
Please pray for 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
Pray for the Selwyn College consultation panel as together we seek 
God’s direction for the future of the college. 
For those travelling this holiday season. 
For those affected by bush fires and other disasters. 
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time.   
Those who are sick:  Adrian, Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Chris, Cruz 
and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Ellen, Eric, 
Graham, Jan V, Jan Y, Jean V, Jim L, Keith M, Les  & Myrtle, Louise,  
Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, Pat G, Pauline, Philip, Sarah, 
Sharron M, Stephen,  Stewart, Tim, Ruby,  Val S, Yvonne B, Claire. 
 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 10.30a.m. (1st & 3rd Sundays) no services in January     

Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 
Mornington 9.30a.m. 

St Kilda 11a.m. (morning tea from 10.15am) 
 

Midweek service 
Recommence on the 5th Feb. 2020 @ 1pm 

 
Southern Coastal Deanery 

St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 
St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 

janclark8260@gmail.com 
 

Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 

 
Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 
                                     

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

Green Island - Brighton, Mornington, St Kilda 

 
26th January, 2020.                                        3rd Sunday of Epiphany.  
 
Following Christ’s call can be hard. We are asked to take risks, trust, 
and step into the unknown. Sometimes, we have to leave behind the 
familiar. Sometimes, our actions may make us look foolish. Following 
God may require us to admit and face our fears. Yet, we remember that 
we are God’s children, and we are never alone.  
Isaiah 9:1–4 is another example of how Matthew uses the Hebrew 
Scriptures to reinforce that Jesus is the Messiah. It is worth asking what 
the “darkness” was when Isaiah was writing, and how the light may 
have changed that. In a world of racial diversity, the word “shadows” 
could be used instead of “darkness” to reduce the impact of “darkness” 
being interpreted negatively. Perhaps the shadows of Isaiah are 
shadows of fear?  
It is clear that the writer of Psalm 27:1, 4–9 is afraid of something 
happening in his or her life. Seeking to live in God’s presence requires 
courage and change. Yet, the psalmist trusts in God’s provision of 
shelter and protection (v. 5). We are not alone in times of fear; as 
people of faith, we often hold faith and fear together in tension.  
In 1 Corinthians 1:10–18 it is clear that the leaders have been fighting 
about who is doing what and who is the best. Paul urges the church to 
be in agreement with no divisions among them, which sounds 
unattainable to our ears. But Paul offers an explanation of this oneness, 
pointing to baptism and Christ’s crucifixion as the means for the 
church’s unity. Baptism and Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection are 
Christ’s free gifts of love, and by faith the people are made one by the 
power of love.  
Matthew 4:12–23 ties together the theme of following Christ when it 
may appear to be scary or foolish. Jesus has gone to Galilee to gather 
disciples and reaches out to Simon (Peter) and his brother Andrew. His 
call to follow sounds absurd – leave behind your social and economic 
security and follow a stranger. Andrew and Simon have no idea what 
they are following Jesus for, or to until he tells them “I will make you fish 
for people,” which did not offer much clarity.  
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Questions raised by this text are numerous. Why these two people? 
Why this community? Why fishers and not someone else? This move 
by Andrew and Simon must have seemed impulsive at best and foolish 
at worst. What was it like for Zebedee? To watch his children, James 
and John, make what may appear to be a foolish and impulsive 
decision to follow a stranger and leave behind their responsibilities for 
providing for family and community? What is a parent’s response to 
such choices? 
Following God requires us to look at our lives differently than the rest of 
the world may want to see them. We are asked to give up what may be 
dear and act in ways that may be foolish to others. Following a call may 
also be hard for those who watch it happen, especially parents 
watching children stepping out into the world to follow God in their own 
lives. 
 
Call to worship 
Jesus called out to brothers, fishers by the sea: “Come and follow me.” 
They laid aside their nets and followed him.  
Sisters and brothers, Jesus still calls to us; how shall we respond?  
We will lay everything aside and worship the Christ this day!  
Come let us worship.  
 
Opening prayer: Faithful God – your invitation comes like the tide 
rolling in and rolling out, sometimes gentle, sometimes thunderous, but 
always calling, calling, calling us to follow. Surround us with your loving 
presence this day, as we gather to worship you and listen for your 
voice. Amen.  
 
Sentence: Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing 
every disease and every sickness among the people. Matthew 4:23 
 
Collect: 
Living God, your Son Jesus Christ called the fishermen to follow him. 
Embolden us to lay aside everything that distracts us. Give us focus 
and resolve to follow you. Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
Readings: Isaiah 9:1-4, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18,  Matthew 4:12-23 

 

Hymns: HTC S 16 I want to walk with Jesus Christ,  NJ 58 I am the 
light of the world HTC 333 The kingdom of God, HTC 542 Forth in the 
peace 
 

Notices: 

Wednesday 29th January: Public conversation to be held at 
Mornington Methodist Church, at 7.30 pm, between Rev Dr Peter 
Matheson  (Knox Church) and Professor Alison Phipps from Glasgow 
and 2019 Distinguished De Carne Lecturer in the University of Otago, 
who holds a UNESCO chair in Refugee Integration and has ranged the 
world, working with displaced refugee communities. 
Friday 7 February: starting at 7pm, Professor Phipps will be in 
conversation at Mornington Methodist Church with Behrouz Boochani, 
a renowned Kurdish-Iranian journalist, human rights defender, writer 
and film producer, who was detained in the ‘hell’ of the Australian-run 
Manus Island detention centre in Papua New Guinea for 5 years. 
 
Saturday 1st February:  Community of the Sacred Name. Local 
companions and Friends and anyone interested in the CSN Sisters are 
invited to meet at Holy Cross Church Hall, St Kilda at 11am for a 
Eucharist to celebrate Candlemas followed by a pot luck lunch and a 
short meeting 
 
Sunday 2nd Feb: Deanery Picnic at Sandy & Dave Baird’s Home 17 
Riccarton Road East Taieri. Bring your picnic and join us for worship at 
11am followed by picnic and games. 
 
Monday 10th Feb: St Mary's Fellowship will visit Wylde Willow Garden 
at 132 North Taieri Road, Abbotsford. *Because of the closeness to the 
Church Picnic it was decided to hold the meeting a week later. Entry 
Fee is $10.00 per person and to be collected prior to the meeting. We 
will meet a St. Anne's at 6:30pm to organise transport. Visit will 
commence at 7pm. All Welcome. Supper will be organised at a later 
date. 
 
Invitation from Bp Steve: 
Installation & Commissioning of  the Very Rev. Dr. Tony Curtis as the 
13th Dean and vicar of the cathedral District, on Sunday 23rd  February 
2020, at 4.00 p.m. at St Paul’s Cathedral, Dunedin for a Eucharistic 
Celebration, light refreshments to follow. RSVP by 15 Feb. 477 2336. 


