
   
Please pray for: 
- Bp Anne, Ministry Educator Damon Plimmer, CYF Educator - John 
Graveston, the Diocesan office staff, and Council.  
- Pray for our Warden’s and vestry as they lead and guide the Deanery  
- Those who are sick: Noeline, Alaric & Celine, Andrew, Andy, Ben, Bill, 
Chris, Eleanor D, Gerald, Heather, Jenny W, Eleanor L, Louise, Maggie 
& Barrie, Margaret S, Pat C, Pat G, Philip, Ruth M, Sarah, Val H and 
family, Liz S; Russell Gill and his family Daryl, Myra, and his brother 
Coby 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May 2026 
 
3rd May 2026- 5th Sunday of Easter 
 One of the biggest questions we must face as followers of Christ is that 
of how our faith interacts with the crises in our world, and our 
engagement with them. It can be tough to walk the line between faith as 
an escape that makes us feel safe by “protecting” us from the world’s 
problems, and faith as little more than a framework for directing our 
own efforts to fix things. The third way – that of participating in God’s 
saving work while simultaneously trusting God for the outcome in our 
lives and world – is not always easy to live. But it is the challenge we 
are given this week through the Scriptures. May we find both assurance 
and a call to action in our worship this week. 
 
SENTENCE: `I am the way, and the truth, and the life,’ says the Lord.  
`No one comes to the Father except through me.’     John 14:6 
 
COLLECT: Eternal God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth 
and the life for all creation; grant us grace to walk in his way, 
to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
READINGS: 
Acts 7:55-60: Stephen who has been on trial, expresses his vision of 
Jesus glorified, which angers the religious leaders, who drag him out of 
the city to stone him. But, Stephen, as he dies, prays for his attackers, 
and commits himself to God. 
1 Peter 2:2-10: Christ, who was rejected by people, but honoured by 
God, is the cornerstone on which God is building a spiritual temple in 
which followers of Christ are the stones. This community that is built on 
Christ is called out of darkness into God’s light to be God’s holy nation. 
John 14:1-14: Jesus encourages his disciples to trust in him and not 
be troubled, for he is the way to God and God is revealed and known in 
him. 
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May Services: 
 
3rd May - 10.30 St Margaret's Brighton 
10th May - 10.30 St Mary's, Mornington 
17th May - 3pm St Mary's, Mornington 
24th May - 10.30am St Mark's, Green Island 
 
Mornington Methodist would also be very pleased to welcome any St 
Mary’s people who wanted to join them on the first Sunday of the month 
for worship. This service would be at 9.30am 
 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s— 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 
St Mary’s— 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross— 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

Parish cell phone nos 022 062 0017    
Rev Joel Stutter 021 022 72318 

Bishop’s Warden:              Catherine Caley 0211432974 
GI- Brighton Warden:  Christine Shaw           0274391324    
  
Mornington Co- wardens:   Felicity Sim  0211292367 
    Iona McGhie               03 476-7726 
Admin:    Kat Hammerstein       021 2233225 
 

 



10th May 2026- 6th Sunday of Easter 
 
This week flows beautifully – and challengingly – from last week. The 
assurance that was explored through the readings in Easter 5A is found 
this week in the promise of God’s presence. In the light of the huge 
struggles we face in the world today, it can be tough to speak about 
God’s presence, especially when we seek to affirm God’s presence 
with those who suffer. But, the readings all call us to embrace the 
reality that God is with us even in the dark times, and that it is in God 
that we all “live, move, and have our being” – whoever we may be. 
 
May our worship this week remind us of God’s constant presence, and 
open our eyes to recognise God even in the most unexpected places. 
 
SENTENCE: `Those who love me will keep my word,’ Jesus promises, 
`and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our 
home with them.’  John 14:23 
 
COLLECT: Eternal God, 
light of the minds that know you, 
joy of the hearts that love you, 
strength of the wills that serve you; 
grant us so to know you that we may truly love you, 
and so to love you that we may gladly serve you, 
now and always.  Amen. 
 
READINGS: 
Acts 17:22-31: Paul preaches to the people of Athens, remarking on 
their many shrines, and using the shrine to the unknown god as a 
springboard, tells them about the God who is near to every person, and 
who has revealed God’s self to humanity in Jesus. 
1 Peter 3:13-22: Peter encourages the believers to endure suffering for 
doing good as Christ did, and to remember that they are saved in 
Christ, who is now in a place of honour and authority with God. 
John 14:15-21: Jesus invites his disciples to show their love for him by 
obeying him, and he promises that the Holy Spirit will come to them and 
be in them, leading them into all truth. 
 
