
Resources for the 6th Sunday of Easter                      17 May, 2020. 
 
Call to worship 
One: Come, let us gather in praise of the one who shows us the way: 
All: The way of Christ is love. 
One: Let us gather in thanksgiving for the one who teaches the truth: 
All: That we were all made in God’s image and called good. 
One: Let us worship the one who gives us life. 
All: Blessed be our God, source of all creation. 
 
Opening Prayer 
Our God is within and beyond. 
God of all Creation, out of your being all things 
were made, yet in all things your being is uncontained. Help us to see you within all things, 
within all people. Help us to know that you are beyond our understanding, beyond our 
imagining, from everlasting to everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayer of confession 
God of all, whom we have learned to see in the person of Jesus the Christ, open our eyes 
to your presence around us. 
Open our hearts, that we might see your incarnation continuing in the living and growing of 
your Creation. 
For we confess that we see you more easily in those who look like us, think like us, act like 
us.  
We confess that we can struggle to see you in those who are different – in the diversity of 
Creation; we confess that we do not always see that you are more significant than we are, 
more diverse than we are, more inclusive than we are. 
We confess that in refusing to see you in all our neighbours, we have refused to love you 
as you have loved us. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Help us to see beyond ourselves. Help us to keep your commandments. Help us to feel 
confident enough in your love for us that we can acknowledge your love for others 
without fear. Amen 
 
Words of affirmation 
One: God of grace, you invite us to love one another as you 
have loved us. And so we remember your abiding love. 
We remember that you did not wait until we were 
ready but sent Jesus the Christ to guide us in your 
way. For your grace is poured out upon us before we 
even ask, calling us always back to you. 
By your mercy, we are beloved. By your grace, we are 
forgiven. 
All: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen 
 
Collect: 
God who speaks in silence; 
help us wait in quietness. 
When you seem absent, 
grant us the faith that knows you are there, 



bringing to fulfilment all you have started. 
Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Readings: 
Acts 17:22-31 
Ps 66:8-20 
1 Pet 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 
 
Background to the Readings: 
There are times when following Jesus feels particularly hard. Jesus himself knows how his 
ministry will end, while the writer of 1 Peter, reflects on how our faith can push us against 
the grain of what is culturally expected and acceptable. This week’s readings remind us 
that the indwelling love of God and the Spirit’s enduring presence is with us; no matter 
what, we are never alone and never abandoned. 
Acts 17:22–31 What is it that we worship? In many ways, this is the question that Paul 
asks of us all through his speech in Athens. Do we keep our hearts turned towards that 
which is of human origin, cast in metal or stone or created of human desire? Or do we 
keep our hearts turned to that which is always bigger than we are, that which unites all of 
Creation in one origin and one blessing? Do we give our attention, our time, our energy to 
our own stuff, or to God’s? 
These are questions that we need to ask from time to time throughout our lives of faith. As 
much as we all want to follow Jesus and to live our faith, it is entirely human to want to 
avoid suffering. We want to have the spacious place and the listening God that the writer 
of Psalm 66:8– 20 describes, but the refining and the burdens sound a lot less palatable. 
Sometimes we go so far as to suggest that the refining was needed for the ancients, but 
that we who follow Jesus no longer need it. 
Today’s texts suggest otherwise. Though neither use the terminology of the psalm, 
both the writer of 1 Peter 3:13–22 and Jesus acknowledge the continuing need to 
acknowledge our humanity while still striving for the divine. The acts of love, grace, 
and compassion to which the gospel calls us can be uncomfortable, to say the least. 
Loving all of our neighbours can call into question the status quo in which some folks are 
“in” and some are “out.” If we are called to love those who are “out” then we call into 
question the system that excluded them, and the power that depends on that exclusion. 
We will suffer indeed; with those who are suffering, by virtue of our compassion, but also 
because of the pushback that comes when cultural mores are questioned. Jesus knew 
both of these forms of suffering intimately. In 
John 14:15–21, he discusses them openly with his disciples just hours before he will be 
crucified for preaching radical love and inclusivity. There will be times when it will feel like 
we are walking through fire and carrying heavy burdens, and that we will be doing so by 
ourselves. When we worship our God, rather than the human desires and comforts of this 
world, then we will suffer, with and for the sake of others, which is an inherently lonely 
experience. 
Yet in our loving, we are always accompanied by the Holy Spirit, here called the Advocate 
(literally, the Paraclete: the one who is called alongside us). As much as our faith 
may lead us to feel abandoned when our insistence on love and justice puts us at odds 
with the world – even with those closest to us – we have the assurance that we will be 
accompanied, that we will be able see Jesus and be part of him and of God, even now in 
this life. 



