
Please pray for: 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator– Michael Godfrey, the 
Diocesan office staff and Diocesan Council.  
For those whose anniversaries fall at this time.  
Pray for the families of those killed in the terrorist attacks on the 
mosques in Christchurch and for those recovering from injuries. 
Those who are sick:  Agnes, Alec, Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Brian, Chris, 
Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy H, Ellen, 
Eric, Gerald, Graham, Helen, Jan Y, Jean V, Jesse Bessant, Jim L, 
Keith M, Les,  Lysiane, Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, Pat G, 
Peggy, Philip, Ross, Sarah, Sharron M, Stephen,  Stewart Tim, Ruby,  
Val S, Yvonne B, Claire & Sue J 
 

Worship Schedule 
Brighton 10.30a.m. (1st & 3rd Sundays)      

Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 
 Mornington 9.30a.m.   

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service 
Starts 30 Jan. Wednesday, 1pm @ Holy Cross 

 

Southern Coastal Deanery 
St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 

St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 17 Ajax St. St Kilda  

Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 
Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 

janclark8260@gmail.com 
 

Administrator: Phone 488-0020 email to janclark8260@gmail.com 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Helen Humphrey 488-2696 

 

Green Island Warden:   Pam Brown  488-1909 
       

Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163  
                                     
St. Kilda Warden:   Robin Versteeg          471-0001 

Southern Coastal  
Deanery 

 

17th March, 2019                                          2nd  Sunday in Lent 
 
When you find yourself in a space such as Lent, where life seems 
thinner than usual and the journey more focused than usual, what do 
people of faith do to keep journeying on? In ancient times, rituals 
helped to remind the people of the promise, as yet unfulfilled and gave 
reason to trust what seemed to be impossible.  
Genesis 15:1–12, 17–18 is part of the narrative in which God calls 
Abram and Sarai to leave comforts behind and strike out for a new 
land, with an alternative way of living that is based on community and 
trust. This alternative life comes at a cost for these ancestors of faith; 
fear, anxiety, and uncertainty are never far away. False comfort comes 
from staying with what is known, even if what is known is hurtful, 
exploitive, and self-defeating. False comfort for Abram is the certainty 
of empire functioning, which God calls him to abandon when he leaves 
the land of Ur. False comfort for the Babylonian exiles, the first 
recipients of this Genesis narrative, is accepting the norms, rules, and 
inherently oppressive ideology of the Babylonian empire.  
Gender inequities, racial injustice, denigration of the earth, water, and 
air are accompanied by the rationalizing, justification of empire belief 
systems, which gladly provide a comforting basis for keeping things as 
they are.  
Genesis 15:1–12, 17–18 reminds us it takes trust in a vision to 
overcome fear and venture into a new way of living. This is precisely 
what Abram, Sarai, and their descendants are called to do. The land 
God offers Abram is less a place and more a space, which is found 
wherever and whenever people leave behind empire ideology and 
instead trust in justice creating, love enhancing, compassion nurturing 
relationships. They and we are called to trust in the One who has 
guided ancestors before and whose love embraces generations yet to 
come.  
Like all of us, Abram would prefer a little more specificity as to how this 
empire challenging way of living will come into being. As far as Abram 
can see, the details of how one gets from here to there are sorely 
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lacking, something he is quick to point out: “You have given me no 
offspring.” In response, God draws Abram out of the confines of this 
shortterm, limited way of seeing by encouraging him to count a few 
stars. It is difficult to count stars without being reminded of the fullness 
and potential that comes from trusting the ways of the God who shapes 
creation.  
Trust is not something one might acquire and store away for a time 
when it is needed. Trust in a relationship creating God is more like 
manna that is reclaimed each day. Each day there are new questions, 
new uncertainties, and fears. Each day we are invited to reclaim the 
covenant and journey forth in trust. We reclaim covenant (right 
relationships) in ritual, private devotions, shared worship, and by living 
as if the promise we receive is for generations yet to come. 
We move through the Season of Lent, trusting God in our weakest 
moments. At times, when our journey seems too difficult, we wonder if 
we can go on. What words and rituals do you hold on to that enable you 
to overcome your fear and keep on the journey of faith? 
 
