
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Michael Godfrey, the 
Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time.  
 
Those who are sick:  Agnes, Ashley, Bev, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Chris, 
Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Ellen, 
Eric, Gerald, Graham, Helen, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse Bessant, Jim L, 
Keith M, Les,  Lysiane, Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, Pat G, 
Peggy, Philip, Ross, Sarah, Sharron M, Stephen,  Stewart, Susie, Tim, 
Ruby,  Val S, Yvonne B, Claire & Sue J 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 10.30a.m. (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 
 Mornington 9.30a.m.   

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service 
Starts 30 Jan. Wednesday, 1pm @ Holy Cross 

 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 

janclark8260@gmail.com 
 

Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          471-0001 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 

17th February, 2019                        6th Sunday in Ordinary Time   
 
While we all like to receive gifts, we sometimes respond uncomfortably 
to the idea of being blessed. Blessed can take on mixed connotations. 
To be blessed is to be given a gift unexpectedly and without strings. 
Under such freedom granted, it’s easy to see how some people might 
mistake being blessed for being entitled, enabling the receiver to 
assume a higher status. Conversely, we can see blessings as burdens, 
requiring something of the receiver. The passages for today show us 
the unique status that being blessed is for human beings. A blessing 
can change the core of who we are.  
Focus scripture: Luke 6:17–26 repeatedly intones “Blessed are you 
who.” What does it mean to be blessed? Is it necessarily a good thing? 
The film Steel Magnolias gives a lens into just how fraught it is to 
receive a “blessing” from someone. When Clairee Belcher and Ouiser 
Boudreaux dissect the flaws and misfortunes of each of Shelby’s 
wedding guests, then wipe away their bitterness with: “Bless her heart,” 
the gig is up for people who use this phrase as a smokescreen to 
discuss the most unfortunate events or salacious gossip.  
The Urban Dictionary defines “bless your heart” as “the most Southern 
insult there is” It is used at the end of a phrase to “nullify any cruelty.” 
Even a phrase like “count your blessings” can be levelled unkindly and 
dismissively. It functions in the same way the more contemporary “first 
world problems” does in an attempt to trivialize the painful reality of a 
person in the face of another.  
The laundry list of blessed-ness in Luke’s beatitudes holds within it a 
similar ambivalence. Blessed are the poor, the hungry, the weeping, the 
hated and excluded, says Jesus in Luke. This is not exactly a typical 
idea of having privilege over others. We often create a distance 
between us and people we deem as blessed or gifted, putting them in 
separate social circles or school classes. This creates a barrier for 
sharing gifts with each other. It creates disconnection whether we mean 
it to or not. Other translations are offered for the Greek term, makarios, 
which Luke uses. The Greek prefix “mak” means “to become long, 
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larger.” Perhaps, God extends God’s benefits by extending us – making 
our hearts and circles of care larger than they once were. Connected to 
others or reconciled to one another, extends us beyond who we are. 
Imagine the wise proclamation as “Reconciled are we” or “Connected 
are we.” Could this be what it means to be blessed and to live into the 
future?  
The crowd gather around Jesus and reach out to him. To touch him 
was to be healed. “And he healed all of them,” says verse 19. In a 
crowd, they were healed together. This is what it means to be blessed 
and connected. After he heals the crowd, Jesus names all those who 
are blessed. Blessings do not set them above others or set them apart, 
or at odds with the rest. The blessing is to be reconciled, to enter a 
divine reign, to be filled, to laugh and express joy not as individuals but 
as a collective. 
Blessed are we who…There are many ways to consider ourselves 
blessed. But being blessed doesn’t stop at receiving a blessing. The 
blessing goes beyond the gift. Accepting Christ’s blessing is as much 
about giving as receiving. It changes the core of who we are. Christ is 
alive in us. Christ’s love and teachings are written in our hearts. The 
good news of the Sermon on the Plain is that our faith is not merely a 
call to ethics, it is a call to relationship with our communities, with our 
culture, and with the God who is ever-faithful to us as God’s beloved 
children. 
 
Theme: Being Blessed 
 
Call to worship  
Blessed are those who trust in God.  
Plant us like a tree by the water. Send our roots toward the stream. 
Bear fruit in all we do, and make our leaves evergreen.  
Delight in God, meditate on God’s law day and night.  
We praise God’s holy name now and always. Come, let us 
worship. 
 
Opening prayer  
Fount of Blessings, Blessed One, and Giving Spirit, fill our hearts and 
this space with the awareness of the gifts of your manifold grace. Help 
us to see in each person around us the gifts that will heal the world. 
Create in us a space for sharing our gifts. Connect us to each other and 
to you, the source of eternal blessing, so that we may bless this world 
without end. Amen. 

Sentence of the day: Blessed are you when people hate you on 
account of the Son of man.  Rejoice and leap for joy, for behold, your 
reward is great in heaven. Luke 6:23 
 
Collect of the day: God of transformation, you heal our troubled spirit; 
turn out hearts to follow your way of humility that we may find the 
blessing of new life; through Jesus our Messiah, who is alive with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Readings: Jeremiah 17:5-10, 1 Corinthians 15:12-20, Luke 6:17-26 
 
Hymns: HTC 451 All my hope on God is founded, HTC 251 Lord your 
word shall guide us, HTC 46 Through all the changing  scenes of life, 
HTC 167 Thine be the glory 
 

Notices 
Tuesday 19th Feb; 1pm Easter Planning meeting, Oasis at 3pm at St 
Mark’s. 5.30pm Magazine meeting @ St Mark’s. 
Wednesday 20th Feb; 1pm Eucharist at Holy Cross, 2pm Worship @ 
Bradford manor. 
Thursday 21st  Feb; Fruit & Vege distribution; St Marks 10:30-
11:30am, St Kilda 4pm-5.30pm. 
Saturday 23rd Feb: Layministers Training Day, 10am-4pm at St John’s, 
Roslyn. If you wish to attend please complete a registration form, all are 
welcome. 
Friday 1st March; World Day of Prayer Services. 
Saturday 2nd March; Quiet Day at Brighton in preparation for Lent 10-4pm 
5.30pm AAW 50Th ANNIVERSARY IN NZ. DINNER @ St John's Roslyn. 
Speaker Gary Griffith-Smith. Cost $25.  
10am, St Peters Caversham,  'The Advent of Ritualism in the Diocese 
of Dunedin' Lecture by Father Hugh Bowron St Peter's Caversham. 
Followed at 11.30 am by Solemn Sung Requiem Eucharist Recalling 
Bishop Nevill  

Deanery Lenten Fundraising Luncheon 

Saturday 9th March at 12.30pm at Holy Cross hall. 
Speaker – Peter Humphrey on his recent trip to South America. 

Tickets $10, available now. 
Profits towards our Mission Giving. 


