
Please pray for: 
Bishop  Steven and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Alec Clark, the 
Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
 
Those who are sick: Ashley, Betty, Bill, Bridget, Brent, Chris, Cruz and 
Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Elaine, Eric, 
Gerald, Graham, Harry, Heather S, Keith M, Keith H, Keith & Lorna, 
Kerry, Jan, Jean V, Jesse Bessant, Jim L, Les,  Marilyn, Margaret, 
Mavis, Murray, Neville, Noelene, Pat G, Philip, Ron A, Ron G, Ross, 
Sarah, Sharron M,  Stewart, Tim, Russell, Rhianwyn, Yvonne B, Claire 
J., Ziggy. 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 9am (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 11a.m.   Mornington 9.30a.m.   
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 

 
Midweek service 

 Wednesday 1pm @ Holy Cross Hall, St Kilda.  
 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Tce, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020  email to jan.clark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          487-9299 
 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 
 
15 October, 2017                                  28th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
 
The people have grown impatient (and perhaps scared) searching for 
comfort in false gods. When have we in our need for an immediate 
response turned to false gods, attempting to replace the God of forever 
for the gods of right now?  
Focus scripture: Exodus 32:1–14  
In Exodus 20, we read that Moses received from God the 
commandments that were to give order and value to the life of the 
Hebrew people. Chapters 21–31 comprise further instruction from God. 
In addition to more laws and practices, there are detailed instructions 
for an ark, a table for the holy bread, a seven-branched golden 
lampstand, a tabernacle of the tent of meeting, an altar and a sacred 
area surrounding it, and information about priestly practices and 
vestments.  
The people are camped near Mount Sinai while Moses has gone with 
his assistant Joshua to meet with God. Moses has left his brother 
Aaron and nephew Hur in charge of the camp. Moses and Joshua are 
gone for 40 days and 40 nights – a biblical number symbolic of birth, 
rebirth, and change. While they are away, the people get restless and 
make demands on Aaron. They seek assurance of God’s presence, but 
in the form of idols from nature-religions of the ancient Near East, with 
which they would have been familiar and comfortable. The golden calf 
was an image of strength and virility, common in religions of that area – 
it was meant to soothe their troubled hearts.  
Moses returns from the mountain to the camp with clear divine 
instruction about how the gold brought from Egypt (Exodus 11:2) is to 
be used, only to find that it has been moulded into an idol of another 
religion. Four things become clear as a result of the encounter with God 
that follows. First, God pays attention: God is frustrated with the 
behaviour of these chosen people, calling them perverse, stiff-necked, 
and disobedient. Second, God is being changed: it’s clear from the 
interaction with Moses that God can be influenced. Third, God seeks 
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relationship: Moses is remembered as the prophetic leader who had a 
direct and dynamic relationship with God. They argue, they 
commiserate, they cajole, they rant, and they care. A healthy 
relationship with the Holy can include all that and much more. Fourth, 
God loves: perhaps God’s anger, judgment, and repentance are all 
grounded in the reality that the creation is beloved of God. 
In a progressively instant society, it can be hard to wait for and trust in 
God’s steadfastness, while so many other things fight for our time 
promising instant satisfaction. Moses reminds us that building a strong 
relationship takes time, trust, and perhaps a little heartache. How is 
your relationship with God? What is competing for your time in worship 
and prayer?  

 

 

Call to worship  

Rejoice in our God always; we will shout, and we will sing rejoice! 

Come let us worship.  

 

Opening prayer Great God, All of creation silently shouts of your glory: 

the march of the sun across the heavens; the orbit of the moon around 

the earth; radiant sunlight and lingering moonlight, teach us daily of 

your artistry. The elegant beauty of creation reminds us of the beauty of 

your way. Your teachings bind us together as pilgrims, on a common 

path towards abundant life for all. Your laws are like sweet maple syrup 

on freshly fallen snow; delightful, delicious, and dripping with 

sweetness. Guide us towards your path, God, and lead us away from 

dangerous roads, so that the words of our mouths and the meditations 

of our hearts may be forever acceptable to you, our rock and our 

redeemer. Amen.. 
 

Sentence: Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what 
lies ahead, let us press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly 
call of God in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 3:13b-14 
 

Collect:  Kind and generous God, you prepare a feast for all people. 
May we prepare for your banquet by putting on the garment of love that 
springs from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and a genuine faith. Help 
us to bring the lost and lonely, the poor and those in need to your feast 

where all are fed. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Readings: Exodus 32:1-14,  Philippians 4:1-9,  Matthew 22:1-14 
 
Hymns: HTC 180 Rejoice the Lord is King, HTC 217 Love divine, HTC 
417 Lord Jesus Christ, HTC 38 Praise my soul the King of heaven. 
 

Notices 
16th Oct. Monday, Week of Prayer for World Peace annual gathering at 
the Quaker Centre 15 park St. 7-8pm. 
17th Oct: Tuesday, 3pm Oasis @ GI, 4pm Health and Wellness at Holy 
Cross.  

18th Oct: Wednesday, 10am Home Communion, 11am GGICM at St 
Mark’s.1pm Eucharist @ Holy Cross, 5.30pm-6.15pm Contemplative 
Prayer 17a McBride St.   
12th Oct: Thursday, Fruit and Vege distribution GI 10.30am – 
11.30am. Holy Cross 4pm-5.30pm. 7pm EfM 

 

Readings for 22nd October, 2017.  
 

Exodus 33:12-23, 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, Matthew 22:15-22 
 

Thursday 26th Oct. Midday – Pot luck lunch at Holy Cross followed by 
a dedication of the Bellona St gates in memory of Lee Powell. Bring 
food to share. 
 
Saturday 4th Nov. St Mary’s, Mornington @ 11am – Baptism of Beau 
Gough.  Please join us to celebrate Beau’s baptism. 
 
Sunday 12th November; Join with Mornington Methodist congregation 
for a trip to Oamaru. Further details on the noticeboard. 

 
The Companions of the Community of the Sacred Name invite you 
to join them on Saturday, 21 October 2017, 10am to 3.30pm, at St 
John's Roslyn.  The theme of the Quiet Day is "The Gift of the Day" 
facilitated by Rev Eric Kyte.  Tea and coffee is provided, please bring 
finger food for a shared lunch. 
 
Hyndmans Book Fundraiser for Mission – orders with money need 
to be returned by the 29th Oct. 
 


