love and grace. We ask you to be here with us as we 
witness your love made real through Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
 
Sentence: `Peace be with you,’ says the Lord, `As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.’   John 20:21 
  
Collect of the Day. 
Alleluia! Holy God, you set the example for us to follow; as we fulfil your 
call to care for your world make us faithful shepherds of your love. 
Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Readings. Acts 3:12-19, 1 John 3:1-7, Luke 24:36b-48 

Hymns: HTC 33 Now thank we all our God, NJ 58 I am the light of the 
world, NJ 136 Take our bread, NJ 89 Let there be peace on earth. 

Notices 

21th April, Wednesday: 1pm Midweek communion @ St Kilda, 7.30pm 
Deanery Council joining conversation with neighbouring parishes 

22nd April, Thursday: Fruit & vege distribution 10.30-11.30am St 
Mark’s, 4-5.30pm St Kilda, 2pm Home communion 7pm Lenten Study 
group meets to discuss ongoing plans all welcome. 

23rd April, Friday: 10-4pm Quiet Day at Brighton, 1.30pm Interment of 
Ashes, 7pm Ordination of John Graveston at the Cathedral, 

24th April, Saturday: 4pm Installation of Barbara and Frances 
Noordanus at co-vicars of St Matthews. 

Southern Service: The First 50 Years Of Dunedin's Family Care Centre 
Book Launch Tuesday April 27, 5pm - 7pm Dunnningham Suite, Level 4, 
Dunedin Public Library, Moray PlaceYou will have the chance to hear 
from Shayne Walker, senior lecturer in Social Work at Otago 
University.The book will be available for purchase at $39.95 each, with 
the author, Julia Stuart present to sign copies.  

 
Hospital bedpushing – helpers needed for Sunday 16th May. Contact 
Gervan if you can help. 
 

 

 

St Mark’s Green Island – Patronal 
Festival 

 
2nd May, 2021 at 10.30am 

 
This is a combined Deanery Service 

and will be followed by a pot luck 
lunch. 

Bishop Steve will be with us. 