• • • • • 
What is it that we worship, and what is it that keeps us fromthe love that Jesus preached? 
Where do we need to be reminded of the abiding presence of the Spirit, to give us the 
reassurance that at the end of the refining – of our choosing to love – we will find the 
spaciousness and comfort of our God? 
 
Connecting with Scripture: 
Acts 17:22–31 
Humans are very good at worshipping that which looks like us and calling it God – we tend 
to re-create God in our own image. We’re not quite as good at seeing the image of God 
in those we consider “other” or “outside.” 
Seeing and loving are deeply intertwined. When we are truly loved, being seen has the 
power to create bonds of trust and solidarity that bind us into community. 
■ How might we embody love that sees someone as they are? How might stories of those 
who seem different cross boundaries race, gender, class, orientation? 
Consider your response to such stories. 
■ What inspires you? Challenges you? How do stories inform your understanding of what 
it means to love one another? 
■ What role might social media play in crossing boundaries? …In building walls? 
 
1 Peter 3:13–22 reminds us that living in God’s way is not always easy. We may be trying 
to share the love of God, but we may still know pain and rejection at the hands of others. 
■ When have you done the right thing and it resulted in suffering? 
■ How is the practice of love taught or embodied in this passage? 
 
John 14:15–21 Everything Jesus says is bracketed by the command to love. 
■ In your experience, does the church do the same? 
■ How do we know if we are loving in the right way? 
 
 
The Practice of Prayerful Reflection 
Directions 
Jesus assures his followers that he will not leave us orphaned. We can, though, walk 
away from or cut ourselves off from God and, in a sense, “orphan” ourselves from God. 
1. Think about times in your life when you have separated yourself from God. You 
might like to reflect on the following questions: 
■ What led to your decision? Or was it simply that you drifted away? 
■ How did being distanced from God feel? 
■ What brought you back? 
■ What keeps you connected to God now? What keeps you from God now? 
2. Write about or draw about these times. 
3. What would you say to someone about this process? 
 

Reflection 
 
Describe a time you were talking about something, and another person truly listened. 
Focus on an instance when the other person made you feel safe, seen, and not alone.  
 
Scripture Reading: Psalm 61:19 
But truly God has listened;  God has given heed to the words of my prayer. 
 
Reflection 



Today’s scripture comes from the book of Psalms. The psalmist is praising God because 
God truly listens and is present with us. Truly listening and being present with someone is 
about more than just being in the same room and hearing them talk. 
True presence is about paying attention to what someone is saying and how they are 
thinking and feeling. 
Being truly present with someone else means showing them how much we care about 
them. God is present with us like that. God listens to everything we say, even the things 
we don’t say out loud or have words for. 
God always cares, whether our concerns are big or small. 
We can and should practice this kind of presence with each other. One way we can do this 
is through active listening. Active listening means: looking at the other person, responding 
to their words, not focusing on what we’re going to say next, etc. 
It feels good when we are heard, seen, and loved. We have the power to make someone 
else feel that way too. 
How can you practice presence and active listening throughout the coming week? 
 
Discussion Questions 
1. Who is someone in your life who truly listens to you? 
2. How do you know when someone is really listening and paying attention to you? 
3. How do you show other people you are listening to them? 
 
Prayer 
Dear God, thank you so much for always being present with us. Thank you for truly 
listening to what we say, think, and feel and for always caring about us. Help us practice 
this kind of presence and listening with one another. Amen. 


