
Please pray for 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
For the global effort to contain the Covid19 pandemic 
For the end of racial discrimination and prejudice 
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time.   
 
Those who are sick:  Alec, Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Chris, Cruz and Mason, 
Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Ellen, Eric,  
Gary Griffith-Smith, Graham, Jan HV, Jan Y, Jean V,  Jim L, Les  & 
Myrtle, Louise,  Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, Nick D, Philip, 
Sarah, Sharron M,  Shirley M,  Fay & Stuart, Ruby,  Val S, Valda M, 
Yvonne B, Claire Christie. 
 
 

Worship Schedule 
 

Brighton 10.30am 1st & 3rd Sundays    
Green Island 10.30a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays 

Mornington 9.30a.m. 
St Kilda 11a.m. (morning tea from 10.15am) 

 
Midweek service 

Wednesday at Holy Cross @ 1pm 
 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 

janclark8260@gmail.com 
 

Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 

 
Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163                     

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

Green Island - Brighton, Mornington, St Kilda 

 
9th  August, 2020.                                   19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
This week, we are introduced to the larger narrative of Joseph, the 
dreamer, and the role he plays in the unfolding promise of liberation for 
all people. Each of the readings, in their own way, reminds us we too 
are a part of a larger narrative of God's grace infused into the fullness 
of all creation. Beyond the limitations of our imaginations is the hope 
and promise of Love’s “Good News.”  
Genesis 37:1–4, 12–28 It comes as no great surprise that one of 
Jacob’s sons was both despised and celebrated for dreams that 
enabled him to anticipate and imagine a world that was yet to be. It was 
Jacob who, in the middle of the night, saw angels climbing and 
descending a ladder, and it was Jacob whose middle of the night 
encounters included a stranger with whom he wrestled. Joseph shared 
this gift of dreams, and he was both despised and celebrated for them.  
Joseph’s brothers were already resentful of the favouritism their father 
offered their younger brother. Joseph’s dream (Genesis 37:5–11), 
skipped over in our reading, only makes things worse. In one dream, 
Joseph’s brothers and his parents bowed down to him.  
Joseph’s brothers who undoubtedly have dreams of their own, conspire 
to kill Joseph, covering their misdeeds by concocting a story that he 
was killed by a wild animal. Instead, however, they find a less troubling 
and slightly profitable alternative by selling Joseph to Midianite traders 
who, in turn, bring Joseph to Egypt. In time, Joseph’s dreams are 
celebrated by the Egyptian pharaoh, who comes to trust the strategic 
insights they provide (Genesis 41:39,40).  
Nowhere in this story do we hear a word about God, but when one puts 
today’s text within the larger context of the Joseph narrative, it becomes 
clear that the central dream is not the lesser dreams of Joseph, with his 
visions of personal power and authority or even the dreams of his 
brothers with their longing for retribution. The dominant dream in this 
narrative is what African American theologian, Verna Dozier refers to as 
“The Dream of God.” In her book, by the same name, Dozier states, 
“God’s great dream is founded on the rock of human freedom,” later 

mailto:jan.alec@paradise.net.nz


noting the biblical name for this overarching dream is the realm of God. 
Throughout this story, the shortcomings of human dreams are 
continually caught up in the much bigger dream of God. There is no 
indication that either Reuben or Judah recognizes the dream of God’s 
freedom at work, but they do their small part, and it is sufficient in not 
only keeping Joseph alive but also the dream of God’s liberation for all 
people. 
Romans 10:5–15 is Paul’s proclamation that the dream of God for our 
salvation/liberation is particularly good news, one we are called to 
share with all without distinction or limitation. It is a salvation of 
unfolding liberation.  
Matthew 14:22–33 comes as an encouragement to the early church 
who face the type of uncertain future faced by Joseph. Even amidst 
fears and doubts, we can put our faith in the one who calms troubled 
waters.  
The exiles in Babylon, the first recipients of sacred text written down, 
needed, and no doubt cherished, the reminder that even when all looks 
lost, the liberating dream of God is at work. Joseph’s uncertain future 
was their uncertain future. The small dreams of Joseph and his 
brothers were their dreams as well. Like Joseph and his brothers, they 
too are caught up in a larger dream of God's liberating love and justice.  
 
Call to worship   
In a world that often feels overwhelmed by waves of bad news,  
we often feel like disciples at sea – tossed and turned in the chaos 
of current events.  
But we are part of a dream – we are part of God’s great dream!  
And we are not alone in this time of storms and turmoil.  
There is a presence reaching into our lives, offering calm and peace 
and hope.  
There is a dream that is being fulfilled through our lives; God’s 
dream of abundant life.  
Come, Disciples of Christ, let us hold tight to the vessel of faith and the 
dream of possibilities; and let us be God’s people in worship.  
For in our worship, we reach new shores; and in our worship, 
God’s dream is fulfilled. 
Come, let us worship in hopeful anticipation and faith 
 
Sentence of the Day 
They cried out in fear, but Jesus spoke to them and said, `Take heart, it 
is I; do not be afraid.’   Matthew 14:26-27 

Collect:  
Merciful God, hearten us, so that like Peter we may have faith even 
when we fail. Grant that any recognition we receive brings worship not 
to ourselves but to you. Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen 
 
Readings: Genesis 37:1-4,12-28,  Romans 10:5-15 Matthew 14:22-33 
 
Hymns: HTC 38 praise my soul the king of heaven, HTC 253 Speak, 
Lord, in the stillness NJ 100 Make me a channel of your peace,    
Norfolk Island Vesper 
 

Notices: 

Tuesday 11th August : 10.30am Diocesan Council, 3pm Oasis After 
School Club,4pm Health & Wellness Group at Holy Cross,  
Wednesday 12th August:  9.30am & 11am Home communions 1pm 
Eucharist @ Holy Cross, 2pm Thornbury House worship, 3.15pm 
Home Communion 
Thursday 13th August: Fruit & Vege. Green Island 10.30-11.30am and 
St Kilda 4-5.30pm.  Midday meeting 2pm AAW At Holy Cross Judy 
Bellingham is the speaker. 
Friday 14th August: 10am Spiritual Direction 
Sunday 16th August at 10.30am  St Mary’s Patronal Festival followed 
by catered luncheon. To register for lunch talk to Iona 476 7726 cost 
$25pp (nos by 12th August for catering purposes please.) 
 
 
The Practice of Prayer 
1. Spend several minutes thinking about the times in your life when you 
were jealous, angry, vengeful, or even driven to mistreat someone. \ 
2. Now, reflect in your journal, or on a piece of paper about these 
conflicts or disagreements and your reactions to them. Write a 
message to God, asking for help in dealing with your feelings, and for 
help in mending these relationships. 
3. Sit quietly and listen for how God might be speaking to you, or how 
God might be moving in your life to resolve these feelings and 
reactions. What is God saying? What does God want you to do to 
reconcile with someone 
 