 
    
 

13th May 2026- 7th Sunday of Easter 
 
If Ascension Day is not celebrated on the actual day (Thursday 14 May) 
then you may choose rather to use the resources for Ascension Day on 
this Sunday. However, if it is possible to celebrate Ascension Day mid-
week, then this Sunday becomes a powerful bridge between the 
Ascension and Pentecost which follows next week. Part of what creates 
this meaningful journey is the focus, in the readings for Easter 7A, on 
Jesus’ longing for glory, and the gift of glory which he brings to his 
followers (which in this context is almost synonymous with ‘home’) and 
the ‘refugee status’ both of the incarnate Christ and of his followers who 
await the coming of God’s reign in fullness. 
 
May our worship give us a glimpse of home, and lead us into a willing 
commitment to the life of a refugee for the sake of God’s reign. 
 
SENTENCE: Jesus said to them:  `Go and make disciples of all 
nations; and remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ 
Matthew 28:19-20 
 
COLLECT: The heavens are open wide since Jesus our brother, our 
Redeemer, has entered through the veil. We thank you for his new and 
living way, by which we join the unnumbered millions who are with you 
forever. Praise to you our God; you answer prayer.  Amen. 
 
READINGS: 
Acts 1:6-14: The disciples question Jesus about the timing of God’s 
restoration of Israel, but Jesus promises the Holy Spirit and then 
ascends into heaven as they watch. Then two white-robed men tell 
them that Jesus will return in the same way they saw him leave. 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11: Peter encourages the persecuted believers, 
reminding them that they have witnessed Christ’s suffering and share in 
it, and that they have the hope of seeing Christ’s glory, and sharing in 
that as well. 
John 17:1-11: Jesus prays for himself that God will take him back into 
the glory he shared with the Father. Then he prays for his disciples, 
who have received Christ’s message and have believed and given him 
glory, that they may be protected by God’s name and may be one as 
Christ and the Father are one. 
 
 



24th May 2026-  Pentecost 
 
Sometimes it feels like the celebration of Pentecost has become an 
exercise in missing the point. What was a radical, communal, inclusive, 
and world-shifting event has become, in much contemporary practice, 
and individualist, exclusive, status-quo sustaining experience with little 
more to commend it than a sense of euphoria. If only we could 
recapture some of the Church-birthing impact of this significant day, 
both the Church and the world around it would, like the Pentecost 
spectators, be amazed by what God is doing among us. 
 
May the Spirit of Pentecost disturb, challenge, and empower us as we 
worship. 
 
SENTENCE: `Let anyone who is thirsty come to me,’ says the Lord; 
`and let the one who believes in me drink.  For out of your heart shall 
flow rivers of living water.’ John 7:38 
 
COLLECT: Father, you have filled your people with the Spirit  
who rested first on your Son and united us in your Church;  
open the channels for your Spirit 
that we may freely work together, 
and your kingdom and your rule increase; 
for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
READINGS: 
Acts 2:1-21: The believers are filled with the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost, and they start to praise God in various languages. 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13: No one can acknowledge Jesus’ lordship 
without God’s Spirit, and God’s Spirit, given to all of God’s people, 
gives different gifts to each person for the good of all. 
John 20:19-23: Jesus appears to the disciples in the Upper Room and 
commissions them, breathing on them and giving them his Spirit, and 
instructing them that they are sent as he was sent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notices 
 
Seeking Wellness - A Zoom reflection day with Julian 
of Norwich 
Wednesday 13 May 10am and 4pm 
This is offered by Sr Lyndall Brown rsj. 
 
The reflection day is structured to have about 1 hour on 
Zoom morning and late afternoon, with the time in 
between used by the participants as a reflection retreat. 
Please see the flyer here for more details: 
https://hail.to/diocese-of-dunedin/notice/VzDk4kw 
 
Cost: Koha 
Registrations to lyndallb19@gmail.com 021 185 6750 
By Friday 8th May 
 

 
The Theology Programme at the University of Otago 
warmly invites you to the Thomas Burns Memorial 
Lectures for 2026, to be held from 5–14 May. These will 
be given by Professor Jodi Magness and are 
entitled “Archaeology of the Holy Land.” 
 
For more info and to view the livestreams see here: 
https://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/events/burns-
lectures 


