
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Alec Clark, the 
Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
 
Those who are sick: Ashley, Betty, Bill, Bridget, Brent, Brian, Chris, 
Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Elaine, 
Elsie, Eric,Graham, Harry, Heather S, Keith M, Keith & Lorna, Kerry, 
Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse Bessant, Jim L, Les,  Marilyn, Margaret, Mavis, 
Murray, Neville, Noelene, Pat G, Philip, Ron A, Ron G, Ross, Sarah, 
Sharron M,  Stewart, Tim, Russell, Rhianwyn, Yvonne B, Claire J., 
Ziggy. 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 9am (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 11a.m.   Mornington 9.30a.m.   
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 

 
Midweek service 

 Wednesday 1pm @ Holy Cross Hall, St Kilda.  
 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Tce, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020  email to jan.clark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          487-9299 
 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 
 
12th November, 2017                            32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
 
This week, as we continue in the judgment texts in Matthew, we are 
asked to judge the effectiveness of our preparing for the Kin-dom of 
God. Are we seeking wisdom or being foolish? Are we preparing 
ourselves or busying ourselves? What does it mean to choose God, 
and to prepare for God’s arrival in our lives?  
Focus scripture: Matthew 25:1–13  
Matthew 23:1—25:46 is a composition from various sources. When 
joined, they form an impressive sermon that warns the listeners to 
anticipate that God’s realm is coming to fulfillment. Their deeds are to 
be just and merciful. They are to live in integrity and authenticity, faithful 
and confident in God, despite what may seem evident in the world 
around them. While last week’s focus scripture was on the present 
time, this week’s passage is directed toward the disciples and the 
coming judgment.  
Scholars remain divided about whether the story of the bridesmaids 
(Matthew 25:1–13) is a parable (a story with multiple meanings) or an 
allegory (a story meant to fit one theological meaning). It echoes the 
thief in the night (Matthew 24:43–44) in that the story seems 
constructed to emphasize being ready for the coming fullness of God’s 
realm, despite its apparent delay. Each part of the story has a 
representative meaning. However, usually, the bride, who is missing 
from the story, would represent the church, following the Jewish 
tradition of Israel as the bride of God. Instead, the bridesmaids as a 
group convey the sense of the church, where distinctions are only 
identified in the fullness of God’s realm. 
It is a sorting story. The “lamp oil” becomes the distinguishing essence 
of who is “wise” and who is “foolish.” In Jewish tradition, oil is a 
metaphor for righteousness or good deeds. For Matthew, it is not a 
story about being alert or awake; all the bridesmaids fall asleep. It’s not 
about knowing when to be ready. It’s about faith in action. It’s not 
possible to give someone else your faith, just as you can’t do another 
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person’s good deed. This story is a reminder to live the life that 
expresses the activity of God. That is being wise. 
Joshua 24:1–3a, 14–25 is in a difficult book that is full of battles and 
challenging stories as the people of Israel claim for themselves a land 
that is occupied by others. The purpose of the book is not to instruct or 
teach people, nor does it aim to recommend violence; it is about being 
faithful. “Choose this day whom you will serve” is a call to people to act 
in faith and to trust in God who can bring good out of evil.  
In 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 he reassures these early Christians to be 
confident in the constant love and mercy of God who cares not only for 
them. Paul encourages them to live in this hopeful expectation. 

 

Call to worship  
Sisters and brothers, welcome to worship.  
May the stories of our shared faith be celebrated this day, and 
lived every day. 
 
Opening prayer: Loving God, we cannot teach what we do not know. 
In our worship today, speak dark and mysterious sayings of old to us. 
Open and free us, so we may learn and celebrate your glorious deeds 
and share them with new generations. Amen. 
 
Sentence: Watch and be ready, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. Matthew 24:42, 44 
 

Collect:  Father, let us not serve you grudgingly like slaves, 
but with the gladness of children who delight in you  and rejoice in their 
work; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 
 

Readings: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25, 1 Thess. 4:13-18, Matt. 25:1-13 
 

Hymns: HTC 528 Guide me O my great redeemer, NJ 58 I am the light 
of the world HTC 417 Lord Jesus Christ, HTC 451 All my hope on God 
is founded. 
 

Notices 
14th Nov.. Tuesday, Oasis @ 3pm-4.30pm 
15th  Nov. Wednesday, 10am Home Communion, 11am GGICN 
meeting,  1pm Eucharist @ Holy Cross, 2-4pm Working Bee at Holy 
Cross, 7pm St Mary’s Committee meeting 

16th Nov. Thurs. F & V distribution, GI 10.30-11.30am, Holy Cross 4pm 
– 5.30pm. 7pm, EfM 
Saturday 18th November; 10-12midday Working Bee at Holy Cross. 
19th Nov. 10.30am Patronal Festival at St Margaret’s Brighton followed 
by a pot luck lunch. Please bring food to share. This is a combined 
deanery Service. 
 4pm Soup & Communion at St Mary’s. Last for the year. 
 
 

Preparing our hearts for Advent 
All are welcome at a  day of silence and prayer as we enter Advent. 
Offered by the Rev’d Vivienne Galletly (in conjunction with the Southern 
Coastal Deanery.) 
Venue: St Margaret’s Anglican Church, Brighton. Time: 10am to 4pm 
on Saturday, 2nd Dec. 
Bring Bible, journal and pen if desired, bring your own lunch which will 
be taken in community in silence.  Hot drinks provided. 
Participants are invited to make an offering of a Koha to defray 
expenses. Numbers limited - For further information or to register 
please phone Maureen Harley 03 456 0573; 021 10 71 401 by Monday, 
27 November. 

 
Fundraiser for the Dunedin Night Shelter @ St Paul’s Cathedral 
Otago Potters and friends present a tableware exhibition and fundraiser 
for the Dunedin Night Shelter at St Paul’s Cathedral in the Octagon.   
Friday, 17 November @ 5.30 pm.   Dates:  18 November to midday 2 
December, Mon-Fri:  10am – 4pm, Sat:  1 – 4 pm, Sun:  12noon – 4pm. 
 

Boundaries Workshops This round of workshops we will be looking at 

working with Vulnerable People; Bullying and Boundaries online.  All people 
who hold a Bishop's license will have to have completed this workshop before 
the next re-licensing at Pentecost 2019.  So options for people to attend are 
starting to emerge.  Please don't leave it to the last moment to attend a 
training.        Yours in Christ, Alec Clark 

Wednesday, 29 November,  7pm - 9.30pm, Diocesan Office - Green Island 

Let Alec know if you are going to attend. alec@calledsouth.org.nz.   
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