
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Alec Clark, Diana 
Abercrombie, the Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time. The Dassen family 
Give thanks for the life of Russell Devlin and pray for his family. 
Those who are sick:  Agnes, Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Celine, Alaric & 
Liam, Chris, Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, 
Dorothy H, Ellen, Eric, Gerald, Graham, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse Bessant, 
Jim L, Keith M, Les,  Lysiane, Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Max, Murray, 
Pat G, Peggy, Philip, Ross, Sarah, Sharron M,  Stewart, Susie, Tim, 
Ruby,  Val S, Yvonne B, Claire J 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 10.30a.m. (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 
 Mornington 9.30a.m.   

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service  
Wednesday, 1pm @ Holy Cross 

 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
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Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          471-0001 
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23rd September, 2018.                 Ordinary Sunday 25. 
 
Jesus calls us to receive and practice this wisdom about those who are 

great in God’s reign: God’s wise children are called to welcome and 

care for “little ones” among us. Wise ones reach out with encouraging 

presence to those who are vulnerable. Wise ones live close to God by 

living justly with neighbour. Wise hands do good.  
Focus scripture: Mark 9:30–37 This passage is preceded by two 

stories where the disciples are not shown in a favourable light. Peter 

and two others are terrified when Jesus is transfigured. Next comes the 

inability of the disciples to heal a child who has seizures. The 

vulnerability borne of such fear and failure sets the backdrop for the 

second passion prediction.  

The three passion predictions in Mark point to Jesus’ suffering in 

Jerusalem. They emphasize a sense of urgency, underscored by the 

disciples’ failure each time to understand. The Greek word translated in 

verse 33 as “argued” is dialogizomai. It is the root for “dialogue.” It can 

mean to dispute or argue in a negative sense. More positively, it also 

can mean to reason or debate as a way of learning. The disciples’ 

silence when Jesus asks them about their “dialogue” could be taken as 

implying they argued. Or, their silence could represent a fear on their 

part to share their thoughts openly with Jesus, as they still did not 

understand the importance of Jesus’ teaching about his suffering and 

death.  

Centring Jesus’ teaching on greatness around a child raises interesting 

issues. Childhood in Palestinian, as well as Roman, society could be 

harsh. They often were the first victims of famine, disease, or war. 

While important to their families, children were almost “non-persons” in 

the society. In that sense, they held much in common with the 

community that Mark’s gospel first addressed.  

This early Christian community lived as a small minority in an 

increasingly hostile empire. Jesus demonstrates a different ethic and 
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valuing of children, more in line with the treasuring of a child seen in 

Psalm 127:3 or Ruth 4:14–15. Jesus takes a child in his arms and 

declares that to welcome one who is powerless and vulnerable is also 

to welcome Jesus. Mark’s community might have felt themselves 

embraced in Jesus’ arms. Jesus’ ensuing call to welcome such 

vulnerable ones may have been heard as the logical outcome of their 

own welcome.  

Words of challenge to relationships run through Mark’s text. Jesus 

announces that greatness comes in service. The welcoming of a child 

enacts the call to welcome others into the circle of community. 

Community is ongoing as individuals and even leaders come and go. 

That is what makes the welcome of others, including those who are 

vulnerable, all the more crucial. For if we cannot find and give welcome 

here, where can welcome be found?  
 
Call to worship  

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, 

or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  

No! In all these things we are more than conquerors through the 

One who loved us.  

For all things work together for good for those who love God.  

And nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus.  

Come, let us worship. 
 
Sentence of the Day:   
Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all. 

 Mark 9:35 
Prayer of the Day: Holy God, in your economy the last will be first and 
the first will be last; help us to step aside, grant us such humility that we 
may recognise and welcome all your children with open hands, warm 
hearts and generous minds, with the hospitality of the Father, the grace 
of the Son, and the warmth of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Readings Prov 31:10-31 James 3:13–4:3,7-8a Mark 9:30-37. 
 

Hymns: HTC 324 God of grace and God of glory, HTC 543 God be in 
my head, HTC 303 Jesus loves me. HTC 235 Holy Spirit, truth divine. 
 

 

 
Notices: 
Tuesday 25th Sept: 10.30am Home communion, 3pm Oasis after 
school group @ GI. 4pm Health & Wellness @ Holy Cross,  
Wednesday 26th Sept: 11am Home Communion, 1pm Midweek 
Eucharist @ Holy Cross,  
Thursday 27th Sept: Fruit & Vege distribution 10.30am – 11.30am St 
Mark’s Green Island, 4pm – 5.30pm Holy Cross St Kilda.  

 
Sunday 30th September we are celebrating the Patronal Festival for 
Holy Cross, the Eucharist is at 10.30am followed by soup and dessert. 
Soup and buns will be provided, please bring a dessert to share. This is 
the only service in the Deanery on the 30th. Bp Steve will be our 
celebrant and preacher. 
 
Fellowship Dinner is on Monday 1st October, at 6pm for 6 30pm, at 
the Otago Golf Club, Balmacewen  Rd. Dinner $25 50 per person. The 
after dinner speaker will be Paul Gorman from the ODT. Paul writes the 
What’s with That column on Page 2. Please feel free to bring friends, 
Holy Cross and  St Marks parishioners most welcome. Could numbers 
be to Margaret by 26th September. Ph 4534434 or 027 4276783. 
 
The Cathedral is looking for more Saturday morning volunteers to 
help welcome visitors from all over the world. 
This is a great way to give back to the city! Volunteers are rostered on 
from 10am until 1pm once or twice every 3 months, and are based in 
the Cathedral shop. Training and orientation is provided. If you are 
interested in helping or finding out more, please contact the Cathedral 
office, 477 2336, office@stpauls.net.nz 

Service to Celebrate 125 Years of Women's Suffrage: You are invited to 
an ecumenical service celebrating 125 years of Women’s suffrage on Sunday 
23rd Sept. at 7pm at All Saints Church. This service is organised by the 
Dunedin Inner Citty Clergy in collaboration with the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union and the National Council of Women. 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal. It costs $10 in freight for each box, so if 
you would rather donate money instead of goods, that would be 
appreciated. Margaret, ph 453 4434 
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