
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Alec Clark, the 
Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
 
Those who are sick: Ashley, Betty, Bill, Bridget, Brent, Brian, Chris, 
Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Elaine, 
Elsie, Eric, Graham, Grayson, Harry, Heather S, Iona, Jan Y, Jean V, 
Jesse Bessant, Jim L, Keith M, Keith & Lorna, Les,  Marilyn, Margaret, 
Mavis, Murray, Neville, Noelene, Pat G, Philip, Ron A, Ron G, Ross, 
Sarah, Sharron M,  Stewart, Tim, Russell, Rhianwyn, Yvonne B, Claire 
J., Ziggy. 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 9am (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 11a.m.   Mornington 9.30a.m.   
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 

 
Midweek service 

 Wednesday 1pm @ Holy Cross Hall, St Kilda.  
 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Tce, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020  email to jan.clark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          487-9299 
 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 
 
3rd December, 2017                                                    Advent Sunday. 

 
Advent is a troubling time for many, with its language of endings, not 
beginnings. We may not grasp the meaning of the first Advent, without 
embracing the possibility, the hope, the assurance of God being 
revealed again.  
Focus scripture: Isaiah 64:1–9 Today we begin  that strange journey 
called Advent. It’s like a two-sided coin. On one side is that familiar path 
to Bethlehem, the star shining down on the manger. We need to hear 
and live that side again, remembering the promise that was kept. But 
we also need to look at that other side, the one that is shiny because it 
hasn’t been used much. We need this season, because it reminds us 
that ultimately God will come (when, where, how – we don’t know) to 
bring God’s hopes and plan for creation and us to fulfillment in justice 
as well as in power.  
Advent’s prophet, Isaiah, takes us back to when this coin was first 
being forged. He writes to those who have returned from exile, only to 
discover that restoring a nation, a community, a faith is long, hard, and 
even depressing work. They have begun to look for one who will bring 
hope into their despair; they long for God’s presence in their emptiness, 
a way of doing right and being just in a world they don’t recognize.  
In 1 Corinthians 1:3–9, Paul weaves a visual image of how our lives 
are intertwined with the story of Jesus. Without this “thread” in our lives, 
we would soon unravel.  
Mark 13:24–37 is that yearly reminder of that odd, if not disturbing, way 
the church year begins with language about the end of time. It is a 
passage taken from Jesus’ final talk with his followers before his arrest 
and execution. The people in Mark’s community remember the 
promises of God’s presence in a better world, and long for clear signs 
that the promises are being fulfilled. Jesus reminds his followers then 
and now to be alert and live in expectation.  
 This first Sunday of Advent contains readings which remind us that no 
matter how hard we may try, God refuses to be held at arm’s length 
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from us. As we begin this journey to Bethlehem – where we will affirm 
and celebrate the coming of God in Jesus – how do we deal with the 
promise that God will do it again, will come again into human time and 
history? 
 
Call to worship  
In every season of life,  
God is always with us, even when we believe otherwise.  
In this season of waiting,  
Jesus reminds us that Bethlehem is the beginning of our 
discipleship, not the end of the journey.  
In this season of Advent anticipation and hope,  
the Spirit opens our ears to the songs of the angels.  
Come, let us worship. 
 
Hymn: HTC 66 O come, O come Emmanuel. 
 
CWS Christmas Appeal Partner: Our story is one of local 
resilience 
The memory of Typhoon Haiyan drives 74 year old Clarita who lives 
near the coast of Aklan province in the Philippines.  In 2013, her house 
and crops were badly damaged.  She wants to have a cushion against 
future calamities and make her community stronger.  Together they 
have planted fruit trees and root crops, and started their very own 
farmers’ market.  In the face of climate change, they are preparing with 
hope for an uncertain future. 
 
Lighting the Advent Candle of Hope 
In the lighting of this first Advent Candle of Hope we make space within 
ourselves to hear and engage with the voices of those we might 
otherwise miss but with whom we are connected by our common 
humanity. We remember also the voice of the prophets calling us to be 
bearers of hope in a troubled world. 
 
Light the candle 
We light the candle for hope. 
May it light the way for us 
as we make hope our story. 

 
Sentence: `Heaven and earth will pass away,’ says the Lord, `but my 
words will not pass away.’  Mark 13:31 

Collect:  God of hope, when Christ your Son appears may he not find 
us asleep or idle, but active in his service and ready; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 
 

Readings: Isaiah 64:1-9, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37  

 
Hymns: HTC 61 Let all mortal flesh keep silent, (CoC 30) Look toward 
Christmas, HTC 58 Jesus hope of every nation. 
 

Notices 
3rd Dec. Sunday; 7pm Advent Carol service at the Cathedral 
5th Dec. Tuesday, Oasis @ 3pm-4.30pm 4pm Health and Wellness 
@Holy Cross. 7.00pm Choir Practice for GI 9 Lessons and Carols, at St 
Margaret’s, Main Rd. GI. 
6th  Wednesday, 11am Home Communion, 1pm Eucharist @ Holy 
Cross, 2pm Worship @ Bradford Manor,  7pm Deanery Council 
Meeting @ St. Mark’s. 
7th Dec. Thurs. F & V distribution, GI 10.30-11.30am, Holy Cross 4pm 
– 5.30pm.  
8th  Dec. Friday, 11am Worship @ Montecillo 
9th  Dec. Saturday, 2.30pm Christmas Concert at Holy Cross 
10th Dec. Sunday, 7pm  9 Lessons & Carols @ St Francis Xavier 
Mornington 
 
Christmas Shortbread Fundraiser for the CWS Christmas Appeal. $3 
for 6 pieces of shortbread, wrapped and decorated ready for Christmas 
gifts. Contact Claire lamb on 4885040 or 0274944154 
 
Deanery Concert Fundraiser for CWS Christmas Appeal – 9th Dec 
@ 2.30pm @ Holy Cross. Cost $10 waged, / $5 unwaged.  
 
A Lampedusa Cross Night in aid of the victims of the earthquake in Iran 
and Iraq @ Mornington Methodist. Wednesday 13th Dec @ 6pm, Koha 
$20. See noticeboard for details. 
 
Saturday 16th Dec. 4pm.Soup and Communion  @ St Mary’s  with a 
Christmas Focus. At 3.40pm there will be a time of Thanksgiving and 
remembrance for Ron Axelsen  who died on the 25th Nov. 


