
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
Pray for the Selwyn College consultation panel as together we seek 
God’s direction for the future of the college. 
Pray for Tony Martin as he is ordained Deacon 26/5/19. 
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time.   
Those who are sick:  Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Chris, Cruz and 
Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Ellen, Eric, 
Gerald, Graham, Helen, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse Bessant, Jim L, Keith M, 
Les, Louise,  Lysiane, Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, Pat G, 
Peggy, Philip, Sarah, Sharron M, Stephen,  Stewart, Tim, Ruby,  Val S, 
Yvonne B, Claire & Sue J 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 10.30a.m. (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 
 Mornington 9.30a.m.   

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service 
Wednesday, 1pm @ Holy Cross 

 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 

janclark8260@gmail.com 
 

Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 
 
St Kilda Warden:                                      

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 

26th May, 2019                                           6th Sunday of Easter  
 
Lydia is a listener who welcomes the gospel’s message and the 
transforming power of the Spirit that brings Paul to her. Lydia’s baptism 
christens mutuality of ministry. Waters of life wash through all the 
readings today; inviting love, making persons whole, and imparting holy 
presence and peace.  
Acts 16:9–15 reminds us that the Spirit of God is never limited by 
traditional sources of power in order to bring about change and 
transformation. Prior to his conversion, Paul operated out of the 
imperial model of power, using violence when deemed necessary to 
maintain control and reinforce the authority of religious and political 
leaders. As a result of his Damascus road experience, Paul discovered 
a power that systems of domination were simply unable to 
comprehend. Rather than change through coercion, the power made 
evident through the Spirit of God brought change through the simple act 
of listening.  
Listening to the Spirit, Paul let go of his original plans and headed to 
Philippi in Macedonia. Philippi is named after the father of Alexander 
the Great, who brought Greek culture and language to the region 
through the power of military might. Macedonia is also the first known 
place to which this counter gospel of good news takes root in Europe, 
confronting the power of the sword with the Spirit’s power of listening. 
Arriving in Philippi, Paul encounters a group of women at a riverside 
place of prayer that is just outside the city gate. In this place of deep 
listening, Paul ignores patriarchal norms by engaging in conversation 
with the women.  
Among the women is Lydia, a worshipper of God or God worshipper, a 
title given to Gentiles who were attracted to Jewish worship and 
scripture. Lydia is an independent woman – “a dealer in purple fabric,” 
an extravagant material affordable to only the wealthiest. She is the 
head of her own household. While engaged in worship, prayer, and 
conversation with Paul, “God opens her heart to listen eagerly to what 
was said.” It would a mistake to characterize the power of listening to 
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the Spirit as a passive enterprise. On the contrary, we are told that after 
Lydia and her household are baptized, Lydia again takes charge, 
prevailing upon Paul and Silas to stay at her home. The transformative 
power of the Spirit has now established a foothold in this Roman 
colony, developing a congregation that will remain a source of joy and 
support for Paul throughout his ministry.  
“Eager listening” may not be the order of the day in conversations 
between partisan factions, whether in the body politic or even in the 
Body of Christ. But God is about transforming “nothing new under the 
sun” by those willing to welcome fresh possibilities, new directions, and 
unexpected ones. Paul follows the lead of nothing more and nothing 
less than a vision. Lydia opens her heart and then her home. This 
week’s reading from the book of Acts invites us to reflect on our own 
experiences of hearing and responding to the good news of this 
season. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is Risen, He is risen indeed Alleluia. 
 

Theme: The Power of Listening 
 
Call to worship  
Come into the presence of the One who is gracious to us, blesses us, 
and whose face shines upon us.  
We gather at the river of the water of life. 
Come into this sacred space and join your voices with peoples of all 
nations in praise of the One who shows us the way of peace.  
We gather at the river of the water of life. 
Come into the presence of the One where night is as day and fear is 
driven out by God’s love.  
We gather at the river of the water of life.  
Come and listen to for the Spirit’s voice, calling us to live with courage 
and faithfulness to the vision of God’s justice. We gather at the river of 
the water of life, trusting the One who is our light and our hope.  
 
Opening prayer Holy One, even when we have felt most alone, your 
spirit is present to us, your promise is fulfilled. Even when we have felt 
like we have little of value to offer, your spirit shows us the fruit of love 
is abundant and there for the healing of the nations. Even in the midst 
of loud voices encouraging hatred, fear, and selfish ambition, your spirit 
quietly beckons us to journey forth to the place of love’s calling. Help us 

in this time of worship to trust the voice of your spirit that we may live as 
your people. 
 
Sentence: `Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you,’ says the 
Lord.  `Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid.’ John 14:27 

 
Collect: Alleluia, King Eternal; grace and wholeness show your glory: 
deliver us from sin’s oppression; free us from despair; and have us 
stand to reflect the glory of Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Readings: Acts 16:9-15, Rev 21:10, 22–22:5,  John 14:23-29  
 
Hymns: HTC 219 O for a thousand tongues to sing, HTC 226 Breathe 
on me breath of God, HTC 414 Let us talents and tongues employ, 
HTC 293 God of mercy, God of grace. 
 

Notices 
Tuesday 28th May: 10am Meeting, 11am GGICN, 3pm Oasis, 4pm 
Health & Wellness group meets at St Kilda.  
Wednesday 29th May:  10.30am Home communion, 1pm Eucharist at 
Holy Cross,  
Thursday 30th  May: F & V distribution St Mark’s 10.30am-11.30am, St 
Kilda 4pm-5.30pm,  
 

 
 

See the leaflet for how to join our Diocesan Prayer vigil. 



 

Thy Kingdom Come: 30 May - 6 June 2019 - 
Lighting up the world with prayer. 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites 
Christians around the world to pray for more people to come to know 
Jesus. What started in 2016 as an invitation from the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York to the Church of England has grown into an 
international and ecumenical call to prayer. 
 
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone 
who takes part will 

 Deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ 

 Pray for God’s spirit to work in the lives of those they know 

 Come to realise that every aspect of their life is the stuff 
of prayer   

After the very first Ascension Day the disciples gathered with Mary, 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer while they waited for the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like them, our reliance on 
the gift of the Holy Spirit is total – on our own we can do nothing. 

Through the centuries Christians have gathered at that time to pray 
for the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ picks up this 
tradition. Over the past three years more and more worshipping 
communities have dedicated the days between Ascension and 
Pentecost to pray ‘Come Holy Spirit’. 

We are praying that the Spirit would inspire and equip us to share 
the Good News of Jesus Christ with our friends and families, our 
communities and networks. It has been amazing how many varied 
ways there have been in which people from every tradition have 
taken up this challenge. The effects have been remarkable. 

It is our prayer that those who have not yet heard the Good News of 
Jesus Christ and his love for the world will hear it for themselves, 
and respond and follow Him. Specifically, we again invite each and 
every Christian across the country to pray that God’s Spirit might 
work in the lives of 5 friends who have not responded with their ‘Yes’ 
to God’s call. 

Whether you have joined in ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ before or not, we 
invite you to take part this year – along with churches from over 65 
different denominations in 114 countries around the world. 

Bishop  Steven writes: 

"I am organising a continuous prayer roster and hope that we can 
see prayer offered from the Diocese. I invite you to be part of this 
for an hour or more, wherever you are - at home, in Church, with 
friends, at work, school, hospital-I would ask that you do commit 
to that hour.  

Add your name to the roster at the back of the church or go online 
to join. 


