
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Alec Clark, the 
Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
Give thanks for the lives of Neville Selwood and Rob Lancaster pray for 
their families. 
Those who are sick:  Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Chris, Cruz and 
Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Eric, Graham, 
Grayson, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse Bessant, Jim L, Keith M, Les,  Marilyn, 
Margaret, Mark S, Pam, Pat G, Philip, Ross, Sarah, Sharron M,  
Stewart, Tim, Russell, Rhianwyn, Val S, Yvonne B, Claire J 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 9am (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 11a.m.   Mornington 9.30a.m.   
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 

 
Midweek service 

  
Wednesday 1pm @ Holy Cross Hall, St Kilda.  

 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          487-9299 
 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 
22nd   April, 2018.                                                  4th  Sunday of Easter 
 

The texts this week call us to look beyond the surface of appearances 

and see what lies beneath the surface. When we can do that, we can 

grow in grace and love. Jesus offers his whole self – wounds and all – 

to the disciples; in that, they see that he is the resurrected Christ. The 

biblical image of shepherd – used to describe both God and Jesus – is 

one of steadfast love and faithfulness. The focus text and psalm invite 

us to imagine God’s ultimate care for humankind through the essential 

qualities of a good shepherd: caring, rescuing, feeding, protecting, and 

guiding. Such love enfolds us as we journey as disciples of the Risen 

One.  

Focus scripture: John 10:11–18 In John 10:1–6, Jesus offers a story to 

illustrate his mission among the people of God. This is a continuation of 

his dialogue with the Pharisees after the healing of one born blind in 

John 9. When the Pharisees and others who might have been listening 

do not understand the metaphor of “gatekeeper,” Jesus goes on to 

describe himself as “the gate for the sheep” (v. 7).  

As we enter the focus scripture, Jesus casts himself as “the good 

shepherd,” a metaphor used for God in Ezekiel 34:11–31 and Psalm 

23. It is likely that the gospel writer and the first readers of John made 

this connection – Jesus is claiming to be one with God and to be doing 

God’s work.  

The image of the good shepherd is rich: the shepherd cares for and 

protects the flock, returns lost sheep to the fold, and feeds the flock. 

This good shepherd puts the well-being of the flock ahead of everything 

else, even the shepherd’s own life. We today, like the first readers of 

John before us, are able to ponder the meaning of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection through this powerful image. After saying what the good 

shepherd will do, Jesus adds what the shepherd will not do. Jesus 

contrasts the good shepherd with a hired hand, who does not have 

ultimate commitment to – or covenant with – the sheep. Building from 

the earlier verses about being “the gate for the sheep,” Jesus fills out 
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this teaching with a word about the sheep in the shepherd’s charge. 

The good shepherd opens up the “pen” – the place of relationship with . 
the shepherd, where sheep receive care and protection – to all who 

respond to Jesus’ voice.  

One might wonder if this might have been heard by the first readers as 

assurance and encouragement that no matter who they were, they 

belonged to Jesus. One might wonder about the reaction of those who 

heard Jesus’ voice and did not respond. What might it have meant to 

the religious authorities that Jesus was extending such an invitation to 

those beyond their jurisdiction?  

Beloved by many Christians and Jews, and those who claim neither 

faith, Psalm 23 speaks of God as shepherd. These six short verses are 

an expression of the psalmist’s confidence in God’s protection. The 

words assure those who follow in God’s way that God provides for 

every need, and that the paths of God are defined by steadfast love 

and faithfulness  
 

The practice of contemplation      Read John 10:11–18.  

Focus on verse 14, “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 

own know me.”  

Write or draw your responses to these prompts in your journal:  

■ How do you know when you are following a good shepherd? What 

are the qualities of a good shepherd?  

■ What does it feel like to be well and truly known by another person? 

What does it feel like to be well and truly known by God? 

 
Call to worship  
Listen! The one who knows you is calling you by name, inviting you to 
be enfolded into community.  
We will follow the voice of love.  
You will find here refreshment for your body and soul and space to rest 
your weary bones.  
We will follow the voice of love.  
A table of community is set for you, and the enemies around and within 
and all are welcome.  
We will follow the voice of love.  
Come, let us worship. 
 
Opening prayer: Loving Shepherd, through the gift of this gathered 
community may we know your attentive care, abundant beauty, and the 

power of reconciliation. Guide us, protect us, feed us, renew us, love 
us. Amen. 
 
Sentence of the Day: `I am the good shepherd,’ says the Lord:  `I 
know my own and my own know me.’  John 10:14 
 
Collect: Good shepherd of the sheep, by whom the lost are sought 
and guided into the fold; feed us and we shall be satisfied, heal us and 
we shall be whole, and lead us that we may be with you, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, where you reign one God for ever. Amen. 
 
Readings: Acts 4:5-12, 1 John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18 
 
Hymns: HTC 7 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, HTC 305 Loving 
shepherd of your sheep, HTC 591 The Lord’s my shepherd, HTC S 3 
Alleluia, alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord. 
 
Notices: 
Tuesday 24th  April: 4pm Health & Wellness group @ Holy Cross. 
Wednesday 25th  April., 10am Home Communions 1pm the Midweek 
Eucharist at Holy Cross. 7pm Mornington Committee  
Thursday 26th  April: Fruit & Vege distribution 10.30am – 11.30am St 
Mark’s Green Island, 4pm – 5.30pm Holy Cross St Kilda,  
 
Sunday 29th April. We are celebrating St Mark’s Patronal Festival 
at Green island. There is a combined Deanery service at 10.30am 
followed by a pot luck lunch. 
At 4.30pm Mornington Churches gather for worship at the 
Methodist Church. 
 
Diocesan Ministry Conference 24 – 26 July 2018 Burn’s Lodge Holy 
Cross Centre Mosgiel Enrolment forms are out now. 
 
Winter Warmer Music Concert 7pm, Thursday 14 June at St 
Matthew’s Church. All proceeds go to supporting Otago children in 
need. Featuring the amazing voices and music of the Dunedin Chorus, 
Sings Hilda (St Hilda’s Choir), Sing Out! (St Clair School Choir) and  St 
Matt’s Band. Interval refreshments provided. Tickets $20 for adults, free 
for kids. Please book at www.anglicanfamilycare.org.nz/concert or call 
03 477 0801  
 

http://www.anglicanfamilycare.org.nz/concert

