
Please pray for: 
 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
For the global effort to contain the Covid19 pandemic 
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time.  
The Hawke family, for strength after the death of their children Peter 
and Sarah in the last month. 
Those who are sick:  Amy, Anne, Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Chris, Claire 
Christie, Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy 
H,  Ellen, Eric, Gary Griffith-Smith, Graham, Jan HV, Jan Y, Jean V,  
Jim L, Joan F, Myrtle, Louise,  Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, Nick 
D, Philip, Sarah, Sharron M,  Shirley M,  Faye, Ruby,  Val S, Valda M, 
Yvonne B. 

Worship Schedule 
 

Brighton 10.30a.m. 1st and 3rd Sundays      
Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 

 Mornington 9.30a.m.   
 

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service 
 Wednesday @ 1pm at Holy Cross 

 
Southern Coastal Deanery 

St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 
St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

 
Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 

 
Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 
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28 February, 2021.                                                 2nd  Sunday in Lent. 
 
In all generations and all times, God promises to be faithful and invites 
our response. In the readings this week, God makes a promise to 
Abram and Sarai, and asks that they be faithful to the covenant; Paul 
reminds us to respond to God with faith; followers of Jesus are invited 
to respond by focusing on the gospel call in our lives. 
Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 God makes another covenant. This covenant – 
or promise – is between God and Abram. God promises that Abram 
and Sarai will have children and land and generations will follow them. 
At the time of the promise, Abram and Sarai are both of advanced age. 
Both Abram and Sarai are incredulous upon hearing God’s news. It 
may have seemed God’s promise would be unfulfilled. 
Later, when they are even older, the promise is realized. Abram and 
Sarai, with new names Abraham and Sarah, have a son whom they 
name Isaac. Part of the story serves as a reminder that God does keep 
promises, and God’s sense of timing may not always be the same as 
our own. Ultimately, though, we can trust; what may seem impossible 
for us is not impossible for God! 
In this covenantal agreement, Abram and Sarai are promised a child, 
and they, in turn, are called to be “blameless” and faithful to the 
covenant. God’s renewed promise results in name changes: Sarai 
becomes Sarah, and Abram becomes Abraham – mother and father of 
many nations. These new names are symbols and signs of new 
things and new identities with God. 
In this week’s passage, it happens to be that Abraham and Sarah were 
blessed with a child. It is, however, important not to equate blessings 
and children in today’s context solely. There are many people today 
who remain childless (either by choice or by circumstance) who could 
be harmed by overemphasizing a connection between having children 
and being blessed by God. Similarly, it is harmful to suggest that people 
who do not have children do not have enough faith in God. Blessings 
come in many different ways and forms. Focusing on the fulfillment of 
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God’s promises, even if it seems impossible, is one key theme here. 
Although the time might feel long, God responds.  
Romans 4:13–25 references God’s covenant with Abraham and Sarah 
and their faith. Having faith is not only about doing good things or 
obeying the law. Rather, faith is about how people live and commit to 
following Christ. 
In Mark 8:31–38, the disciples are also reminded about faith and what 
it means to follow Christ. Jesus cautions the disciples, telling them that 
following him will not be easy. The disciples find it hard to believe that 
Jesus will suffer and die – after all, he is the Messiah! Peter challenges 
Jesus about this, and Jesus teaches that there is no benefit ingaining 
riches on Earth if it costs us our souls.  
God’s grace reaches across generations, back into the past and 
forward into the future. God’s inclusive love nourishes all creation. This 
week’s passages invite us to increase our faith and follow in God’s 
ways. How do we respond to God’s faithfulness in our time? 
 
Call to worship  
We who fear the marvels of creation  
have come to praise the Creator. 
Our Creator does not hide from the hardship and suffering of our world. 
In the midst of suffering, our Creator finds ways to satisfy the 
hungry and provide deliverance to the oppressed. 
From generation to generation, we come to celebrate our Creator, 
who seeks goodness for all creation. 
 
Opening prayer 
Blessed Creator, from generation to generation, we bless your holy 
name, and marvel at the magnificent things that you have done. 
We offer you our gratitude and praise through today’s worship, may it 
please you. 
We ask that your Holy Spirit intercede on our behalf, when we struggle 
to articulate how much you truly mean to us, and how grateful we are 
for this time together. Amen 
 
Sentence of the Day  
Sentence of the Day 
If you want to become a disciple of Jesus, deny yourself, take up your 
cross, and follow him. Mark 8:34 
 
 

Collect of the Day. 
God of Abraham and Sarah, of Moses and Elijah, you made a covenant 
with your people; draw us into covenant with you, that we may see your 
glory, sing your praises, and see your reign on earth as well as heaven. 
Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Readings. Gen 17:1-7,15-16, Rom 4:13-25, Mark 8:31-38 
 
Hymns: HTC 270 vs 1,2,5 New every morning, HTC 9 The God of 
Abraham praise, HTC 114 vs 1,3,5. Take up your cross, HTC 172 vs 
1,2,5, At the name of Jesus,  

Notices 

Monday, 1st March, St Mary’s Fellowship We are visiting the Port 

Chalmers Marine Museum at 7.30pm. Entry fee is by gold coin 

donation. Following the museum visit we will go to Carey’s Bay Historic 

Hotel for supper: tea, coffee, cheese roll, slices – at own expense. 

Please let Iona or Margaret know so the booking can be confirmed at 

the hotel. All welcome 

2nd March. Tuesday: 3pm Oasis after school group, 5.30pm St 
Barnabas Board. 

3rd March. Wednesday: 10.30am Home Communions, 1pm Midweek 
communion @ St Kilda,  

4th March. Thursday: Fruit & vege distribution 10.30-11.30am St 
Mark’s, 4-5.30pm St Kilda. 1.30pm South D Ministers meeting 

5th March, Friday World Day of Prayer Services, 1.30pm South D 
Presbyterian Church, 2pm St Margaret’s Brighton. 

7th March, Sunday,  2 pm Service of thanksgiving at Brockville Church 
to mark the dissolution of the Brockville Cooperating venture. Please 
bring a plate to share. 

 


