
Please pray for 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
For the global effort to contain the Covid19 pandemic 
For the end of racial discrimination and prejudice 
For the Papanicalaou and Hunt families. For our police. 
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time.   
Those who are sick:  Alec, Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Chris, Cruz and Mason, 
Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Ellen, Eric,  
Gary Griffith-Smith, Graham, Jan HV, Jan Y, Jean V, Jenny, Jim L, Les  
& Myrtle, Louise,  Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, Nick D, Philip, 
Sarah, Sharron M,  Stuart, Ruby,  Val S, Valda M, Yvonne B, Claire 
Christie. 
 
 

Worship Schedule 
 

Brighton No services until repairs are completed.     
Green Island 10.30a.m.   

Mornington 9.30a.m. 
St Kilda 11a.m. (morning tea from 10.15am) 

 
Midweek service 

Wednesday at Holy Cross @ 1pm 
 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 

janclark8260@gmail.com 
 

Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 

 
Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163                     

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

Green Island - Brighton, Mornington, St Kilda 

 
12th July, 2020.                                      15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Today’s readings show us ways in which God enters the world and 
disrupts it – an elder child will serve his younger sibling, those who 
value the ways and wealth of the world will have nothing. These texts 
turn the world upside down and demonstrate that God calls us into a 
new way of being in relation with God and one another.  
 
Genesis 25:19–34 opens with Rebekah and Isaac, who had struggled 
with barrenness, conceiving twins. The siblings wrestle with one 
another in their mother’s womb, foreshadowing the struggle they will 
have throughout their lives. Like Cain and Abel, the two children 
possess opposite character traits. Esau becomes a hunter and Jacob a 
quiet man of the field. Their parents each gravitate towards a different 
son. The author highlights these oppositional features and the division 
of the family to set up a plot twist, a reversal.  
A famished Esau returns home demanding food from his younger 
brother. Jacob requests that Esau give him his birthright in return for 
food. The birthright traditionally went to the eldest son who would 
become the patriarch of the family and receive double the inheritance of 
his brothers. Esau swears over his birthright to Jacob in return for a 
meal. While this act may seem strange, it falls into a larger literary 
tradition of tricksters and reversals that take place throughout the 
Hebrew Scriptures. These reversals disrupt social conventions and 
traditions, and unlikely characters advance God’s plan. the sins or 
patterns of our past that cause death—the racism, inequality and 
violence. “No justice. No peace” are the words from the street. We need 
to work for systemic change so all people have a decent life and a say 
in decisions that affect them, their community and people.  
 
In Romans 8:1–11, Paul contrasts life in the flesh and life in the Spirit. 
Jesus invites us into life in the Spirit. Paul describes a tension between 
“flesh” and “spirit,” not to designate two parts of human nature, but two 
ways of living. Living “in the flesh” is to focus on the material world. To 
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dwell “in the Spirit” is to focus on God’s ways. God’s Spirit empowers 
people to live in harmonious relationships with God and neighbour.  
 
God’s generous and surprising, disruptive, ways are addressed in 
Jesus’ parable of the sower, found in Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23. In this 
discourse on the reign of God, Jesus opens with a series of 
agriculturally based parables. In this parable, the yields reaped from 
seeds sown on varying types of soil illustrate the number of ways 
people experience receiving God’s word. The seed is sown generously 
among all people. The work of God’s realm will yield a certain harvest, 
despite the tensions and struggles among those who received the 
word.  
Jesus’ image of God’s bountiful harvest not only attests to the power of 
God’s reign but also stands in stark contrast to the Roman Empire and 
its agricultural and ecological practices. Rome’s unquenchable desire 
for goods and exotic luxuries led to exploitative practices resulting in 
barren land, deforestation, animal extinction, and environmental 
devastations still felt today. God’s way produces an abundant harvest, 
while Rome must use violence and exploitation to secure its harvest.  
 
The texts this week highlight how God challenges the ways of the 
world. They ask us to be open to seeing and doing things differently to 
live more fully into our life with God. How can we lead lives that disrupt 
injustice and open space for God’s love to enter the world? 
 
Call to worship  
We bring our hopes and fears, our struggles and our lives as they are, 
into the presence of the one who leaves the doors and futures open to 
gracious possibilities. God’s word lights the path before us.  
May this time of worship empower us to make faithful choices. 
God’s word lights the paths before us.  
May this time of worship renew and restore our relationships with God 
and each other. God’s word lights the paths before us.  
Come, let us worship. 
 
Opening prayer  
Abundant God, use our senses to open our hearts and minds to the 
richness of scriptures. Help us to receive the gifts you sow so 
graciously and freely in our lives, and inspire us to share such bounty 
generously with our neighbours. Amen 
 

Sentence: The words you have spoken are spirit and life, O Lord; you 
have the words of eternal life.     John 6:63, 68 
 
Collect:  
Farmer God. Good soil brings forth a hundredfold of grain. May we be 
that soil; vibrant, deep and teeming with life. Through Jesus Christ our 
Liberator, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Readings: Gen 25:19-34, Rom 8:1-11,  Matt 13:1-9,18-23 
 
Hymns: HTC 584 To God be the glory, HTC 588 vs 1,3,5. And can it 
be, HTC 285 For those in peril on the sea, HTC 235 vs 1,2,5,6 Holy 
Spirit, truth divine  
 

The Practice of Reflection  
 
The light of the world.        Ps 119:105-112. 
 
1. Read Psalm 119:105–112 aloud.  
2. Reflect on the passages and stories from the Bible that have shed 
light onto your path, that have helped you in difficult times.  
3. Jot some of these down on a piece of paper or in your journal.  
 

Notices: 

Tuesday 14th July: Oasis After School Club is in recess for the school 
holidays, please pray for the children and their families 
Wednesday 15th  July: 9.30am Home communion, 1pm Eucharist @ 
Holy Cross  
Thursday 16th  July: Fruit & Vege. Green Island 10.30-11.30am and St 
Kilda 4-5.30pm.  
Friday 17th July: 10am Spiritual Direction 
Sunday 19th July: Eating Out Sunday- Jan is turning 60 and going out 
for lunch at Equinox at Forbury Raceway. Nos need to be in by 
Wednesday15th July. Ph Jan on 455-6032 or 0273515171. 
 
Quiet Days at St Margaret’s, Brighton, our first Quiet Day since 
lockdown ended is being held on Friday, 24th July, from 10am-3pm. For 
further information or to register please phone Maureen Harley 03 456 
0573; or 021 1071 401 


