
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
Pray for the Selwyn College consultation panel as together we seek 
God’s direction for the future of the college. 
Give thanks for the life of Denise and pray for Shona and family. 
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time.   
Those who are sick:  Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Chris, Cruz and 
Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Ellen, Eric, 
Gerald, Graham, Helen, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse Bessant, Jim L, Keith M, 
Les  Myrtle, Louise,  Lysiane, Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, Pat 
G, Peggy, Philip, Sarah, Sharron M, Stephen,  Stewart, Tim, Ruby,  Val 
S, Yvonne B, Claire & Sue J 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 10.30a.m. (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 
 Mornington 9.30a.m.   

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service 
Wednesday, 1pm @ Holy Cross 
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14th July, 2019                                       15th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
 
This week’s readings invite us to consider how love and compassion 
are the essences of living faithfully. They call us to shape our lives 
according to God’s justice and mercy, striving for relationships that 
enable community. God’s word has ultimate authority and responding 
to God’s call for justice and compassion is everything.  
 
Amos 7:7–17 The priest of Bethel, presumably with the authority of the 
king, attempts to persuade Amos to take his prophecy of destruction to 
some other place. Amos, however, has no regard for those in positions 
of human authority and prestige who ignore God. Status is nothing; 
responding to God with faithfulness is everything. 
  
Luke 10:25–37 The gospel of Luke emphasizes that people on the 
edges of the society in which the gospel was written – the outcasts, the 
lonely, the sick, women, children – are included in God’s reign. Indeed, 
the reign of God is open to all who know the love of God and respond 
to it. To make this point, the gospel writer chooses subversive stories 
such as this one, the one often referred to as The Good Samaritan. 
Here, Jesus criticizes religious leaders. Some readers today might 
imply that these leaders were putting purity laws and temple practices 
above the call of the law to love God and neighbour, but the text 
doesn’t tell us why these individuals did not stop and help.  
The writer of the gospel of Luke portrays Jesus as a prophet. In the 
Hebrew Scriptures, the prophets were continually calling leaders and 
those who maintain structures of power to turn from religious distortions 
back to the heart of faithfulness – justice, love, mercy, and compassion. 
In this story, Jesus issues the prophetic call through an unlikely 
character – a Samaritan. In doing so, Jesus challenges national 
stereotypes held by both the Jewish and Samaritan peoples. Both the 
Jews and the Samaritans followed practices and beliefs of Judaism as 
defined in the Hebrew Scriptures. However, the Jews centred their faith 
lives in the temple at Jerusalem, and the Samaritans focused theirs at 
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Mount Gerizim. There were deep, historical rifts between these two 
groups. The Jewish audience of this gospel would have considered the 
Samaritans to be unclean. Yet in this story, the Samaritan is the one 
who responds most faithfully.  
The gospel of justice and compassion is bearing fruit and growing in the 
members of the church in the city of Colossae. In Colossians 1:1–14, 
the author describes the world as a place of shadows and of light. The 
Colossian believers have been brought from the shadows into light by 
God’s grace. It is that grace growing in their lives that produces the fruit 
of good works and wisdom that is a “marker of the community.” 
 

Call to Worship: 
Come, neighbours and strangers,  
prophets and seekers of justice,  
those who need a helping hand,  
and those who have something to offer.:  
Whether your faith is weak or strong,  
come: let us be neighbours in this place, and let us worship God 
together. 
 
Opening prayer  
God of love and compassion, you call us to be people of compassion, 
too: to experience in our living the lives of others, to laugh with their 
joys and cry with their sorrows. In this time of worship speak to us again 
your words of love and remind us again of what it means to be a 
neighbour. We pray in the name of Jesus, the ultimate neighbour. 
Amen. 
 

Sentence: Do to others as you would have them do to you.  Love your 
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. 
Luke 6:31, 35 
 
Collect: Guiding God, your wisdom is never far from us; may we love 
you with all our heart, and soul, and strength, and mind, and love our 
neighbours as ourselves; through Jesus, the compassionate one, who 
walks with us every step of the way, and is alive with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Readings: Amos 7:7-17, Col 1:1-14, Luke 10:25-37 

 
 

Offering prayer  
God of grace and compassion, may our gifts enable your church to be a 
place where strangers become friends, outcasts are welcomed, 
seekers receive, and doubters find faith.  
In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
Dismissal 
 Go from this gathering to meet your neighbour with open hands and an 
open heart, giving and receiving the goodness of God’s love!  
We go to love God, and to love our neighbours as we love 
ourselves. Amen. 
 
Hymns:  
HTC 14  All people that on earth do dwell, NJ 166 Will you let me be 
your servant, HTC 285 Eternal Father, strong to save, NJ 100 Make me 
a channel of your peace. 
 
Prayer Walk: 
Directions When we walk, rather than drive, through the 
neighbourhood, suburb, or city, we can truly experience it. We can 
wander, wonder, and observe the surroundings, especially things that 
others may not notice.  
1. Plan a prayer walk around your suburb or the area near your church. 
2. Take a pen/pencil and paper to record your observations; e.g., 
shops, churches, community facilities, houses, schools.  
3. When you return, prepare a prayer for your neighbourhood 
 

Notices 
 
Tuesday 16th  July:  Oasis is on break for the school holidays, please 
pray for the children and their families, 4pm Health & Wellness group 
meets at St Kilda. 7pm St Barnabas AGM 
Wednesday 17th  July:  10.00am Home communion, 1pm Eucharist at 
Holy Cross,  5.30pm STC meeting  
Thursday 18th July: F & V distribution St Mark’s 10.30am-11.30am, St 
Kilda 4pm-5.30pm, Friday 12th July: Worship at Montecillo at 11am 
 
Sunday 21st July: 2pm St Mary’s Baptism & Eucharist. There will be 
no 9.30am or 4pm service on this day. 