Theme: Journey toward Trust. 
 
Call to worship  
People of God, listen! We are being called together  
As we continue on our Lenten journey, a voice in the wilderness 
seems to be drawing us in – inviting us into unity and communion 
as one.  
People of God, listen! There is a whispering presence urging us to draw 
near.  
Our loving God reaches into our lives in this season and seems to 
be spreading wings of protection and nurturance over us.  
Come, children of God, let us be gathered. Let us find safety. Let us 
remember the love and redeeming grace of God as we worship.  
Come, let us be a people gathered together in God’s protective 
love. 
 
Opening prayer  
We look to the stars, the billions of stars in our heavens. Holy One, how 
can we do anything but wonder in amazement, and count ourselves as 
both divinely blessed and minutely insignificant, at once. Your mystery 
is painted over our skies like thousands of pinpoints of history. Our 
story seems so small, and yet we know you have been with us for every 
breath and step of it. Help us to be opened by this sight. Help us to be 

transformed by the glory of your eternity on display. Show us how to lift 
our sights beyond our fears and our assumptions. Strengthen our spirits 
as we journey together through Lent. Amen. 
 

Sentence of the day: Our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there 
that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 3:20 
 

Collect of the day: God, steadfast in love and purpose, your Son was 
not diverted from Jerusalem and the cross: amid all business and 
distraction keep us focussed on your purpose; in times of uncertainty or 
anxiety, steady us; through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Readings: Gen 15:1-12,17-18, Phil 3:17–4:1,  Luke 9:28-36 
 

Hymns: HTC 36 O God beyond all praising, HTC S 4 Bind us together, 
HTC 451 All my hope on God is founded, HTC 429 Firmly I believe and 
truly 

Notices 
Tuesday 19th March;  12.45pm Street festival Committee meeting. 
Oasis at 3pm at St Mark’s. 4pm Health & Wellness at St Kilda. 
Wednesday 20th March; 10.30am Home communion, 1pm Eucharist at 
Holy Cross, AGM reports are due today, please forward to Sandy. 
Thursday 21st March; Fruit & Vege distribution; St Marks 10:30-
11:30am, St Kilda 4pm-5.30pm.  
Sunday 24th March: Mornington Committee AGM follows a said 
Eucharist at 9.30am in the church. 
Deanery AGM is scheduled for Sunday the 31st March following the 
10am Deanery Eucharist at St Mary’s, Mornington. A pot luck lunch will 
follow the AGM. Please bring food to share. We want to have reports 
out the weekend prior to the AGM (Sunday 24th March) please send 
them to Sandy Baird by the 20th March (email thebairdfamily@xtra.co.nz ) 
 
The Hospital Chaplaincy Street appeal raised $8890. Thank you to 

those who volunteered as collectors. 

The Deanery Luncheon Lenten Mission fundraiser made a total of 
$623. Thank you for your support. Read about the AMB projects in 

your magazine. 
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Brothers and sisters: We witnessed today an act of terrorism in 
NZ and an act of terrorism effectively made against us all. 

Now is not so much time for questions and answers (that will 

come later) but now we need to look out for all our brothers and 

sisters. 

The Imam in Dunedin has asked us to all “care for our Muslim 

neighbours”. I echo this wholeheartedly and ask you to join me in 

offering all that will provide a degree of comfort. It is not 

appropriate to gather in numbers at the moment, but please offer 

to ANY who need it shelter, comfort and the love of Jesus Christ. 

We pray for our country and all who live here. 

