
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Alec Clark, the 
Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
 
Those who are sick: Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brent, Brian, Chris, Cruz and 
Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Elsie, Eric, 
Graham, Grayson, Iona, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse Bessant, Jim L, Keith M, 
Keith & Lorna, Les,  Marilyn, Margaret, Neville, Pat G, Philip, Ross, 
Sarah, Sharron M,  Stewart, Tim, Russell, Rhianwyn, Yvonne B, Claire 
J., Ziggy. 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 9am (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 11a.m.   Mornington 9.30a.m.   
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 

 
Midweek service 

 Wednesday 1pm @ Holy Cross Hall, St Kilda.  
 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Tce, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020  email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          487-9299 
 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 
 
17th December, 2017                                         3rd  Sunday of Advent. 

 
Every Advent we remember that we live in in-between time, the 
“already-not-yet” time between God’s definitive revelation in Jesus the 
Christ and the ultimate fulfillment of God’s reign. Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection showed the world that God defeats sin and death and 
brings redemption to all creation. Yet, we still wait with longing to see 
this new reality unfold. Just as God’s people in Jesus’ day longed for a 
Messiah, we long for the ultimate reign of God’s love, justice, and 
peace. 
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 describes the healing, restoration, promise, and 
joy offered to the people of Israel following the return of those in 
Babylonian exile. The prophet describes good news for the oppressed, 
broken-hearted, captives, prisoners, and all who mourn. The prophet 
describes a reversal of the people’s fate from mourning and being of 
faint spirit to being filled with gladness and praise (v. 3). The restoration 
of the community described in verse four is offered to the people and 
their descendants. Finally, the prophet paints a picture of joy erupting 
from the people like new growth sprouting from the earth. This passage 
from Third Isaiah nudges us to ask how restoration, healing, promise, 
and joy work together for God’s purposes to be revealed.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 offers instructions, admonishments, a 
benediction and assurance. The three instructions serve as 
encouragement to persevere in joy, prayer, and gratitude. The triplet of 
admonishments reminds the listener to follow the Spirt, listen to the 
prophets, and abstain from all evil. The benediction assures the listener 
that God has the power to sanctify and to keep sound and blameless 
the spirit, soul, and body. Like Isaiah, First Thessalonians reminds us 
that joy, along with prayer and gratitude, is connected to the restoration, 
healing, and promise offered by God.  
John 1:6–8, 19–28 clarifies the identity of John the baptizer and, in so 
doing, reveals more of Jesus’ identity. John connects his actions and 
teaching to Isaiah’s prophecy of a Messiah saying, “I am the voice of 
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one crying out in the wilderness, ‘make straight the way of the Lord.’” 
John stops short of saying Jesus is the Messiah, but tells the listeners 
that the way is being made straight: for one who is among them, but not 
known. John the baptizer came as a witness to testify to the light, the 
light of all people. 
 
Call to worship From Isaiah 61:1, 10  
The spirit of God is on me because God anointed me;  
sent me to bring good news to the poor,  
heal the heartbroken, announce freedom to all captives,  
I will sing for joy in God, explode in praise from deep in my soul. 
Come, let us worship. 
 
Opening prayer Giver of joy, fill our hearts with praise as we gather to 
worship you. As your light fills the room, pushing out the darkness, so, 
too, let your light shine within us that there is no shadow of fear left. 
Remind us of your presence and your faithfulness in all times and all 
places. Let your light shine through us, illuminating your way in this not-
yet-perfected world. Amen. 
 
Hymn: HTC 191 God is working his purpose out 
 

CWS Christmas Appeal Partner: Story from Uganda:  
Our story is of water 
Thanks to freshwater on tap, the lives of three HIV and AIDS orphans 
have been transformed in Southwest Uganda.  Spared from long treks 
and early morning queues, they enjoy drinking crystal clear water from 
their very own water tank.  When everything is dry and dusty from 
another drought, there is nothing better than fresh water to drink.  They 
have time to help their grandmother with gardening and chores, and go 
to school.  The Centre for Community Solidarity channels hope through 

25 local associations of people caring for the orphans of HIV and AIDS. 

 
Lighting the Advent Candle of Joy 

In the lighting of this third Advent candle we make space within 
ourselves to hear and engage with the voices of those we might 
otherwise miss but with whom we are connected by our common 
humanity.  
We remember also the voice of God’s messengers calling us to be 
bearers of joy in a troubled world. 

Light the candle. 
We light the candle of joy. May it light the way for us as we make 
hope our story. 
 

Sentence: Bind up the broken-hearted, proclaim liberty to the captives 
and release to the prisoners, proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, the 
day of vengeance of our God.   Isaiah 61:1-2 
 

Collect:  God our strength and our hope, grant us the courage of John 
the Baptist, constantly to speak the truth, boldly to rebuke vice and 
patiently to suffer for the truth’s sake; in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Readings: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, 1 Thess. 5:16-24, John 1:6-8, 19-28. 
 

Hymns: HTC 52 Come O long expected Jesus, A&M  48 The advent of 
our king, HTC 196 Jesus comes with clouds descending 
 

The Blessing 
With the love of God may we be warmed and welcomed. 
With the justice of Jesus may we be challenged and made whole. 
With the breath of the Spirit may we be filled with courage and life, and 
may the blessing of God… Amen 
 

Notices 
17th  Dec. Sunday; 4pm Messy Church @ St Mark’s GI, bring food 
for a shared tea. 7pm Green Island Community Carols at St 
Margaret’s Presbyterian Church GI, please bring a plate for supper. 
19th Dec  Tuesday, 4pm Wedding preparation interview.   
20th Dec. Wednesday. 1pm Eucharist @ Holy Cross, 6.30pm South 
Dunedin Carol Service at St Patricks, Macandrew Road. Sausage 
sizzle from 5.45pm 
21st   Dec. Thursday, 10.30-11.30 Fruit & Vege distribution @ GI, 4-
5.30pm F & V distribution @ Holy Cross. Final delivery for the year  
recommences Thurs 1 Feb, 2018. 
24th Dec. Sunday, Christmas Eve 
7pm Holy Cross Eucharist and Carols 
8.30pm St Mary’s Mornington Eucharist & Carols 
9.00pm St. Mark’s Green Island Eucharist & Carols 
 
25th Dec. Monday. Christmas Day 9am Combined Deanery Christmas 
Service at St. Margaret’s Church 4 Seaview Road, Brighton. 


