
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
For the global effort to contain the Covid19 pandemic 
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time.  
Those who are sick:  Amy, Anne,  Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Chris, Claire 
Christie, Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy 
H,  Ellen, Eric, Gary Griffith-Smith, Graham, Jan HV, Jan Y, Jean V,  
Jim L, Myrtle, Louise,  Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, Nick D, 
Philip, Sarah, Sharron M,  Shirley M,  Faye, Ruby,  Val S, Valda M, 
Yvonne B. 

 
Worship Schedule 

Brighton 10.30a.m. 1st and 3rd Sundays      
Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 

 Mornington 9.30a.m.   
 

Sunday 20th  Dec: 9.30am Mornington Anglicans join with  the 
Mornington Methodist congregation at the Methodist Church. 

 
St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 

 
Midweek service 

Wednesday, 1pm @ Holy Cross 
 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 

janclark8260@gmail.com 
 

Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 

 
Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 

20th December, 2020                  4th  Sunday of Advent 
 

 A child comes to us, “What can I do?” We say, “Use your imagination.” 
Yet we often resist our instincts to re-imagine the church. We reflect 
and romanticize the “good old days” and choose to remain rather than 
re-imagine. How might we awaken our imaginations and live into God’s 
love?  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 changes the theological understanding of the 
people of Israel from a God who is reactive to the ebbs and flows of the 
morality of the people to a God who is unconditionally present and 
participatory in the dynastic path of the people. The prophecy of Nathan 
creates a shift in the trajectory of a tribal people to a nation state whose 
line of succession will be blessed forever. This theologically presents 
an enduring and unconditional love for the people of Israel, and it 
politically secures the Davidic succession. 
Romans 16:25–27 expresses the power of God, who can strengthen 
through the words of Paul’s witness and testimony of Jesus the Christ. 
The writer wants us to ensure that everything that has been expressed 
so far in this letter reflects the very nature of God; one who is powerful, 
one who is open and accepting of those previously thought to be 
outsiders, one who projects wisdom and understanding. The writer 
wants to project the power that God gives to those who have been 
eternally changed by God in Jesus the Christ, as is made evident in 

Green Island - Brighton, Mornington, St Kilda 

mailto:jan.alec@paradise.net.nz


verse 25a. The transformative power of Christ is the focus of verse 25. 
Luke 1:26–38 The church from early times has celebrated the births of 
John the baptizer and Jesus six months apart (June 24 and December 
25). These dates are closely tied to the pagan celebrations of the 
summer and winter solstices. However, the math doesn’t work, so let’s 
focus on purpose rather than precision. The nature or purpose of the 
message relayed by the angel is not changed. Gabriel appears to be 
the bringer of good tidings in the annunciations of these births. This 
gospel writer reinforces the Davidic dynasty by mentioning the lineage 
of Joseph and emphasizing a reign that will last forever. We are 
reminded of what is possible by the power of God and further 
persuaded by the news of Elizabeth. This text is the pinnacle of re-
imagining: re-imagining who God will use; re-imagining how God will 
come into the world; re-imagining what it means to be a bearer of God. 
to come. In emphasizing the personhood of John, any reader can put 
themselves in place of John as the witness to the Light.  
 
Call to worship  

We come into this place to make a home for Love. We come to create a 
structure, to give shelter, to craft a dwelling place for the Incarnation. 
God asks, “Have I ever asked for another dwelling place than in 
my Creation?”  
We come into this place to tell the story of a woman who said, “yes”; of 
a stable and a manger and angels singing before frightened shepherds. 
We come to celebrate the birth of the one who would teach us that 
his life was the beginning of new life for us all. We come to 
worship the God who asks us all to say yes to carrying that which 
will bring justice, mercy, and peace into this world.  
We come into this place to remember.  
We come into this place to re-imagine our place in God’s 
incarnation. 
 
Partner Story: Our Food Bank is for Anyone who is Hungry 

Frances is in charge of the new Food Bank in Fiji. She can’t grow 
enough cabbage and tomato on this church land for all those who have 
limited food options but she can show others what to do. During Covid-
19, it is important for people to eat fresh food to boost their immunity 
and stay healthy, she says. We cannot feed everyone but we can make 
them think. We share God’s love by giving people seeds to take home 
and caring for creation. We are hungry for love. 

Our Fourth Advent candle speaks to our hunger for love, 
it speaks to our world’s hunger for love. 

We have a Food Bank for all who are in need. 

(Light the candle)  The candle represents a future of love-filled 

possibilities for a new way of living where love is real. We are hungry 

for love 

Sentence: This child will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Most High.  He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end. Luke 1:32-33 
 

Prayer of the Day:  Life giving God, you prepared Mary to be the 
mother of Jesus; she watched and waited for his coming. Grant us the 
same courage and willingness to watch and wait, to greet him as 
Emmanuel, God with us, with joyful hearts. Through Jesus Christ our 
Liberator, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Readings 2 Sam 7:1-11,16 Rom 16:25-27 Luke 1:26-38 
 

Hymns: HTC 66 O Come, O come Emmanuel, HTC 197 Joy to the 
world, HTC 403 For the bread which you have broken, HTC 510 We 
have a gospel, 
 

Notices: 
Wednesday 23rd  1pm Eucharist @ Holy Cross,  
Thursday 24th Dec. Christmas Eve: 9pm Carols & Eucharist @ 
Green Island, Mornington & St Kilda, 
Friday 25th Christmas Day 9am Christmas Day Celebration at 
Brighton 
Sunday 27th Dec: 10.30am Combined Deanery Service at Holy 
Cross, St Kilda. 

2021 marks the 50th year of Anglican Family Care. A fundraiser 

HOUSE & GARDEN TOUR will be held on 14 February, 1-5pm we 

have an array of stunning homes to view & gardens to stroll through on 

the Taieri. Tickets are $30 per person, available from our Dunedin 

office (266 Hanover St A fantastic Christmas gift idea! 


