
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Alec Clark, the 
Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time. 
Those who are sick:  Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Celine, Alaric & baby 
Liam, Chris, Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, 
Dorothy H, Eric, Gerald, Graham, Grayson, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse 
Bessant, Jonathan & Cecilia, Jim L, Keith M, Les,  Lysiane, Marilyn, 
Margaret, Mark S, Pam, Pat G, Philip, Ross, Sarah, Sharron M,  
Stewart, Tim, Russell, Rhianwyn, Val S, Yvonne B, Claire J 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 9am (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 11a.m.   Mornington 9.30a.m.   
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 

 
Midweek service 

  
Wednesday 1pm @ Holy Cross Hall, St Kilda.  

 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          487-9299 
 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 
17th June, 2018.                                      11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

God ensures the future of Israel by anointing a child shepherd to be the 

ruler. Like David, we are called to play a special role in God’s reign. God 

sees into the hearts of people and calls forth our potential. In response to 

this calling, we walk by faith, not by sight, seeing the world through God’s 

eyes. 
Focus Scripture: 1 Samuel 15:34—16:13 

This week, we learn of the origin of David’s rise to power: his anointing. 

Immediately before these events, King Saul had failed to carry out God’s 

commandments, and this disobedience angered God. God consequently 

informed the prophet, Samuel, that Saul is now rejected as the legitimate 

king of Israel. Though it grieved Samuel to delegitimize Saul, Samuel 

nevertheless relayed God’s message to him. This week, Samuel is sent to 

Bethlehem to anoint a new king. 

This passage is about being chosen by God for a particular purpose. 

Samuel is chosen to anoint a future king of Israel. Jesse is chosen to 

provide a son as the next king even though this constitutes treason and 

could, we might infer, lead to his death. The Bethlehemite elders are 

chosen to be present at David’s anointing and to, therefore, support his 

legitimacy as the future ruler. Thus, we see how the community plays a vital 

role in owning God’s choice of leader. Similarly, David’s brothers are 

chosen to set aside the old traditions and power structures, and support 

their youngest brother’s anointing even though, according to the social 

rules of the time, David was not entitled to this honour. Finally, David is 

chosen by God to be the future ruler. Each character’s role is essential in 

bringing about God’s vision. 

Throughout the text, we encounter the Hebrew word, sama, meaning to 

listen or hear. In this context, it also means “to obey.” To be chosen 

therefore requires two things: to listen and respond. Saul fails to do so and 

is rejected by God. However, the other characters answer God’s call. The 

concept of sama also invites us to consider how we perceive things. When 
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Samuel assumes Jesse’s first-born will be the anointed one, God tells him 

that God does not see as humans see. Humans look on the outward 

appearance. God looks on the heart (v. 7). This radically different way of 
seeing is echoed in 2 Corinthians 5:6–10, (11–13), 14–17. Paul explains 

that to accept one’s calling is to surrender the old way of looking at the 

world and choose to see the world through God’s eyes. 

Like David, each of us is chosen by God to do something special with 

our lives, yet it is up to us whether we answer that call. Though often 

frightening, we need not fear for God is with us (Psalm 20). To be chosen 

is to be renewed, because in Christ “there is a new creation: everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  

We only need to have faith as small as a mustard seed to begin (Mark 

4:26–34). 

• • • • • 

Call to worship 
Come, pilgrims. Let us gather together. Come, enter this holy place.  
In this place, we lay down our burdens. 

We take the time to still our minds. 

Let us release our tasks and to-do lists. 

Now is the time to rest in God’s love. 
We step into the present and enter God’s presence to pray, to praise, 

to sing, to renew. 

We gladly proclaim we are chosen by God as we open our hearts to hear 

God’s call and rejoice. 

 

Opening prayer Loving God, we praise you for your goodness, you 

who knew us and loved us even before we were born. You delight in 

us, your chosen ones. No matter our age or our health, our schooling or 

our status, we matter to you, our life-long guide and friend.  
We thank you for your presence, you who knew us and loved us 
even before we were born.  
Though leaves may fall and petals decay, though old traditions die and 
loved ones depart, the breath of your spirit blows through us like a cool 
change. We thank you for Jesus, for his unconditional love for all. 
Through his death and resurrection we’ve become a new creation – 
from brokenness, our lives are now transformed. Amen. 
 
Sentence of the Day: In Christ, God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the 
message of reconciliation to us. 2 Corinthians 5:19 

Collect: Creator God, you created the world and all that is in it, you 
planted us as seeds into that world; may we flourish and grow and in 
turn sow seeds of love and compassion, justice and truth, hope and 
faith. Through Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Readings: 1 Sam 15:34–16:13, 2 Cor 5:6-10, (11-13),14-17  

Mark 4:26-34 

 
Hymns: HTC 270 New every morning, HTC 451 All my hope on God is 
founded, HTC 217 Love divine, HTC 333 The kingdom of God is justice 
and joy. 
Notices: 
Tuesday 19th June: 3pm Oasis after school programme @ GI. 4pm 
Health & Wellness group @ Holy Cross 
Wednesday 20th June., 11am Home Communion, 1pm the Midweek 
Eucharist at Holy Cross.  
Thursday 21st  June: Fruit & Vege distribution 10.30am – 11.30am St 
Mark’s Green Island, 4pm – 5.30pm Holy Cross St Kilda, 7pm EfM 
Friday 22nd June: 10am Spiritual direction 
 
Deanery Dinner is being hosted by St Mary’s and will be held on the 
30th June at 1pm. Tickets $10, a movie (Tea with Mussolini) will follow 
the meal. 
 
The Ration Challenge is to raise money to support refugees in Syria, 
and other people in poverty around the world. Sandra Baird id 
participating in the challenge, If anyone would like to make a donation, 
help raise awareness about the refugee crisis and its causes, please 
visit her fund raising page or make a donation via the collection in a 
marked envelope. webpage: https://my.rationchallenge.org.nz then 
search for Sandra Baird. 

Anglican Missions - Emergency Appeal to support the Ali-Ahli Arab 
Anglican Hospital in Gaza Please place donations in an envelope 
marked Gaza Hospital appeal. 

Last week for registrations for Ministry Conference. (registrations 
close on the 29th June. 

https://my.rationchallenge.org.nz/

