
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
Pray for the Selwyn College consultation panel as together we seek 
God’s direction for the future of the college. 
Pray for Tony Martin as he is ordained Deacon next Sunday. 
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time.   
Those who are sick:  Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Chris, Cruz and 
Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Ellen, Eric, 
Gerald, Graham, Helen, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse Bessant, Jim L, Keith M, 
Les, Louise,  Lysiane, Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, Pat G, 
Peggy, Philip, Sarah, Sharron M, Stephen,  Stewart, Tim, Ruby,  Val S, 
Yvonne B, Claire & Sue J 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 10.30a.m. (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 
 Mornington 9.30a.m.   

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service 
Wednesday, 1pm @ Holy Cross 

 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 

janclark8260@gmail.com 
 

Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 
 
St Kilda Warden:                                      

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 

19th May, 2019                                           5th Sunday of Easter  
 
Being led by the inclusive spirit of the risen Christ can put us at odds 
with human impulses for separation and institutional impulses for 
maintaining control. The texts this week give witness to the spirit of 
Christ at work and the solidarity we are given with one another and all 
creation.  
Acts 11:1–18 Among the most potent tools used by Rome and empires 
in general for maintaining power and control is to create and maintain a 
system that keeps people divided. Acts 11:1–18 presents a direct 
challenge to this imperial system with the radical claim of a resurrection 
spirit that unites. Although Peter, along with the early Christian 
community, initially believe separation and division are essential for 
faithfulness, they soon discover the spirit of the risen Christ breaks 
down those divisions and separation.  
The Jewish community had long lived with a survival tension between 
welcoming the outsider and maintaining a religious and cultural identity 
of separation. This tension between welcome and separation, division 
and unity run throughout the Hebrew Scriptures. The separation helped 
hold the Jewish people together as a community, but it also made them 
susceptible to the division that kept empire ideology alive and powerful. 
The early Christian community had accepted this disunity and 
separation. They believed community survival meant purity and 
separation from those identified as “the other.” Even before Peter 
arrives back in Judea, Christian leaders had heard Peter was 
threatening their survival by creating bonds with those known as 
Gentiles. Getting right to the point, they ask Peter, “Why did you go to 
uncircumcised men and women and eat with them?”  
The Spirit – which enlivened the words of the prophets – revealed 
Jesus as one with the Jubilee mission of God’s justice at Nazareth, 
gave new life and energy to the church at Pentecost, and is unbound by 
imperial constraints, comes to Peter in a dream. It is a dream that 
leaves no doubt that God’s saving work looks nothing like the divisive 
empirefavouring peace promised by Rome. Rather, it is a gift from God, 
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drawing us ever deeper into unity with the God of all of creation. “The 
spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between 
them and us.”  
According to Acts, the Spirit is at work in our world, blessing all who will 
receive with the life-giving spirit of resurrection’s solidarity. For the 
disciples gathered in Judea, it was a convincing argument, “For when 
they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God saying, 
‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to 
life.’”  
 
 

Alleluia. Christ is Risen, He is risen indeed Alleluia. 
 

Theme: Spirit of Solidarity 
 
Call to worship (based on Psalm 148) 
Angels, sun, moon, highest heaven and waters above the heaven, 
come join the choir.  
Sea monsters and all the deeps, fire and hail, snow and frost, 
stormy wind, come join the choir.   
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, wild animals and all 
cattle, creeping things and flying birds, come join the choir.  
Kings and queens of Earth and all peoples, princes and rulers of 
Earth, young men and women alike, old and young together, come 
join the choir.  
In unity and solidarity we join our voice in one chorus celebrating the 
Creator who gives life to all.  
Praise God who calls us into being and whose spirit unites us in 
harmony with all that is. Come, let us worship. 
 
Opening prayer Creator of all life, we have no proof of your existence 
except for this deep longing for unity that exists within our very being. 
We look up at the stars and know they are part of us. We plant our feet 
on the earth, and we know it is a part of us. We breathe the air and 
know it is a part of us. We immerse ourselves in the water of life, and 
we know it is a part of us. We are one family of life and substance. You 
have created us in unity with all that exists. We feel the pull of our 
togetherness. The more closely we are aligned with this oneness, the 
more keenly we are aware of your presence. With gratitude we share 
together in worship this day, joining our voices in a solidarity of praise. 
Amen. 

Sentence: God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and  
God abides in them. John 4:16b 

 
Collect: Alleluia, King Eternal; love marks your presence: plant in us 
your love; nurture in us your likeness; and let us reflect your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Readings: Acts 11:1-18, Revelation 21:1-6, John 13:31-35 
 
Hymns: HTC 217 Love divine, HTC S26 The new commandment,  
HTC 403 For the bread which you have broken, We shall go out with 
hope of resurrection. 

Notices 
Sunday 19th May: 10.30am St Mary’s people are joining our 
bedpushing team for worship at the Hospital Chapel. No morning 
service at St Mary’s.  
4pm Soup & Communion @ St Mary’s.  
Tuesday 21st  May: 3pm Oasis, 4pm Health & Wellness group meets at 
St Kilda.  
Wednesday 22nd May:  10.30am Home communion, 1pm Eucharist 
at Holy Cross, 6pm Archdeaconry meeting,  
Thursday 23rd  May: F & V distribution St Mark’s 10.30am-11.30am, St 
Kilda 4pm-5.30pm,  
 

 
Pentecost Quiet Day - a day set aside to invite a breath of new life 
in our faith. Saturday, 25th May 10am to 4pm.  All are welcome to a 
Retreat Day as we enter Pentecost.Venue: St Margaret’s Anglican 
Church, 4 Seaview Terrace Brighton. Bring Bible, journal and pen if 
desired, bring your own lunch. Hot drinks provided. Participants are 
invited to make an offering of a Koha to defray expenses. For further 
information or to register please phone Maureen 03 456 0573; 021 
10 71 401. 

Anglican Family Care : Our designer clothes fundraiser is all go! Hosted 
by The Wardrobe (203 King Edward Street), there's something for 
everyone. 23rd May, 6-9pm  


