
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Alec Clark, Diana 
Abercrombie, the Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time. The Dassen family 
Pray for the preparations for synod. 
Those who are sick:  Agnes, Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Celine, Alaric & 
Liam, Chris, Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, 
Dorothy H, Ellen, Eric, Gerald, Graham, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse Bessant, 
Jim L, Keith M, Les,  Lysiane, Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Max, Murray, 
Pat G, Peggy, Philip, Ross, Sarah, Sharron M,  Stewart, Susie, Tim, 
Ruby, Russell, Val S, Yvonne B, Claire J 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 10.30a.m. (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 
 Mornington 9.30a.m.   

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service  
Wednesday, 1pm @ Holy Cross 

 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          471-0001 
 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 

16th September, 2018.                  Ordinary Sunday 24. 
 
Words have the power to “name” or shape people in ways that may 

lead to good or ill, to acceptance or rebuke. Who we say Jesus is 

shapes our journey as disciples. Wise followers listen for the words and 

ways of God in their midst. For God’s words and ways lead to deeper 

understanding of who we are called to be because of whom we follow. 
Focus scripture: Mark 8:27–38  

This passage serves as the midway “hinge point” in Mark’s gospel. 

Before this, Jesus travelled across Galilee and into Gentile territories. 

From here, the geography and theology move toward Jerusalem. Verse 

31 is the first of the three “passion predictions” in Mark that point to 

Jesus’ suffering in Jerusalem. Passion comes from a Greek word 

meaning “suffering.”  

The setting of this teaching near Caesarea Philippi is intriguing. One 

source of the Jordan River flows out of a cave nearby. It served over 

time as a shrine of worship for various deities called by different 

“names.”  

The names reported by the disciples in response to Jesus’ question in 

verse 27 reflect earlier opinions voiced by Herod and others (Mark 

6:14–16). Several names given by the disciples have messianic links. 

John the baptizer prepared for one who was “coming after me.” Elijah 

was expected to return shortly before the appearance of Messiah. 

Jesus does not refer to himself as “Messiah,” but “Son of Man.” This 

term appears in Daniel 7:13 in a passage associated with God’s 

coming. “Son of Man” also appears frequently in Ezekiel, where the 

prophet uses the term to describe himself. “Son of Man” in Daniel and 

Ezekiel connects with God’s mission and, at times, suffering.  

A pair of rebukes follows Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Messiah 

and Jesus’ ensuing command of silence about his identity. The most 

dominant expectations of Messiah at this time involved one who would 

deliver the land from Roman rule. Often this figure was linked to the 

line of David. Such hopes likely formed the basis for Peter’s rebuke of 
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Jesus when Jesus taught the wisdom of a suffering “Son of Man” – 

nothing like the triumphant warrior awaited by many. Jesus’ rebuke of 

Peter in response sets the stage for Jesus’ further wisdom about what 

discipleship entails.  

The word translated as “life” in verses 35–37 is psuche, the root word 

for “psyche” and “psychology.” It involves the notion of “self.” That 

connotation brings a stronger sense of paradox to Jesus’ teaching. The 

affirmation of self comes in the act of self-giving (“those who would 

lose their psuche for my sake…will save it”). Jesus redefines both 

Messiah and disciple in this passage. To be a follower is not simply to 

name Jesus with a “correct” title (“you are the Messiah”). The text 

implies danger in the hard consequences of following in the way of 

Jesus, who announces suffering for self and crosses for disciples.  

Mark closely links Jesus’ identity and vocation with that of disciples in 

that day, and in our own. In Jesus’ wisdom we find the path opened to 

finding our selves. Who do we say Jesus is today by what we pray for in 

our heart of hearts; by what we seek from (and offer to) our faith 

communities? What wisdom of Jesus do you hear Mark 8:34–37 

speaking to the church and to the wider community today? What 

wisdom do today’s readings speak about following the way of God?  

 
Sentence of the Day:   

“And who do you say I am?” Jesus asked. Peter answered, “You are the 

Messiah.”  Mark 8:29 
 
Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, you are Alpha and Omega, 
beginning and end, the Word made flesh; grant us the courage to take 
up our cross, and bear it gladly for the sake of the gospel, risking 
mockery and rejection, following the example of Jesus, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and for 
ever. Amen.  
 

Readings Prov 1:20-33, James 3:1-12,  Mark 8:27-38. 
 

Hymns: HTC 270 New every morning, HTC 114 Take up your cross, 
NJ 40 Fill my house, NJ 29 Community of Christ. 
 
Christmas Shoebox Appeal. It costs $10 in freight for each box, so if you would 
rather donate money instead of goods, that would be appreciated. Margaret, ph 
453 4434 

Notices: 
Sunday 16th Sept: 4pm Soup & Communion 
Tuesday 18th Sept: 10.30am Home communion, 3pm Oasis after 
school group @ GI. 4pm Health & Wellness @ Holy Cross, 5.45 South 
Dunedin Hui @ the Blind Foundation Hall please ring Catholic Social 
Services  if you are attending for catering purposes. 
Wednesday 19th Sept: 11am Home Communion, 1pm Midweek 
Eucharist @ Holy Cross, 3.30pm South Dunedin Ministers Association 
at the mercy Centre. 
Thursday 20th Sept: Fruit & Vege distribution 10.30am – 11.30am St 
Mark’s Green Island, 4pm – 5.30pm Holy Cross St Kilda. 7pm EfM  
Friday 21st Sept: 9.30am Supervision, 1pm Oasis planning for term 4. 

 
Sunday 30th September we are celebrating the Patronal Festival for 
Holy Cross, the Eucharist is at 10.30am followed by soup and dessert . 
Soup and buns will be provided, please bring a dessert to share. This is 
the only service in the Deanery on the 30th. Bp Steve will be our 
celebrant and preacher. 
 
Fellowship Dinner is on Monday 1st October, at 6pm for 6 30pm, at 
the Otago Golf Club, Balmacewen  Rd. Dinner $25 50 per person. The 
after dinner speaker will be Paul Gorman from the ODT. Paul writes the 
What’s with That column on Page 2. Please feel free to bring friends, 
Holy Cross and  St Marks parishioners most welcome. Could numbers 
be to Margaret by 26th September. Ph 4534434 or 027 4276783. 
 
The Cathedral is looking for more Saturday morning volunteers to 
help welcome visitors from all over the world. 
This is a great way to give back to the city! Volunteers are rostered on 
from 10am until 1pm once or twice every 3 months, and are based in 
the Cathedral shop. Training and orientation is provided. If you are 
interested in helping or finding out more, please contact the Cathedral 
office, 477 2336, office@stpauls.net.nz 

Dunedin NZCMS Support GroupDunedin NZCMS Support Group 
meets on Wednesday, 19th September at the home of Arch and 
Jenny Mathieson, 25A Sheen St, Roslyn at 2.30pm. Focus: Judith 
Looser will be sharing news of her work with us. Everybody is welcome 
to join us. Contact Maureen Harley for details at 021 1071 401 or 03 
456 0573. 
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