
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Alec Clark, the 
Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time. 
Those who are sick:  Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Celine, Alaric & baby 
Liam, Chris, Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, 
Dorothy H, Eric, Gerald, Graham, Grayson, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse 
Bessant, Jim L, Keith M, Les,  Lysiane, Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Pam 
& Charlie, Pat G, Philip, Ross, Sarah, Sharron M,  Stewart, Tim, 
Russell, Rhianwyn, Val S, Yvonne B, Claire J 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 9am (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 11a.m.   Mornington 9.30a.m.   
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 

 
Midweek service 

  
Wednesday 1pm @ Holy Cross Hall, St Kilda.  

 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          471-0001 
 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 
24th June, 2018.                                      12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

During Pentecost, we learn of God’s deep desire for God’s people to 

spread the good news. We are called to be agents of God; to speak out 

against injustice and proclaim God’s message of love and peace. As 

the story of David continues this week, we see how his faith enabled 

him to stand in God’s strength and be an agent for God.  
Focus scripture: 1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4–11, 19–23), 32–49  

Last week, we heard about David’s secret anointing as the future king 

of Israel. As the youngest son of Jesse, and a shepherd, he had low 

status. Yet God chose him to inherit the most powerful position in the 

land. This upending of society’s expectations of power sets the scene 

for this week’s reading.  

The Israelites find themselves once again at war with the Philistines. 

The Philistine champion, Goliath, a man of extraordinary height and 

stature, issues a challenge to Israel: produce a hero to duel him in 

place of a full battle. Due to Goliath’s enormous size and strength, Saul 

and his army are very much afraid.  

David, still a youth, is running an errand for Jesse when he hears 

Goliath’s challenge. He immediately offers to fight the giant. Unlike the 

fearful, defeatist reaction of his fellow countrymen, David’s is one of 

anger at the insults levelled at the God of Israel. Saul, though he values 

David, has serious misgivings about David’s ability to defeat Goliath. 

However, David argues that just as God helped him fight bears and 

lions in defence of his father’s flock, so too will he draw on God’s 

strength to defend Israel.  

Already, we see a stark contrast between David and the other 

characters in the narrative. The Philistines draw strength from their 

weapons and seek power for personal gain. Saul and his army feel 

hopeless and are frozen with fear. David, on the other hand, is a man of 

faith and action. He doesn’t credit himself with his success in defending 

his father’s flock. He knows it was God who gave him the strength to 
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achieve this, and that God will also grant him the strength to face 

Goliath. Consequently, David rejects Saul’s armour and weaponry in 

favour of some stones and a slingshot. It is these simple tools of his 

shepherd’s work that enable David to overcome Goliath by directing a 

single stone to the one place that Goliath has exposed.  

This story presents us with two alternative models of power. The first is 

the Philistine’s (and initially Saul’s) worldly way: the people rely on their 

own strength in order to wield power over others. David follows God’s 

way: be your authentic self by using the gifts God has given you, stand 

in God’s strength, and do God’s will. 

Mark 4:35–41 reminds us that putting our trust in God isn’t always easy, 

as when rough waves threaten to swamp the disciples’ boat. The storm 

is easily calmed by Jesus’ words, “Peace! Be still!” This is a reminder to 

us not to be distracted by the turmoil of external events. 

Connecting with life Many fear not having enough power while others 

shun it, believing power to be the root of all evil. But power is more like 

fire, neither good nor bad. It is more a case of how it’s wielded and 

where it’s sourced. ■ How might we use – and not abuse – power? 
• • • • • 

Call to worship  
God is a stronghold for the oppressed. Hold on.  
God is a stronghold in times of trouble. Hold on.  
We put our trust in God. Let us worship.  
 
Opening prayer  
In times of uncertainty, we can feel powerless. May we choose our 
responses wisely. May we equip ourselves with knowledge, patience, 
kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, and truthful speech. May we 
be wide open to your possibilities, O God.  
Embolden us to open our hearts as we worship together and sing 
your praises, and as we live together reflecting your love widely 
and deeply. Amen. 
 
Sentence of the Day:   
The Lord is a stronghold of the oppressed a very present help in 
trouble.   Psalm 9:9 
 
Collect: Creator God, you spoke the word and the wind and waves 
responded; speak your word to the storms of doubt and fear that assail 
our troubled world. Set within us a love for your creation and all your 

people. May our actions honour and care for this fragile world. Through 
Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Readings: 1 Sam 17(1a, 4-11, 19-23,), 32, 2 Cor 6:1-13 Mark 4:35-41 
 
Hymns: HTC 235 Holy Spirit, truth divine, HTC S 4 Bind us together,  
HTC 414 Let us talents and tongues employ, HTC 521Tell all the world 
of Jesus. 
 
Notices: 
Tuesday 26th June: 3pm Oasis after school programme @ GI. 4pm 
Health & Wellness group @ Holy Cross 
Wednesday 27th June., 11am Home Communion, 1pm the Midweek 
Eucharist at Holy Cross.  
Thursday 28th June: Fruit & Vege distribution 10.30am – 11.30am St 
Mark’s Green Island, 4pm – 5.30pm Holy Cross St Kilda, 1pm 
Spirituality Seminar in the Hospital Chapel,  Rev. Kerry Enright will be 
the Guest Speaker. 
Friday 29th June: 11am Montecillo, 11am South Dunedin Ministers 
meeting. 
Saturday 30th June: Deanery Dinner is being hosted by St Mary’s and 
will be held on the 30th June at 1pm. Tickets $10, final numbers by 
Wednesday 27th June please. A movie (Tea with Mussolini) will follow 
the meal. Ring Iona to book a ticket. 476 7726 
Monday 2nd July: 2pm,Fellowship meets at the Madhouse Boutique 
Theatre, 255 Highgate. The movie is the 1949 Whisky Galore. $ 10 per 
person, and a donation for afternoon tea. Meet @ St Ann’s at 1 45pm to 
car pool as there is limited parking on Highgate. Limit of 18 people. 
 
The Ration Challenge is to raise money to support refugees in Syria, 
and other people in poverty around the world. Sandra Baird is 
participating in the challenge living for a week off the rations a refugee 
would survive on. ( the week finishes 24th June). It’s not too late if 
anyone would like to make a donation please visit her fund raising page 
or make a donation via the collection in a marked envelope. 
webpage: https://my.rationchallenge.org.nz then search for Sandra 
Baird. 

https://my.rationchallenge.org.nz/

