
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
 
For the global effort to contain the Covid19 pandemic 
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time.  
Pray for the Cathedral community after the fire 
Those who are sick:  Amy, Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Chris, Claire Christie, 
Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H,  Ellen, 
Eric, Gary Griffith-Smith, Graham, Helen P, Jan HV, Jan Y, Jean V,  
Jim L, Les  & Myrtle, Louise,  Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, Nick 
D, Philip, Sarah, Sharron M,  Shirley M,  Faye, Ruby,  Val S, Valda M, 
Yvonne B, 
 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 10.30a.m. 11 Oct & 25th October      

Green Island 10.30a.m.  4th & 18 Oct 
 Mornington 9.30a.m.   

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service 
Wednesday, 1pm @ Holy Cross 

 
Southern Coastal Deanery 

St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 
St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 

janclark8260@gmail.com 
 

Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 

 
Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 
 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 

22nd  November, 2020                        Christ the King 
 
This week’s scripture readings take as a given that the transcendent 

love and justice of God stands outside historical time, thereby providing 

a way of seeing that is unfiltered by the biases of domination powers. 

This apocalyptic, end-time way of seeing enables us to recognize and 

respond to the justice manifest in the realm of God.  

Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 imagines an end time in which a clear 

distinction is made between living in faithfulness to God’s liberation and 

justice or aligning one’s life with the forces of oppression. Psalm 100 is 

a vital and essential reminder that true love of God and a life of deep 

joy go hand in hand, and Ephesians 1:15–23 continues the association 

of seeing with one’s heart, identifying such seeing with hope and the 

working of Christ in whom the fullness of God’s love and justice reside. 

Matthew 25:31–46 Do you see the people who are suffering, especially 

those who are most often neglected? According to Matthew, this is a 

critical question for the early Christians who were seeking to live the 

realm of God values proclaimed by Jesus. It remains a crucial question 

for Christians today. Our responses make clear how we understand 

and live in faithfulness to the commandments upon which Jesus says 

all the law and the prophets hang, “‘You shall love the Lord your God...” 

and “You shall love your neighbour as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-40). 

“Do you see me?” is a question that clings to the lips of the hungry, the 

thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the imprisoned. According 

to Jesus if love allows us to see those who suffer, the least among us, 

then we also see Christ. 

Biblical scholars refer to this week’s gospel passage as the “Last 

Judgment” coming as the climactic conclusion to Jesus speaking about 

the end times. This, however, has nothing to do with who believes the 

“right” things about Jesus or belongs to the “right” religious tradition. 

The final judgment is a theological metaphor that directly addresses the 

commandment of loving God and loving neighbour. In short, “Do you 

see me?” is an ethical end-time question drawn from apocalyptic 
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theology. It sharpens the contrast between the world as we know it and 

the world as it will be when the realm-of-God values of love, justice, 

and liberation are fully realized. 

 

“Do you see me?” broadens the boundaries of neighbour-love to 

include all those Jesus directly names as the least of these. In our day, 

this most certainly includes all creation. For the early Christians to 

whom the gospel of Matthew is written, “Do you see me?” and its 

inevitable counterpart, “How will you respond?” comes with no small 

measure of risk. Surrounded by the casualties of Roman imperial 

domination, it was certainly easier and safer to avoid seeing. Not only 

could you focus exclusively on your own needs and desires, but your 

failure to see also meant you were less likely to garner the attention of 

the powers who kept this unjust system in place.  

Drawing upon the ethical clarity of this apocalyptic end-time theology, 

Jesus makes it clear to the early Christians, as he makes clear to us, 

that the only way to participate in the realm of God is if we see and 

respond to the most vulnerable in our midst. Feed the hungry, give 

water to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, care for 

the sick, visit the imprisoned. These are our neighbours. According to 

Jesus, if you see these members of my family and respond, you see 

Christ and respond. If you love them, you love God. “Do you see me?” 

might seem overwhelming, except for the assurance given earlier in 

Matthew that the one who calls us to see has first of all seen us 

(Matthew 6:25, 26). 

 

Call to worship Adapted from Psalm 100  
Make a glad noise to God, all the Earth. In all languages; with all 
timbres and textures; let us make a glad noise to God.  
God invites us to worship with gladness – to come into God’s 
presence with singing! Let us raise our voices and proclaim our 
joy as we enter into worship.  
God is God! My friends, God is God! God made us; God claims us as 
God’s own; we are God’s people.   
How wonderful it is to remember and recognize that God is 
Creator, Parent, Guardian, and Guide.  
Let us enter the gates of worship with thanksgiving and praise!  
And let us give thanks that God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
We have arrived at the end of the church year, but God’s love and 
the story of God’s Son and God’s people continue forever.  

The circle is never unbroken! The story continues, and the invitation 
never expires.  
Come, all generations, let us worship God! 
 
Sentence: O shout to the Lord in triumph all the earth.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness and come before his face with songs of joy.  
Psalm 100:1 
 
Prayer of the Day:  

God of majesty and glory, you reign over all. In the midst of the powers 

and principalities of this world, give us clarity to swear our allegiance to 

the only true sovereign, to care for the least of our sisters and brothers 

and to dedicate our lives to the coming of your kingdom. Through Jesus 

Christ our Liberator, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Readings Ezek 34:11-16, 20-24,  Eph 1:15-23, Matt 25:31-46 

 
Hymns: HTC 172 At the name of Jesus, vs1,2,5,6.  HTC 61 let all 
mortal flesh keep silent vs 1 & 2,  HTC 403 For the bread which you 
have broken,  HTC 180 Rejoice the Lord is King vs 1,2,5. 
  

Notices: 
 
Tuesday 23rd  Nov: 3pm Oasis after school group at GI 4pm 
Health & Wellness Group at Holy Cross  
Wednesday 24th Nov: 1pm Eucharist @ Holy Cross,  
Thursday 25th  Nov: Fruit & Vege. Green Island 10.30-11.30am 
and St Kilda 4-5.30pm,   
Saturday November 28th, 10am to 4pm @ at St Margaret’s 
Anglican Church, 4 Seaview Road, Brighton Advent retreat Day: 
Preparing and Waiting: Join us at a retreat day - an opportunity 
to centre our hearts as we journey towards Christmas. 
Reflections to be led by the Rev’d Alec Clark. 
Sunday 29th November: 10.30am Advent Sunday Combined 
Deanery Service & Baptism at St Mark’s Green Island followed by 
Morning Tea.  


