
Please pray for: 
 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, Community Support Enabler  - Anne Van 
Gend, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
For the global effort to contain the Covid19 pandemic 
For ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ global prayer movement as we pray for others 
to come to know Jesus. 
Those who are sick:  Amy, Anne, Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Chris, Claire 
Christie, Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy 
H,  Ellen, Eric, Gary Griffith-Smith, Graham, Jan HV, Jan Y, Jean V,  
Jim L, Joan F, Mike, Myrtle, Louise,  Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Muriel, 
Murray, Nick D, Philip, Sarah, Sharron M,  Shirley M,  Faye, Ruby,  Val 
S, Valda M, Yvonne D. 

Worship Schedule 
 

Brighton 10.30a.m. 1st and 3rd Sundays      
Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 

 Mornington 9.30a.m.   
 

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service 
 Wednesday @ 1pm at Holy Cross no service on 28th April 

 
Southern Coastal Deanery 

St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 
St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

 
Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 

 
        
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 
 
St Kilda Warden:  Gerald Harley  456-0573 

Southern Coastal 
Deanery 

 
9th May, 2021.                                                     6th Sunday of Easter 
 
 
God’s command is clear: love one another as God in Christ has loved 
us. This steadfast love requires much of us, even as far as laying down 
our lives for another; yet, this love gives much: joy, inclusion, divine and 
human friendship, security, deliverance, equity, justice. How can we 
help but make a joyful noise to God?  
Acts 10:44–48 is the concluding episode in the story of Cornelius, 
which has unfolded in chapter 10. Peter preaches to Cornelius’s friends 
and family whom Cornelius has gathered. Essentially repeating the 
Ethiopian official’s question from last week (Acts 8:36), using the same 
verb, hinder, Peter, asks, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people…?” The boundaries continue to be pushed outwards in 
the movement of the Spirit of God.  
Psalm 98 is an explosion of extravagant praise. It is joyful and wild. 
The imagery is beautifully vivid. Humanity and creation play their 
instruments and sing their song in celebration of God’s deliverance, 
God’s salvation (described as God’s victory in NRSV). 
1 John 5:1–6 affirms the interrelationship between love of God, love of 
others, and obedience to God’s commandments. In a subversion of the 
world’s structures, that which is “victorious” in the world is not to be 
power or wealth or might or privilege. The victory comes via our faith, 
our belief.  
John 15:9–17 follows last week’s “I am the true vine” passage and 
continues to expand on the character of Christian love. This love is a 
joy (v. 11), not a burden. However, it is not “easy” or sentimental: it 
requires nothing less than a willingness to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. To become a friend of Jesus carries a commitment, obedience 
to the commandment to love one another sacrificially, as Jesus has 
loved us (see also John 13:34). In this friendship, we make ourselves 
vulnerable in making ourselves known to others, as did Jesus. This 
vulnerability brings risk, but it also brings the promise of abiding 
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together, of deepening our relationships. Self-revelation, in this sense, 
can be a form of laying down one’s life for others.  
The command to love as God loves, as Jesus Christ loves, is multi-
layered in its interpretation and asks so very much of us in its 
application in daily life. The psalmist, however, is undaunted and sings 
mightily and joyfully in celebration of the enacted love of God. In our 
singing and praying, individually and communally, what are ways in 
which we can weave together exuberant expressions of praise with 
calls for justice and righteousness? 
 
 
Easter Acclamation: 
Alleluia, Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  
 
Opening Prayer 
God of many blessings, we give thanks for this day. We give thanks for 
all that life holds. We give you thanks for your steadfast love, for your 
faithfulness, for your justice. We gather to worship you, share our joy, 
and receive your love. Be with us now and always. Amen. 
 
Sentence: Jesus said, `You did not choose me, but I chose you.  And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit.’ John 15:16 
  
Collect of the Day. 
Alleluia! Holy One, you are our constant companion. Send your Holy 
Spirit so that our journey in faith may continue to be lived in all its 
fullness into eternity. Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen 
 

Readings. Acts 10:44-48, Psalm 98, 1 John 5:1-6, John 15:9-17 
 
Hymns: NJ 264 Awake my soul vs 1, 4, 6,7, HTC 352 Sing to God new 
songs of worship (tune Ode to Joy), We seek your kingdom, HTC 602 
We come as guests invited. 

Notices 
Monday, 10th May; 5.30pm Ashes blessing 
Tuesday 11th  May; 3pm Oasis,  

Wednesday 12th May; 10am Home communion, 1pm Midweek 
Communion @ Holy Cross, 2pm Worship @ Thornbury House 
Thursday 6th May; 10.30am-11.30am Fruit & vege Distribution Green 
island, 4-5.30pm F & V at St Kilda, 1pm Rest Home communions, 2pm 
AAW at Holy Cross,  reflecting on St Kilda – the way we were, our local 
neighbourhood. 7pm Study Group at Holy Cross, All welcome. 
 
Sunday, 16th May; 4pm Soup & Communion @ St Mary’s. 
 
Advance Notice; we have a 5th Sunday in May. On the 30th May we 
will join together for worship at St Mary’s at 10.30am for a Deanery 
Service. You are invited to stay for soup and buns after the service. 
 
 

 
 
Join the global wave of prayer calling all Christians to pray between 
Ascension and Pentecost for more people to come to know the love 
and peace of Jesus Christ. May 13th - May 23rd 2021 
 
 

To pray is to share every part of yourself and your life with 
God. To pray together is to share our lives with God and in 
the work of God. Moving closer to God, each other and the 
world. Let us pray together, “Thy Kingdom Come.” 

 

 

 



 

 

We seek your kingdom. 

 
We seek your kingdom throughout every sphere 
We long for heaven’s demonstration here 
Jesus your light shine bright for all to see 
Transform, revive, and heal society 
 
Before all things, in him all things were made 
Inspiring culture, media, and trade 
May all our work serve your economy 
Transform, revive, and heal society 
  
Peace, truth, and justice reigning everywhere 
With us be present in our public square 
Fill all who lead with your integrity 
Transform, revive, and heal society 
  
Forgive us Lord, when we have not engaged 
Failing to scribe your heart on history’s page 
Make us again what we were made to be 
Transform, revive, and heal society 
 
Faithful to govern ever may we be 
Selfless in service, loving constantly 
In everything may your authority 
Transform, revive, and heal society 
 
Melody: Eventide (Abide with me) by William Henry Monk (Public Domain) 
Lyrics: Noel Robinson, Andy Flannagan, Graham Hunter 
© 2016 Downwardly Mobile Music, Nu Image Music, Graham Hunter 
Used by permission. All rights reserved 
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