
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Alec Clark, the 
Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time. 
Those who are sick:  Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Celine, Alaric & baby 
Liam, Chris, Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, 
Dorothy H, Eric, Gerald, Graham, Grayson, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse 
Bessant, Jim L, Keith M, Les,  Lysiane, Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Pam 
& Charlie, Pat G, Philip, Ross, Sarah, Sharron M,  Stewart, Tim, 
Russell, Rhianwyn, Val S, Yvonne B, Claire J 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 9am (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 11a.m.   Mornington 9.30a.m.   
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 

 
Midweek service  

There will be no midweek service on the 4th & 11th July while 
the Regional Dean is on annual leave. 

 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          471-0001 
 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 
8th July, 2018.                                      14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

The unwelcome reception that Jesus received in his hometown and his 

instruction on how to leave an inhospitable place, illustrate how we can 

miss out on something special if we aren’t open to God’s spirit. For the 

spirit dwells and moves in ways that do not always conform to our own 

expectations and conventions.  

Focus scripture: Mark 6:1–13  

Matthew and Luke aren’t quite as direct as Mark as they recount the 

story of Jesus’ homecoming, but in each account, there is no doubt that 

this was not a happy event. Those gathered in the synagogue were 

astounded and then furious at Jesus’ teaching. As their offence grew, 

they set about putting the local lad, whom they saw as a pretender, in 

his place.  

Crowds had been flocking to meet Jesus, hear him, and see the healing 

deeds, yet it appears this was too hard for those who had known Jesus 

since childhood to comprehend. Even Jesus’ family has trouble 

accepting him, despite the incredible ministry that he has 

demonstrated. Is it coincidental that this story of division and rejection 

sits just before the mission of the twelve? If the disciples were sitting in 

the synagogue that day they would have seen and heard it all, and 

witnessed the kind of reception they may encounter as they are sent 

into the local villages – be prepared to be rejected seems an underlying 

theme.  

The choice of twelve is reflective of the twelve tribes of Israel, who 

descended from the sons of Jacob. At the time of writing, the primary 

audience for the gospel were the Jews. The writer of Mark’s gospel is 

pointing the way to Jesus as Messiah. However, there were not just 

twelve followers of Jesus. The twelve are called apostles (ones who 

were sent out), but there were many more who were disciples (ones 

who followed).  

Mark sets up a lifestyle for those who follow Jesus, calling them to live 
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as Jesus lived – simply, as bearers of good news to the poor, bringers 

of healing, and agents of liberation; a lifestyle that was, and continues 

to be, at odds with the values of a society that admires power and 

wealth, and overlooks the poor.  
Biblical scholars point out that today’s Hebrew Scripture, 2 Samuel 5:1–

5, 9–10, offers the view that the transition of power from Saul to David 

was seamless. But this was not the case; it is with hindsight that the 

people saw God’s hand in the events that led to a unified Israel. David’s 

succession was brutal, bloody, long, and difficult, but God was there in 

the midst. Paul speaks of the same phenomena, of God’s grace 

apparent in the midst of hardship as he writes to the church in Corinth 

(2 Corinthians 12:2–10), “Therefore I am content with weaknesses, 

insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; 

for whenever I am weak, then I am strong” (v. 10). 

• • • • • 
Connecting with life We are not always welcome in a place, nor do we 
always want to welcome others to our place. Reflect on a time when 
you have not felt welcome.  
■ How do you react to a lack of welcome?  
■ When have you ever lingered in a place where you weren’t welcome? 
■ What (if anything) helped you to move on from this? If you are still 
there, or still harmed by this experience what keeps you holding on to 
this? What would help you to move on?  
■ When have you been unwelcoming? Why?  
 
The practice of letting go  
Directions In Mark 6:7–13, when Jesus sends the disciples in pairs, 
Jesus asks them to travel with faith, and trust that anything they need 
will be provided for.  
1. Make a list of the distractions that keep you from helping to do God’s 
work. As we commit to being a disciple of Jesus in today’s world, what 
might you be called to leave behind?  
2. Take time to pray, asking how you can remove these distractions 
from your life.  
 Think about these questions:  
■ How can we be involved in God’s vision of justice, wholeness, and 
community? 
 ■ What is God calling you to work on in yourself, the congregation, the 
community? 

■ What might you need to let go of in order to show God’s love and way 
in the world? 
 
 
Sentence of the Day:   
Of Jesus many said, `What is this wisdom that has been given to him?  
What deeds of power are being done by his hands!’ 
Mark 6:2 
 
Collect: Caring God, you equip us with all we truly need in the business 
of our daily lives; turn us to you in prayer that we might trust in your 
provision and hold only to those things of true value. Through Jesus 
Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and for ever. Amen. 

Readings: 2 Sam 5:1-5,9-10 , 2 Cor 12:2-10, Mark 6:1-13 
 
Hymns: as announced 
 
Notices: 
Tuesday 10th  July: Oasis stops for the school holidays, please pray 
for the children and their families 
 Wednesday 11th July: No midweek communion  
Thursday 12th July: Fruit & Vege distribution 10.30am – 11.30am St 
Mark’s Green Island, 4pm – 5.30pm Holy Cross St Kilda,  
On Thursday 12th July 2pm - 4pm the Bishop will begin a regular 
monthly practice of praying in our Churches around the Diocese.  
A warm invitation is extended to anyone who would like to join Bishop 
Steven on Thursday 12 July from 2pm - 4pm at St Margaret's 
Brighton  in a time of prayer. 
 

Cursillo 3 day event this Labour Weekend is being held at Camp 
Iona, Herbert at Labour Weekend 2018 from Friday 19 to Monday 22 
October. 

Diocesan Synod @ St Paul's Cathedral Dunedin 14-16 September 
2018. Pray for the preparations underway for Synod and that we may 
discern God’s mission as we gather together. 


