
Please pray for: 
 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, Community Support Enabler  - Anne Van 
Gend, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
For the global effort to contain the Covid19 pandemic 
Those who are sick:  Amy, Anne, Ashley, Bev, Bill, Bridget, Cathy, 
Chris, Claire Christie, Cruz and Mason, Daryl, Dick, Dorothy H, Ellen, 
Eric, Frost, Gary Griffith-Smith, Gerald, Ginny, Graham, Grant W, Jan 
HV, Jan Y, Jean V,  Jim L, Joan F, John G, Malcolm, Mike, Mike & 
Corryn & Kian, Myrtle, Louise,  Marilyn, Margaret, Murray, Nick D, 
Philip, Sarah, Sharron M,  Shirley M,  Faye, Ruby,  Val S. 
 

Worship Schedule 
 

Brighton 10.30a.m. 1st and 3rd Sundays      
Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 

 Mornington 9.30am 
3rd Sunday 4pm Soup & Communion  

St Kilda 11a.m.  
 

Midweek service 
1pm communion at Holy Cross 

 
Southern Coastal Deanery 

St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 
St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

 
Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 
      
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 
 
St Kilda Warden:  Gerald Harley  456-0573 

  Southern Coastal 
Deanery 

 
                                       17th  October, 2021 

                                                   29th Sunday in Ordinary time.                                      
                                              
      
 
We all go to God with questions. It’s what happens next that can be 
interesting. Conventional wisdom is turned on its head by God’s 
wisdom. We don’t get the answers we were hoping for. In today’s 
readings, God responds to Job and Jesus responds to the disciples in 
ways that illustrate the true nature of God’s wisdom.  
Job 38:1–7, (34–41) Job and his friends have dominated the 
conversation since chapter two with lament and advice, questions and 
indictments. Their utterances have addressed and invoked the name of 
God. But now God will speak, answering Job’s questions with questions 
of God’s own. God’s line of questioning implies Job does not know or 
see the whole picture. That does not invalidate Job’s laments. It does 
not suggest his cries for justice are not true expressions of his 
experience. It simply means that we, like Job, live within the limits of 
human knowledge. We cannot see, nor can we control, all that comes 
our way. We can only hold on to God and one another in trust, in 
lament, in hope, in the midst of unresolved questions. 
Hebrews 5:1–10 asserts the humanness of Jesus who, like Job, 
offered up “loud cries and tears.” God responded to the cries of Jesus 
and of Job, though not necessarily in the way either one desired. The 
wisdom Jesus revealed in Gethsemane came in remaining faithful to 
God and trusting God’s way. 
Mark 10:35–45 Jesus’ disciples discover that the wisdom and ways of 
God may reverse human priorities. This passage narrates the conflict 
between wishes of “me first” and the call to servanthood. James and 
John want positions of status and favour – the opportunity to sit beside 
Jesus into eternity. Jesus asks them if they can endure all that he must 
endure, and they respond that they can. Jesus’ response then is to say, 
“Well, even if you could, it’s not my decision who gets to sit beside me.”  
The other disciples catch wind of this exchange, and they are angry. So 
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Jesus addresses the whole group on the topic of leader/follower 
relations. He simply points out to them that other leaders flaunt their 
authority, but in Jesus’ circle that’s not how things work. The best way 
to have power and glory, Jesus seems to say, is to serve others. If you 
want power, empower others. You want to be the first in line? Go and 
stand at the back.  
This is a key part of God’s way that Christ came to live and teach. The 
values of the world ultimately are wrongway round, and the best 
response is to turn them upside down, or right-side up. In other words, 
if we look at the way the world values things and then do the opposite, 
it seems we’re on the right track. After all, Jesus has made it clear that 
the road he is choosing will lead to his death. Not a “happy ending” by 
most definitions, and not something the average person would want to 
join in on. But that’s Jesus’ point. In God’s world, the things we are 
joining have ultimate power, even though they ride in the face of the 
powers of the world. 
We, like the disciples and Job, are called to trust God in the midst of 
our questions. When have you, like Job, experienced the presence of 
God? In what ways have your questions helped you to grow in faith and 
trust? How have the answers shown you new ways to serve God? 
 
For reflection: 
Like Job, we live within the limits of human knowledge. We cannot see, 
nor can we control, all that comes our way. We can only hold on to God 
and one another in trust, in lament, in hope, in the midst of unresolved 
questions. Q What unresolved questions are you facing in your life right 
now? Q What parts of life make you hopeful for the future? 
Connecting scripture and life Jesus models the wisdom of 
servanthood for the sake of community. Such wisdom exchanges 
power that claims privilege for power exercised in serving others. How 
might you live a life that’s more focused on serving others? Individually 
and as a church, how might your service empower and lift up others 
instead of making them an object of your good deeds? 
 
Call to worship  
Come with your praises, O people of God.  
With all God’s creatures we give God thanks and praise.  
Come with thanksgiving, O people of God.  
With lightning and thunder we give God thanks and praise.  
Come with all the desires of your hearts, O people of God.  

With the whole universe, we give God thanks and praise. Come, let 
us worship God. 
 
Opening prayer O Great Spirit, we gather in your greatness reflected 
in all creation. With humble hearts we open ourselves to the wisdom of 
your word, the tenderness of your compassion and the challenge of 
your gospel. Redirect our living with your cup of self-giving and your 
baptism of service. Amen. 
 
Prayer of confession Ever encouraging and hopeful God, we are 
mindful how raw ambition and unbridled competition not only cuts us off 
from you but divides people from people. Reshape our deepest desires; 
into the ways of self-giving, give us words of compassion. For we know 
that your call to be great is not a call to be above and beyond all others. 
But to fullness of love lived out in community; a daring to be all you 
have ever created us to be.  
Words of affirmation In the love of God, the companionship of Christ, 
and the flame of the Spirit, may the desire of your hearts be granted! 
Amen. 
 
Sentence:  The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.  Mark 10:45 
 
Collect: God of power, in Christ you came to us as a servant; the 
greatest became the least. In a world which values privilege and power, 
may we find the humble way, putting others before ourselves, sharing 
our resources and witnessing to the life of the one who redeems. 
Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Readings. Job 38:1-7,(34-41) Heb 5:1-10 Mark 10:35-45 
 
Notices 
Tuesday 19th October: 11am Spiritual Direction, 1pm Home 
communion, 3pm Oasis 
Wednesday 20th October;  1pm Midweek Communion @ Holy Cross 
2.15pm Home communions 
Thursday 21st  October; 10.30am-11.30am Fruit & vege Distribution 
Green Island, 4-5.30pm F & V at St Kilda, 2pm Meeting, 7pm Study 
group 
 


