
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Alec Clark, the 
Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
Give thanks for ‘The thy kingdom come, prayer commitment. 
Those who are sick:  Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Chris, Cruz and 
Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Eric, Graham, 
Grayson, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse Bessant, Jim L, Keith M, Les,  Marilyn, 
Margaret, Mark S, Pam, Pat G, Philip, Ross, Sarah, Sharron M,  
Stewart, Tim, Russell, Rhianwyn, Val S, Yvonne B, Claire J 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 9am (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 11a.m.   Mornington 9.30a.m.   
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 

 
Midweek service 

  
Wednesday 1pm @ Holy Cross Hall, St Kilda.  

 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          487-9299 
 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 
20th May, 2018.                                                                      Pentecost 
 

While this might be the final Sunday in this particular season, the day of 

Pentecost is only the beginning. This is the day the church comes alive 

with the “rush of a violent wind,” with preaching and prophesies, with 

people from all nations hearing and understanding the good news. This 

new community is on fire for Jesus. Today, we grasp the gospel torch 

trusting the Spirit to lead our church to new life.  
Focus scripture: Acts 2:1–21 Two important things for the future of 

the new church stand out in Acts 2:1–21. The first can easily be 

overlooked in this dramatic story: the followers of Jesus were all 

together. Presumably “all” means the 120 or so mentioned in Acts 1:15. 

Why was this group all together? We know enough of the actions of 

Jesus to know that he attracted people from across the social, racial, 

and gender divides. The new community had probably only one thing in 

common – they all had an experience of Jesus.  

The second thing of great importance to the future of the church is that 

everyone in the crowd heard about “God’s deeds of power” (v. 11) in 

their own language. None had to change languages or cultures to hear 

the good news; none had to become a different person to experience 

the presence of Christ. The Spirit of God, working in and through the 

believers, came to people where they were in the language of home 

and heart.  

In Acts, the believers speak in the power of the Spirit. In the Hebrew 

story of creation, the Spirit of God or a wind from God sweeps over the 

face of the waters, and God speaks creation into being. In Acts, “a 

sound like the rush of a violent wind” gives the believers the power to 

speak a new, inclusive church into being.  

In Romans 8:22–27 the language of God and the language of creation 

go much deeper than words can express. All of creation experiences 

the broken relationship between human beings and each other, 

between God and creation. The re-creation in Acts is a signpost to a 
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great and universal re-creation, the hope for which  sustains all those 

who wait in faith.  

In John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15 Jesus encourages his disciples four times 

with the news that the Advocate or Spirit will come to be with them. The 

Spirit will be a teacher to them and tell them the truth. The truth about 

sin is that it is a deeper malaise than simply the individual actions or 

inactions of a person (see John 9). The truth about righteousness is 

that it is a deeper thing than doing the right thing; it comes from the 

heart that is in tune with God’s purposes (see John 1:24, 7:24, and 

8:16). The truth about judgment is the good news that Jesus does not 

judge the world but saves it (see John 12:47). 

Connecting scripture and life We all go through seasons of 

abundance and scarcity, seasons of vibrancy and seasons of dullness, 

seasons of life and death. Take some time to identify seasons, 

moments, or movements in your life that mirror dying and rising. You 

may also consider these for your community or church. 

 ■ What does it feel like to live through a dry season? to wait on Spirit to 

bring new life?  

■ How does it feel when the rain comes? when new life begins to root? 

■ Where in your life, and in the life of your church, is new life needed? 

In what situation(s) is “waiting” for the Spirit important? In what 

situation(s) is a “spirited” voice or action needed? 

 
Sentence of the Day: `A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I 
will put within you,’ says the Lord; `I will put my spirit within you and you 
shall live.’  Ezekiel 3:26; 37:14 
 
Collect: Transforming God, you brought the church to birth through the 
gift of the Holy Spirit; empower us by that same Spirit. Grant the 
courage of the first disciples to proclaim your life giving love to all. 
Through your Son, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit One God, now and forever. Amen 
 
Readings: Acts 2:1-21 Romans 8:22-27, John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
Hymns: HTC 298 For the beauty of the earth, NJ 135 Spirit, Spirit of 
gentleness, HTC 240 Spirit Divine inspire our prayers, HTC 126 Sing a 
song for peace and justice. 

 
Notices: 

Sunday, 20 May @ 4.00 pm Soup & Communion @ St Mary’s. 
Tuesday 22nd   May: 3pm Oasis after school programme @ GI. 4pm 
Health & Wellness group @ Holy Cross 
Wednesday 23rd May., 1pm the Midweek Eucharist at Holy Cross.  
Thursday 24th  May: Fruit & Vege distribution 10.30am – 11.30am St 
Mark’s Green Island, 4pm – 5.30pm Holy Cross St Kilda, 7pm EfM 
Saturday 26th May: The Quaker Lecture 2018 - Can Religion Speak 
Truth? - Elizabeth Duke 7.30pm  Burns 1 Lecture Theatre University 
of Otago. All are welcome - entry free 
 
Rev'd Max Whitaker is taking part in the  Ration Challenge  to raise 
money to support refugees in Syria, and other people in poverty around 
the world. 
"If anyone would like to make a donation, help raise awareness 
about the refugee crisis and its causes, or would just enjoy 
watching me get very hungry then please see the links below:" 
Fund raising page: https://my.rationchallenge.org.nz/revmax 
youtubevideo: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y5Jc2nanIdI&t=0s' 
 
Winter Warmer Music Concert 7pm, Thursday 14 June at St 
Matthew’s Church  All proceeds go to supporting Otago children in 
need. Tickets $20 for adults, free for kids. Please book 
at www.anglicanfamilycare.org.nz/concert or call 03 477 0801 or 
email communication@familycare.org.nz. Door sales available on the 
night if not all sold out. Bring cash for raffle tickets! 
 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ Thought for the Day  day 6 

Some people work out. 
Committed to working on those six packs or getting Beach Body Ready. 
Some people lift weights to strengthen their shoulders. But some of the 
weights we really have to carry are too heavy for anyone to bear alone. 
Prayer is simply refusing to carry things ourselves. It is the practice of 
loading the things that are too heavy for us onto the shoulders of Jesus. 
And when we do, we find that there is not a burden, not a person, not a 
situation that he wasn’t carrying already. When we whisper our prayers 
for the things we carry - if we listen closely enough - we hear back the 
whisper that he has been praying for them already. 
Don’t bear your own burdens. Or those of others. Pray for them by 
loading them onto Jesus. And listen in to what he is already praying 
for.   
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1 Spirit divine, inspire our prayers, 
and make our hearts your home; 
descend with all your gracious powers 
O come, great Spirit, come! 
 
2 Come as the light reveal our need, 
our hidden failings show, 
and lead us in those paths of life 
in which the righteous go. 
 
3 Come as the fire, and cleanse our hearts 
with purifying flame; 
let our whole life an offering be 
to our redeemer's name. 
 
4 Come as the dew, and gently bless 
this consecrated hour; 
may barren souls rejoice to know 
your life-creating power. 
 
5 Come as the dove, and spread your wings, 
the wings of peaceful love, 
and let your church on earth become 
blessed as the church above. 
 
6 Come as the wind, with rushing sound 
and Pentecostal grace, 
that all the world with joy may see 
the glory of your face. 
 
 


