
Please pray for: 
 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, Community Support Enabler  - Anne Van 
Gend, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
For the global effort to contain the Covid19 pandemic 
Give thanks for the lives of Dorothy Dawson and Denise O’Sullivan and 
pray for their families. 
Those who are sick:  Amy, Anne, Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Chris, Claire 
Christie, Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Dick, Dorothy H, Ellen, Eric, Gary 
Griffith-Smith, Ginny, Graham, Grant, Jan HV, Jan Y, Jean V,  Jim L, 
Joan F, Mike, Myrtle, Louise,  Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Muriel, 
Murray, Nick D, Philip, Sarah, Sharron M,  Shirley M,  Faye, Ruby,  Val 
S, Valda M, Yvonne D. 

Worship Schedule 
 

Brighton 10.30a.m. 1st and 3rd Sundays      
Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 

 Mornington 9.30a.m.   
 

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service 
 Wednesday @ 1pm at Holy Cross no service on 28th April 

 
Southern Coastal Deanery 

St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 
St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

 
Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 
      
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 
 
St Kilda Warden:  Gerald Harley  456-0573 

  Southern Coastal 
Deanery 
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Changes in leadership can be accompanied by anxiety and uncertainty, 
both in public life and church life. Saul, Israel’s own choice for king, 
ultimately disobeyed God. Change in leadership was needed. Israel’s 
next king would be one of God’s choosing, and God’s choice would 
surprise everyone. God, we are told, looks to the content of the heart, 
not external qualities. Are we willing to embrace unlikely leaders? Can 
we worship an unpredictable God?  
1 Samuel 15:34—16:13 God regrets allowing Saul to become Israel’s 
first king and solves the problem by providing for a new king. This time, 
the people would not get a vote. The process for selecting as well as 
the result would surprise everyone. God looks beyond superficial 
attributes and sees deep into the heart.  
That God had regrets about allowing Saul to become king is surprising 
in and of itself. Surprising, too, that God provides a pretext for Samuel’s 
visit with the people of Bethlehem so as not to arouse Saul’s anger or 
suspicion. A pattern emerges: God is always faithful and remains 
engaged with God’s people, but not always in predictable ways. 
One by one, God evaluates seven of Jesse’s sons in search of Israel’s 
next king and rejects them all. The exterior – skin colour, ethnicity, age, 
gender – can sway decisions when we hire people or invite others to 
join our cause. God does not use physical characteristics, birth order, 
or other standard criteria. The core of one’s character and intentions is 
what matters to God. Samuel anoints the almost overlooked young 
person, David.  
That God chooses unexpected leaders says as much about the nature 
of God as it does about the qualifications of the people God calls. Who 
might we overlook when choosing leaders because we stereotype and 
prejudge?  
2 Corinthians 5:6–10, (11–13), 14–17 reminds us that we live with 
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confidence, trusting that Christ’s death and resurrection assure us a 
purpose higher than that of our own limited capabilities – we are made 
new in Christ. Old ways of understanding are gone. We live not just for 
ourselves, but for Christ; Christ’s love urges us on.  
Mark 4:26–34 Jesus tells the parable of the tiny mustard seed to reveal 
God’s surprising, unexpected plan to use even small communities of 
faith to accomplish God’s will. Similarly, God used David, the youngest 
in his family, to accomplish God’s will. God’s realm may seem 
unattainable at times, but Jesus assures us that it is alive – growing 
and spreading even from small acts of faith until everyone finds a home 
in it. The parable of the mustard seed also invites us to look beyond 
appearances to potential. How might worship, learning, and serving this 
week help us to see as the potential God sees? 
 
Call to worship  
We walk by faith, and not by sight, seeking your company,  
Desiring your presence.  
As the Spirit moves, let us welcome the unexpected:  
you and your unfathomable love, O God,  
You and your astounding grace. Surprise us again as we raise our 
voices in praise. 
 
Opening prayer  
Spirit of God, settle in among us; look past our external features and 
peer inside our hearts. See us for who we really are: yours. Stubborn, 
doubting, self-centred and yet, ever yours. Grant us insight to see as 
you see and the confidence to allow your unpredictable choices to lead 
us closer to you. Amen. 
 
Sentence: There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male or 
female, for you are all one in Jesus Christ. Gal. 3:28 
  
Collect of the Day. 
Creator God, you created the world and all that is in it, you planted us 
as seeds into that world. May we flourish and grow and in turn sow 
seeds of love and compassion, justice and truth, hope and faith. 
Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Readings. 1 Sam 15:34–16:13, 2 Cor 5:6-10, 14-17,  Mark 4:26-34 

 
Hymns: HTC 14 All people that on earth do dwell vs 1,24,5 

HTC 191 God is working his purpose out vs 1, 4, My God accept my 
heart. HTC 531 O Jesus, I have promised vs 1, 4 
 

Notices 
Tuesday 15 June; 3pm Oasis, 5.30pm SJ meeting, 7pm Faith Thinking 
ZOOM meeting 
Wednesday 16 June;, 10am Taieri services, 1pm Midweek 
Communion @ Holy Cross, 2 & 3pm Home communions,  
Thursday 17th June; 10.30am-11.30am Fruit & vege Distribution 
Green Island, 4-5.30pm F & V at St Kilda, 5.30pm Farewell for GGICN 
worker 
Friday 18th June: Supervision, 12 noon,  AAW lunch at Equinox. 
19th June Fundraisers @  Holy Cross. 11am Clothing sale, 
 2.15pm Quiz Afternoon. Teams of 6 $20. Funds to Missions & Okaihau 
Girl Guides to attend jamboree 
 

 
The Get one, Give one campaign aims to protect and support the 
poorest and most vulnerable. Through your support, we have an 
opportunity to contribute to a global, recognised and respected initiative 
that aims to love our neighbours through funding access to vaccines in 
developing countries. 
 
Faith Thinking on Zoom Tuesday June 15, 7-8.15pm PLEASE 
REGISTER ONLINE AT www.otago.ac.nz/continuingeducation 

Email: continuing.education@otago.ac.nz Phone: +64 3 479 9181 

“Understanding the Trinity” 

• Associate Professor Chris Holmes, University of Otago. 

• COST: Free but please register to receive the Zoom link 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/continuingeducation
mailto:continuing.education@otago.ac.nz


Thank you to everyone who 

supported Anglican Family 

Care’s  House & Garden Tour 

Fundraiser in February 

The weather was stunning and it was a lovely way 

to spend an afternoon. Together, we raised just 

over $8,000 which will go towards our services 

supporting Otago whānau. 

 

My God, accept my heart  

My God, accept my heart today 
and make it yours alone, 
that I from you no more may stray, 
nor your great Love disown. 

Before the cross of Christ I wait, 
and to my knees I fall. 
Take from my life sin’s heavy weight; 
in mercy, heed my call. 

Anoint me with your heavenly grace; 
let blessings heal my soul, 
that I might find forgiveness here, 
and know I am made whole. 

Let every work, and word, and thought 
be given now to you, 
that I might serve you as I ought – 
a life in Christ made new. 

Praise God for His amazing grace; 
give Glory to the Son; 
extol the Spirit’s full embrace, 
while endless ages run. 

 


