
Please pray for: 
 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, Community Support Enabler  - Anne Van 
Gend, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
For the global effort to contain the Covid19 pandemic 
Give thanks for the lives of Joy McMiken and Dick Dawson, pray for 
their families. 
Those who are sick:  Amy, Anne, Ashley, Bev, Bill, Bridget, Cathy, 
Chris, Claire Christie, Cruz and Mason, Daryl, Dorothy H, Ellen, Eric, 
Frost, Gary Griffith-Smith, Gerald, Ginny, Graham, Grant W, Jan HV, 
Jan Y, Jean V,  Jim L, Joan F, John G, Malcolm, Mike, Mike & Corryn & 
Kian, Myrtle, Louise,  Marilyn, Margaret, Murray, Nick D, Philip, Sarah, 
Sharron M,  Shirley M,  Faye, Ruby,  Val S. 
 

Worship Schedule 
 

Brighton 10.30a.m. 1st and 3rd Sundays      
Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 

 Mornington 9.30am 
3rd Sunday 4pm Soup & Communion  

St Kilda 11a.m.  
 

Midweek service 
1pm communion at Holy Cross 

 
Southern Coastal Deanery 

St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 
St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

 
Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 
      
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 
 
St Kilda Warden:  Gerald Harley  456-0573 

  Southern Coastal 
Deanery 

 
                                       24th  October, 2021 

                                                   30th Sunday in Ordinary time.                                      
                                              
      
 
Faith and hope will not be silenced in the face of need, whether our 
own or others. When we risk speaking and acting with persistence for 
the sake of mercy, we can take heart. We who experience God’s power 
for good may spring up and shout out as we follow Christ on the way. 
 Job 42:1–6, 10–17 Job’s suffering remains an unanswered mystery, 
but Job moves forward. Twice Job quotes God’s words, and twice Job’s 
reply makes clear that he has gone to the heart of their meaning. It is 
not that Job did not possess faith before, as the opening verse of this 
book makes clear. Job’s encounter with God enables his faith to move 
from the realm of hearsay to eyewitness, and Job moves forward in 
faith.  
Hebrews 7:23–28 asserts Christ’s power to save. We raise our prayers 
and praise because of the affirmation that Christ intercedes for us.  
Mark 10:46–52 marks a critical juncture in Mark. This is the last story 
before the account of Jesus’ return to Jerusalem. The setting of this 
encounter is Jericho, in the valley of the Jordan River. Jesus’ ministry 
began in that region with the call to repentance (1:15) and the call to 
follow (1:17). Now Jesus comes to heal a blind one who will come to 
see and follow.  
Described as a “blind beggar,” Bartimaeus plays an active role in this 
scene. He persists even as the crowd attempts to silence him. In fact, 
Bartimaeus turns up the volume. When Jesus calls to him, Bartimaeus 
responds vigorously. He throws off his beggar’s cloak. He springs up. 
When asked, he articulates his greatest need.  
Jesus responds in distinctive ways. In a gospel best known for action 
and movement, Jesus stands still when he hears Bartimaeus’ cries. He 
allows himself to be distracted from the journey for the sake of another. 
In contrast to those who wanted to keep Bartimaeus quiet and on the 
margins, Jesus calls out to him, and asks the very same question 
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asked of James and John in verse 36: “What do you want me to do for 
you?” There is a directness to this encounter. When Jesus declares 
Bartimaeus healed, the reciprocity continues. No longer bound by the 
defines of society, Bartimaeus finds his true identity in Christ and 
follows “on the way.”  
Jesus’ imminent entry into Jerusalem is hinted in Bartimaeus’s address 
of Jesus as “Son of David.” This is the first occurrence of this Messianic 
title in Mark. Mark later records the crowd at Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem 
blessing the coming kingdom of David (11:10). The Davidic association 
stirs hopes of God’s Messiah who would usher in a restored dynasty. 
Up to this point, Mark reports that Jesus insisted on secrecy when it 
came to expressing messianic beliefs. That now changes. Bartimaeus’ 
cries of “Son of David” are not silenced, and Jesus enacts what it 
means to be Son of David – one who heals and restores. 
For reflection 
Bartimaeus imagined a different world. A world in which he could see. 
Clothed in and defined by his beggar’s cloak and silenced when he 
dared to speak up, it could be hard for him to imagine that his world 
would ever change. But he is motivated to take action. Imagining 
restored sight motivated Bartimaeus to take action. As you reflect on 
climate change and social and racial injustice, stand and listen.  
Q What do you see, what do you hear?  
At the words “Take heart, get up, he is calling you,” Bartimaeus throws 
off the beggar’s cloak, which has until now defined him, and takes on 
his true identity. No longer bound as defined by the society, he finds his 
identity in Christ.  
Q What do you need to throw aside in order to follow? 
 
Opening prayer  
Loving God, we come to this place seeking healing, seeking new life, 
and seeking wholeness. Help us to throw off the cloaks of our limited 
imaginations, that we might find ourselves forever in your presence. We 
pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.. 
 
Prayer of confession In our time of confession let us reflect on what 
hinders us as we try to follow Jesus,  
Though we desire to follow in the way of Jesus, too often we are held 
back and weighed down by words and actions that have harmed us, by 
regrets for things we have said or done or thought, by systems that 
work against us and others, by truths we would rather not see .  

Let us pause and reflect  on the things that weigh us down and hold us 
back.  
Words of affirmation Take heart! God calls us to see ourselves and 
others with new eyes. Throw off brokenness and rise to life made new. 
Throw off regret and rise to freedom. Throw off oppression and rise to 
action. Throw off your blinders and see again.  
Thanks be to God who gives us sight and calls us on the way. 
 
Sentence:  The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.  Mark 10:45 
 
Collect: Listening God, you show us mercy and ask us what we need. 
May we seek those things which increase our faith, and further your 
reign on earth as in heaven, so that we may follow you more closely. 
Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Readings. Job 42:1-6,10-17, Heb 7:23-28, Mark 10:46-52 

 
Notices 
Tuesday 26th October: 3pm Oasis 
Wednesday 27th October;  11am GGICN, 1pm Midweek Communion 
@ Holy Cross 2pm  Home communions, 4.30pm ZOOM, 7.30pm Link 
Group meets at St Marks. 
Thursday 28th   October; 10.30am-11.30am Fruit & vege Distribution 
Green Island, 4-5.30pm F & V at St Kilda, 7pm Study group 
Sunday 31st October; 10.30am Combined Deanery Service at St 
Mary’s. This will be an opportunity to meet our Priest Missioner Tony 
Martin. 
 

St Mary's Fellowship A.G.M.  is on Monday 1st November 2021  in St. 
Anne's Hall at 7PM.  Please note the earlier starting time. The business 
will take place at 7pm then Murray will show a DVD of the UK Praise Be 
programme at 7:30pm. This will be followed by a party supper. There 
will also be a raffle. 
 


