Please pray for:
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator Michael Godfrey, CYF
Educator - John Graveston, Community Support Enabler - Anne Van
Gend, the Diocesan office staff and Council.

Those who are sick: Alaric & Celine, Anne, Anne G, Ashley, Bev,
Bill, Chris, Cruz and Mason, Dorothy G, Dorothy H, Fr Gerard,
Gerald, Grant W, Jean V, Jim & Eleanor L, Joan F, Jenny M,
Malcolm, Mike, Muriel and family, Lysiane, Myrtle, Louise,
Marilyn, Margaret, Nick D, Pat C, Philip, Sarah, Sharron M,
Shirley M, Ruby, Val S, Vicki, her family and parents, Wayne.
Worship Schedule
Brighton 10.30a.m. 1st and 3rd Sundays
Green Island 10.30a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays
Mornington 9.30am
Except for the 3rd Sunday when we have 4pm Soup & Communion
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.)
Midweek service
Wednesday @ 1pm at Holy Cross, no service12/10/22
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455-6032 or 027 3515171
janclark8260@gmail.com
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20 November, 2022

34th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reign of Christ
Today’s scripture readings provide several different images by which
the faithful have come to know God and have testified to God’s nature.
The prophet Jeremiah refers to God as a shepherd. In the first reading
from Luke, Zachariah sings of a God who has been actively involved
throughout human history. At the end of the gospel of Luke, Jesus is
shown asking God’s forgiveness for his persecutors. How do we see
God, and how can we speak of God?
Jeremiah witnessed the final years before Jerusalem fell to
Nebuchadnezzar in 597 BCE. In Jeremiah 23:1–6, he calls earlier
kings of Israel to account, holding them responsible for the fact that the
people of Judah are now being scattered into exile. The image of
shepherd is often used in scripture to refer to kings, defining their roles
as those meant to keep peace, defend people from attack, and hold the
community together. Jeremiah indicts leaders for not only failing to
gather the people but scattering them – the epitome of a bad shepherd.
In response, Jeremiah proclaims that God will assume the role of
shepherd, gather the scattered sheep from exile, and provide a new
ruler who will govern according to God’s plan.
In Luke 1:68–79 Zechariah presents his eight-day-old son John in the
temple and sings of God’s promises to Israel and to his own son, John
the baptizer. Zechariah’s song parallels Mary’s Magnificat (Luke 1:46b–
55). The gospel writer compares these two songs with one another as
well as with Simeon’s song in the temple (2:29–32). Zechariah sings of
the themes of Luke’s gospel: God’s faithfulness, God’s way of peace,
God’s salvation for the people.
Colossians 1:11–20 This letter warns the Christians in Colossae
against false teachers and, in the focus passage, speaks to the work of
Jesus the Christ. The writer describes Christ as the “firstborn of all
creation” (v. 15). The Nicene Creed seeks to describe this dimension of

Green Island - Brighton, Mornington, St Kilda

Jesus’ identity in the phrase “begotten, not made.” Jesus is the image
(in Greek, ikon) of the invisible God.
Verses 15–20 appear to be a fragment of an early hymn. Christ is
praised here as the image of God and as one who has redeemed and
reconciled the world. The writer calls on the Christians in Colossae to
join in giving thanks for the gifts received through Christ. The hymn also
praises Christ as the agent of Creation. All things have been created
through Christ, and all things hold together in Christ. As were the
disciples in Colossae, we also are empowered to live new lives in
Christ.
In Jesus, we learn that God’s Messiah serves through suffering for the
sake of others. Luke 23:33–43 is the story of Jesus’ crucifixion. In the
midst of his suffering, Jesus shows compassion and forgiveness. The
prayer of the thief who recognizes Jesus is our prayer as well –
“Remember me when you come into your Kingdom” (v. 42).
It takes intentionality to live a life that is committed to God and God’s
way of peace, justice, mercy, and love above all else. But even amid
competing allegiances, the scriptures today remind us that God’s reign
has been, is, and will be present. Further, it is a way to commit our lives
and bring life to the world.
Call to worship
As honeybees and ant colonies make visible a unified spirit for a
common purpose, may we reflect our oneness in God.
As the trees and flowers make visible the mysterious way of dying and
rising, may we yield to a Divine Wisdom.
As the music of frogs and birds make visible the pulsing of Creation’s
praise, may we worship with our every breath.
Gathered as one in the wisdom of God, let us worship the Spirit of
Christ in whom we are pleased to dwell.
Opening prayer
O God, we pray that reconciling love may be evident among us. May
we play our part in restoring all creation to the fullness of balance and
beauty as we live in the example of Jesus the Christ. Amen
Sentence Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter
of Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is
he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
Zechariah 9:9

Collect: Christ who reigns, you care for the least amongst us, give us
courage to enact your gospel in all the world, that all people may see
your glory. For you are alive and reign with the Father, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.
Readings: Jeremiah 23:1-6, Luke 1:68-79, Colossians 1:11-20, Luke
23:33-43
Hymns :HTC 66 O come, O come Emmanuel, HTC 52 Be still and
know that I am God, HTC 333 The kingdom of God is justice and joy
Readings for 27 November, 2022 -Advent Sunday

Isa 2:1-5 Ps 122 Rom 13:11-14 Matt 24:36-44
Notices
Sunday 20th November; 10.30am Eucharist – Brighton, 11am
Eucharist St Kilda, 4pm Soup and communion at St Mary’s.
Tuesday 22nd November; 3pm Oasis after school group,
Wednesday 23rd November; 1pm Midweek communion at Holy
Cross, 2pm Home communions, 5.30pm Meditative Prayer at Holy
Cross Hall,
Thursday 24th November; Fruit & Vege distribution 10.30am –
11.30am at GI, 4-5.30pm at Holy Cross, 1pm Archdeaconry meeting
7.30pm Bible Study at Holy Cross.
Saturday 26th November; Advent retreat at Brighton 10am-4pm
register with Alec Clark
Going Deeper – The fullness of God
Basic supplies: newspapers or newprint, coloured paper, scraps of felt
and fabric, playdough, paint and brushes, cups of water.
Directions
1. Think about the images of God that you see around you and the
examples of God’s presence that you see in creation. Using the
materials,, create an artwork that represents these images.
2. When you have finished, share what you’ve created with another
person..

