
Please pray for: 
 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, Community Support Enabler  - Anne Van 
Gend, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
For the global effort to contain the Covid19 pandemic 
Those who are sick:  Amy, Anne, Ashley, Bev, Bill, Bridget, Cathy, 
Chris, Claire Christie, Cruz and Mason, Daryl, Deborah, Dick, Dorothy 
H, Ellen, Eric, Frost, Gary Griffith-Smith, Gerald, Ginny, Graham, Grant 
W, Jan HV, Jan Y, Jean V,  Jim L, Joan F, John G, Malcolm, Mike, 
Mike & Corryn & Kian, Myrtle, Louise,  Marilyn, Margaret, Murray, Nick 
D, Philip, Sarah, Sharron M,  Shirley M,  Faye, Ruby,  Val S. 
 

Worship Schedule 
 

Brighton 10.30a.m. 1st and 3rd Sundays      
Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 

 Mornington 1st, 2nd & 4th Sundays 10.30am 
3rd Sunday 4pm Soup & Communion cancelled at Alert level 2 

 
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea cancelled at Alert level 2.) 

 
Midweek service 

 Wednesday @ 1pm at Holy Cross  
 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

 
Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 
      
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 
 
St Kilda Warden:  Gerald Harley  456-0573 

  Southern Coastal 
Deanery 

 
                                       26th September, 2021 

                                                   26th Sunday in Ordinary time.                                      
                                              
      
 
The week’s readings challenge us to examine our alliances and our 
sense of “in” and “out.”  
Esther 7:1–6, 9–10; 9:20–22 describes a woman who does not lose 
her saltiness. Esther shows great courage and fortitude in overcoming 
the social and political roadblocks to saving her people and her integrity 
as part of her community of belonging.  
James 5:13–20 insists that not only are we to avoid putting up 
stumbling blocks to others but we are to be active in bringing them back 
to the pathway, having wandered, so that life is sustained for all. 
Mark 9:38–50 In the gospel of Mark, we become an audience, 
alongside the first disciples and the first readers and their questions 
about boundaries and inclusion. Jesus redirects thoughts and actions to 
what matters. Every time the first disciples “miss the mark” on what is 
being revealed to them, allows us to see what they did not. Having 
witnessed Jesus’ exorcisms and attempting some themselves 
(unsuccessfully), Jesus’ followers express urgent concern for the one 
who is “casting out demons” in Christ’s name and yet is not one of 
“them.” In a cultural context where who was in, who was out and who 
was right was of concern, the first disciples find themselves 
preoccupied with this other who is not a part of the group. Jesus as 
teacher, one of his primary roles in Mark, moves them away from 
thinking about who belongs and who doesn’t and instead challenges 
them to a broader sense of community and to overcoming their own 
challenges and limitations rather than someone else’s. Jesus is not 
concerned with the one who is healing in his name, as he reminds them 
that “whoever is not against us is for us.” Jesus draws the disciples, 
instead, to examine their own stumbling blocks on the journey. Here is 
where we encounter the rather gruesome descriptions of cutting off that 
which causes stumbling rather than losing the whole self. The utmost 
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concern is to keep on the path, the way of Jesus.  
The way is the road one takes to follow Jesus even if it involves going 
to Jerusalem and challenging the most powerful of political regimes. 
The passage falls in the middle of the section in Mark, with its focus on 
Jesus’ movement toward Jerusalem (8:27—10:52).  
What will it mean to go where Christ goes? What does it mean to have 
integrity with God’s dreams and desires and avoid the social and 
political roadblocks to that integrity? The worst violation the followers 
can commit is putting up barriers to faith and understanding for those 
new to the faith and for themselves. Jesus suggests it would even be 
better to die than get in the way of self or another’s faith. Although 
some interpret each of these body parts to point to a particular sin, it is 
likely reflective of common ancient use of body metaphor to refer to a 
social, political group. Therefore, if these tensions, problems, or even 
individuals were affecting the path and integrity of the whole, it would 
be better to lose the part instead of the whole, perhaps by way of 
excommunication.  
The alternative punishment described as the unquenchable fire makes 
subtle references to Jeremiah and Isaiah’s use of these descriptors for 
life outside of God. Again, despite harsh imagery, punishment for Jesus 
involves logical consequences; what would happen if disciples fall prey 
to stumbling blocks like gaining power and enforcing their own rules for 
doing things away from God’s way. It leads to a life of exile, isolation, 
and separation from the relationship and life that Jesus demonstrates. 
The disciples are left with an imperative to have salt in themselves and 
be at peace with one another. This could mean the preservation of the 
group and the integrity of its followers. Losing our saltiness means not 
living in the full potential of ourselves.  
 
Call to worship  
Have salt in yourselves: salt enough to love courageously.  
Have salt in yourselves: salt enough to speak honestly.  
Have salt in yourselves: salt enough to act justly.  

Have salt in yourselves: salt enough to pray constantly. Amen. 

 
Opening prayer Gracious God, you delight in us – each of us. When 
we tend to look suspiciously at others, or assume they do not quite fit 
in, or wonder what kind of ministry they may be doing, remind us that all 
of us are called, and blessed, and equipped to do your work. May we 
celebrate that in this time of worship. Amen 

Sentence:  Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of 
all.  Mark 9:35 
 
Collect: Creator God, you love all you created despite human frailty, 
protect us in our ignorance, give us wisdom to know what it is that you 
require of us, that we may come into the fullness of your kingdom, 
embraced by our Creator, in communion with the Son, and in the 
companionship of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Readings. Esther 7:1-6,9-10; 9:20-22,  James 5:13-20 Mark 9:38-50 

 
Daylight Saving begins at 2am on Sunday 26th September. We 
move our clocks forward one hour. 
 

Notices 
Tuesday 28th September: 11am GGICN, 5.30pm Social Justice 
Committee. 
Wednesday 29th September;  1pm Midweek Communion @ Holy 
Cross, 2 & 3pm Home communions, 5.30pm Anglican Family Care 
AGM 
Thursday 30th September; 10.30am-11.30am Fruit & vege Distribution 
Green Island, 4-5.30pm F & V at St Kilda, 1.30pm South D ministers 
planning meeting 
Friday 1st October: (Jan C is on Annual leave till 8th Oct. – We are 
going to Alec’s sisters 70th birthday.) 
 
Please note our Ministry Educator, Michael Godfrey messaged to 
say the Boundaries Workshop scheduled for 29th September has 
been cancelled due to Alert level 2. 
 

St Mary's Fellowship  Dinner on  Monday 4th October, 2021 at 
Mitchell's Tavern,  (Back Bar) Caversham at 6pm for 6:30pm. Our guest 
speaker is Rev. Dr. Anne van Gend who will speak on her early life in 
the church, her lead up to being the Enabler and what that position 
entails. I am now  taking names for the dinner so please let me know 
either by email or phone 476 7726 by Wednesday 29th September. 
Thank you.  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
At Alert level 2 we have in place an approved Action Plan for 
recommencing worship and other activities in our churches.  
The key elements we are asked to observe are; 

• If you are unwell please stay home. 

• Use the sanitizer as you come in and leave. 

• Contact tracing – if you can please scan the QR code displayed 
in our buildings if we don’t already have them give us your 
contact details for contract tracing purposes. 

• Protect yourself and others by wearing a mask 

• Use non contact greeting methods 

• Keep a 2 metre distance from those not in your bubble 