In Christ 

+Steve 

Archbishops' call to prayer re 

Christchurch 
Our two New Zealand-based Archbishops have issued a statement in 
the wake of the Christchurch massacre. They have expressed their 
shock, sorrow and solidarity - and called Anglicans to pray for all 
affected. 

ARCHBISHOPS PHILIP RICHARDSON AND DON TAMIHERE  |  15 
MAR 2019 
 
 

"We are shocked at the appalling and horrific acts of violence that 
occurred in Christchurch today.  

"We feel utterly saddened for those who have lost their lives, and for 
their families and loved ones who mourn them. Indeed, we mourn with 
them as fellow citizens and members of the same human whānau, and 
we utterly condemn the despicable and cowardly acts of violence that 
took their lives. 

"The freedom of worship and religious life is an absolute right to all in 
this land. We choose to stand with our Muslim brothers and sisters and 
support their continued and inalienable right to live and worship here in 
peace. 
"All of us who live here in Aotearoa New Zealand must stand in 
solidarity in the face of such evil – and we call upon Anglicans 
throughout Aotearoa New Zealand to uphold all those affected in 
prayer, and to respond to this act by rejecting the rhetoric of hatred and 
religious intolerance, and to show compassion and kindness to all our 
neighbours who wish to live here in peace." 

 

Archbishop Philip Richardson, Senior Bishop of the New Zealand 
Anglican dioceses, 

Archbishop Don Tamihere, Pihopa o Aotearoa. 

 

 

 

 



 An interfaith Prayer 

 

O God, you are the source of life and peace 
Praised be your name forever. 
We know it is you who turns our minds to thoughts of peace. 
Hear our prayer in this time of crisis. 
Your power changes hearts. 

Muslims, Christians, and Jews remember, and profoundly affirm, 
that they are followers of the one God, 
Children of Abraham, brothers and sisters; 
enemies begin to speak to one another; 
those who were estranged join hands in friendship; 
nations seek the way of peace together. 

Strengthen our resolve to give witness to these 
truths by the way we live. 
Give to us: 
Understanding that puts an end to strife; 
Mercy that quenches hatred, and 
Forgiveness that overcomes vengeance. 
Empower all people to live in your law of love 
Amen. 

 

God of infinite mercy, we pray for the victims of the Christchurch 
attacks. 

Remember them according to the favour you bear for your people. 
Comfort those who mourn and give strength to the injured.  

Deliver those whose hearts are hardened by hatred.  
Grant to us all your understanding, and your persevering love, for your 

mercy’s sake.  Amen 

 

O God, who would fold both heaven and earth in a single peace: 
let the design of thy great love 
lighten upon the waste of our wraths and sorrows: 
and give peace to thy Church, 
peace among nations, 

peace in our dwellings, 
and peace in our hearts: 
through thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 

God of love, 
turn our hearts to your ways; 
and give us peace. 
Amen. 

 

It can be very difficult to know what or how to pray in the wake of 
a terrorist attack. Feel free to use this prayer as a guide. 

Loving God and Father, we cry to you for our broken world, and for 
those who seek their own way through violence and threat. 

We pray to you for the ones who have been wounded by these wicked 
acts of violence: young and old, at home or on holiday. Heal their 
bodies and hearts; console them with your presence and, at the same 
time, take away any hatred and a desire for revenge. 

We pray that you would draw near and comfort the families and friends 
of those who have lost their lives. Enable them, in your mercy, to seek 
refuge in you as they grieve.   

We pray for the police and intelligence services—that you would enable 
them to find and prosecute those responsible, and work to prevent 
future attacks. 

We pray for the government—that you would inspire them to govern 
with wisdom and determination. 

We pray for our Muslim community in Aotearoa-New Zealand—that you 
would protect them from unjust aggression and discrimination. 

And we pray that you would touch the hearts of thos who commit acts 
of terror that they may recognise the evil of their actions and may turn 
to the way of peace and goodness, of respect for the life and dignity of 
every human being, regardless of religion, origin, wealth or poverty. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 


