
Please pray for: 
Bishop Elect- Steven Benford, Ministry Educator / Vicar General – Alec 
Clark, the Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
Those who are sick: Ashley, Betty, Bill, Bridget, Brent, Chris, Cruz and 
Mason, Deborah, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Elaine, Eric, Gerald, 
Graham, Harry, Heather S, Keith M, Keith H,Keith & Lorna, Kerry, Jean 
V, Jesse Bessant, Jim L, Les,  Marilyn, Margaret, Mavis, Neville, 
Noelene, Pat G, Phil,  Philip, Ron A, Ron G, Ross, Sarah, Sharron M,  
Stewart, Tim, Russell, Rhianwyn, Yvonne B, Claire J., Ziggy. 
 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 9am (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 11a.m.   Mornington 9.30a.m.   
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 

 
Midweek service 

 1pm @ Holy Cross Hall, St Kilda. 
 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Tce, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
jan.alec@paradise.net.nz 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020  email to jan.alec@paradise.net.nz 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          487-9299 
 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 
20 August, 2017                     Feast of St Mary the mother of Jesus. 

 

St Mary, the Mother of Jesus 
Mary has had a place of honour in the church from the beginning. She 
was living in Nazareth at the time of the annunciation and seems to 
have been a devout Jewess. Her kinship to Elizabeth would perhaps 
suggest a Levitical family, but later tradition ascribes Davidic descent to 
Mary as well as to Joseph, whose genealogy is given in different 
versions in Matthew and Luke. Also at the time of the annunciation, 
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, which in accordance with Jewish 
custom meant virtual marriage apart from living in the groom’s house. 
Both Matthew and Luke attest the virgin birth of Jesus from Mary in 
Bethlehem. Later developments in the early church were to assert that 
Mary was a perpetual virgin and that in consequence the other children 
mentioned in the New Testament were Joseph’s by a previous 
marriage, or cousins of Jesus. The New Testament offers no evidence 
to support or deny these developments, which were often informed by 
dogmatic and doctrinal considerations.  
After the birth of Jesus, Mary fulfilled the requirements of the Law for 
her purification, the offering made (a pair of turtle doves or two young 
pigeons) suggesting a family of slender means (Luke 2:24; cf. Leviticus 
12:6-8). Mary went with Joseph to Jerusalem for Passover each year 
(Luke 2:41), and they took Jesus with them when he was twelve. 
Although Jesus returned with Mary and Joseph to Nazareth, he had 
marked an independent path of obedience to God. 
During Jesus’ public ministry, Mary and Jesus’ brothers and sisters 
seem to have kept somewhat aloof from him. Joseph is not mentioned 
again, and may have died by this time. Jesus’ family tried to take him in 
hand because “he has gone out of his mind” (Mark 3:21), and they, 
including Mary, are rejected as family in favour of those who do what 
God wants (Mark 3:31-35). At the wedding in Cana (John 2:1-12), 
Jesus again sets himself apart from his mother. When Jesus was 
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rejected in Nazareth (Mark 6:1-6), the crowd knew Jesus’ family, but 
none of them was a disciple; and Mary is not among the women who 
travelled with Jesus on his journeys and assisted him. 
Nevertheless, Mary was present at the crucifixion (John 19:25-27), and 
was given into the care of the beloved disciple. Mary and other 
members of the family were also part of the early church (Acts 1:14), 
having found a new understanding of Jesus after the resurrection. The 
New Testament gives no further details about Mary. Later traditions 
embellished the details of Mary’s life, especially her birth and death, but 
these have no historical value. 
 
Theme: Feast of St Mary. 
 
Sentence: The Angel Gabriel came to her and said, “Hail, O favoured 
one!” Luke 1: 28a 
 
Collect:  Jesus, your birth is wonderful and your mother is the most 
beloved woman of all time. Help all of us who believe in you to honour 
each other equally, whatever our gender, whatever our ability, whatever 
our social state may be; to the honour of your holy name. Amen. 
 
Readings: Genesis 45:1-15, Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28 

 
Hymns:  
HTC 328 Lord for the years, 100 hymns 27, For Mary, mother of our 
Lord, A& M 515 Shall we not love Thee, Mother dear, God gives us a 
future. 
 
HYMN: God Gives us a Future  
 
God gives us a future, daring us to go 
into dreams and dangers on a path unknown. 
We will face tomorrow in the Spirit’s power, 
we will let God change us, 
for new life starts now. 

We must leave behind us sins of yesterday, 
for God’s new beginning is a better way. 
Fear and doubt and habit must not hold us back: 

God gives hope, and insight, 
and the strength we lack. 

Holy Spirit, teach us how to read the signs, 
how to meet the challenge of our troubled times. 
Love us into action, stir us into prayer, 
till we choose God’s life, 
and find our future there. © E J Smith (TIS) 

Notices 
22nd  August: Tuesday, 3pm Oasis after school programme at St 
Mark’s, 4pm Health and Wellness at Holy Cross,  
23rd  August: Wednesday, 10am Home Communion, 1pm Eucharist 
@ Holy Cross,  5.30pm-6.15pm  Contemplative Prayer 17a McBride St.  

24th  August: Thursday Fruit and Vege distribution GI 
10.30am – 11.30am. Holy Cross 4pm-5.30pm. 7pm EfM 
 
Tuesday 29th August: Quiz  at Greenlands café and bar in 
Green island to raise money for the new playground. Teams of 6 
people, $5 per person entry. Starts at 7pm. 
 
4th September,  Monday: Fellowship  7 30pm, in St Ann's. 
Speaker will be Ruth Topless speaking and sharing her photo's of local 
Aurora Australis, as well as telling us about the flight south earlier this 
year to photograph the lights in the southern skies. All welcome. 
Supper will be served after the speaker. 
 
Jan and Alec will be on holiday from Friday 25th – 30th  August. Rev. 
Claire Brown will celebrate and preach on Sunday 27th Aug at St Mary’s 
and Holy Cross. For any urgent matters please contact the wardens. 
 
Welcoming the new Bishop 
If you would like to help welcome the  Benfords to Dunedin donations of 
non perishable goods for the Benfords pantry would be appreciated and 
and be left at the church by the 11th September. 

 

Readings for  August 27 
 

Exodus 1:8-2:10, Romans 12:1-8, Matthew 16:13-20 


