
Please pray for: 
 
Bishop Steve and Lorraine, Ministry Educator Michael Godfrey, CYF 
Educator - John Graveston, Community Support Enabler Anne Van 
Gend, the Diocesan office staff and Council.  
For the global effort to contain the Covid19 pandemic 
Give thanks for the life of Nona Prior and pray for her family 
Those who are sick:  Amy, Anne, Ashley, Bill, Bridget, Chris, Claire 
Christie, Cruz and Mason, Deborah, Denise, Dorothy & Dick, Dorothy 
H,  Ellen, Eric, Gary Griffith-Smith, Graham, Jan HV, Jan Y, Jean V,  
Jim L, Joan F, Mike, Myrtle, Louise,  Marilyn, Margaret, Mark S, Murray, 
Nick D, Philip, Sarah, Sharron M,  Shirley M,  Faye, Ruby,  Val S, Valda 
M, Yvonne D. 

Worship Schedule 
 

Brighton 10.30a.m. 1st and 3rd Sundays      
Green Island 10.30a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays 

 Mornington 9.30a.m.   
 

St Kilda 11a.m. (Morning tea served from 10.15a.m.) 
 

Midweek service 
 Wednesday @ 1pm at Holy Cross 

 
Southern Coastal Deanery 

St Margaret’s 4 Seaview Road, Brighton - St Mark’s 27 Shand St, GI 
St Mary’s 3 Whitby St, Mornington  
Holy Cross 5 Bellona St. St Kilda  

 
Southern Coastal Deanery web page: scd.org.nz 

Regional Dean: Jan Clark 455-6032 or 027 3515171 
janclark8260@gmail.com 

 
 
Regional Dean’s Warden:  Catherine Caley 0211432974 

 
        
Mornington Warden:    Alyson Manning 455-0163 
 
St Kilda Warden:  Gerald Harley  456-0573 

Southern Coastal 
Deanery 

 
11 April, 2021.                                                      2nd Sunday of Easter 
 
 
Christ sends, but do we still linger within our walls? Christ unifies, yet 
do we stand divided? The Season of Easter is one of new life and new 
birth. Filled with the excitement of what God has done and is doing, we 
do not stay quiet. Instead, we are sent to proclaim and to continue the 
physical acts of Christ on earth.  
Human activity and all creation reveal God’s way. Acts 4:32–35 
provides a glimpse of a community that faithfully responds to what God 
is doing among them. The presence of the Holy Spirit, which drives us 
to act in response to gospel news, fosters the community’s selfless 
giving.  
Just because we are in the community of believers does not mean we 
are perfect. 1 John 1:1—2:2 warns believers of the danger that 
untruths can pose to the unity of the community. Not only do lies 
separate us from each other, but they separate us from Christ. 
However, in confession, we practice the good news of forgiveness, 
which is an ongoing process. What the light of Christ accomplishes is 
the acknowledgement of the shadows in our life. Community is to be 
there as we confess where sin still lingers.  
At the beginning of John 20:19–31, the disciples are gathered behind 
locked doors. Likely, the glow of lanterns was kept low. Mary 
Magdalene had told the disciples of what she had seen in the garden 
that morning, and they are fearful of how the Jewish authorities might 
respond to Jesus’ missing body. Appearing to them, the Light of the 
World must make his presence known. Jesus came with a message, 
“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” Sent, not only to proclaim 
the gospel and the message of forgiveness but to grant forgiveness 
themselves, and possessing the power of the Holy Spirit, they begin to 
do the work of Christ.  
The next scene opens in v. 24, revealing that one of the disciples, 
Thomas, was not present for this closed-door meeting. The other 
disciples share the news that they have seen the risen Christ. Thomas 
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rejects their accounts; instead declares that he will not believe until he 
sees it for himself. In their very first opportunity to do what Jesus sent 
them to do, the disciples encounter disbelief from one of their own. A 
week later, Jesus appears to them behind closed doors again. Thomas 
receives what he asked, yet Christ and the author of John in v. 29 and 
then in v. 31 declare that new life is not in seeing but in belief.  
Jesus sends and forgives. From the garden, the risen Christ sent Mary 
to the disciples, and then sent the disciples to share forgiveness in the 
world. When obstacles arose, Christ continued to show up and provide 
for the disciples’ work of sharing the gospel. The disciples still go out, 
as we see in Acts, to share the message of Jesus Christ with the world 
while depending on the Spirit to keep them unified. Christ is the unifying 
factor of the church, and Christ’s work still needs to be carried out in the 
world. Will you go where Jesus sends? 

 
Call to worship: 
Christ has risen, Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
We gather to worship the risen Christ, Conqueror of death.  
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
We lift up praise to the risen Christ, Redeemer of all life.  
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
We give thanks to the risen Christ, Giver of the Holy Spirit.  
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ has risen, Christ is risen indeed! 
 
Opening Prayer 
Resurrected Christ, the one who has overcome death and doors alike, 
we recognize that any gathering of believers is sacred. Fill this space 
with your abundant joy and send out any hint of scarcity. God, we know 
that you meet us exactly where we are. We thank you for coming to us 
in the way that we need. When our faith is shaky, and we say, “unless I 
see...” you come to us with outstretched hands. Hands and sides which 
bear the marks of your sacrifice for us. You give us unconditional love, 
unwavering presence, and abundant grace. In return, we give you faith 
that is not perfect but enmeshed with our humanity. And even though 
this can never be enough, you take it gladly. We offer you all that we 
have to give; take our lives, our finances, our time, our talents. May we 
not keep anything behind closed doors from you. Amen. 
 
Sentence: `Peace be with you,’ says the Lord, `As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.’   John 20:21 

 Collect of the Day. 
Alleluia! God of calm, you bring peace in the midst of distress; 
still our troubled hearts when we struggle to believe,give us the courage 
to doubt, give us peace in believing. 
Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Readings. Acts 4:32-35, 1 John 1:1-2:2, John 20:19-31 
 
Hymns: HTC 167 Yours be the glory, Let the empty hearts be filled, 
HTC 403 For the bread, HTC 583 Praise the Lord, you heavens adore 
him.  

Notices 

13th April Tuesday: 9am Supervision, 3pm Oasis messy Church 

14th April. Wednesday: 1pm Midweek communion @ St Kilda, 2pm 
Thornbury House eucharist,  

15th  April. Thursday: Fruit & vege distribution 10.30-11.30am St 
Mark’s, 4-5.30pm St Kilda, 2pm Home communion7.30pm Deanery 
Council meeting (rescheduled) at St Mark’s GI. 

 

Here’s some acorn wisdom to brighten your day:  

Don’t judge by what you can see. Don’t dismiss anything because it’s small. 
 
Give an acorn time and it becomes a mighty oak. 
Give a mighty oak time and it becomes a forest. 
Give a forest time and it will cover the whole earth. 
A forest to cover the whole earth is inside one acorn. 
 

 


